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PREFACE

This Worshipbook is prepared for use in the Sunday and
Special Services of the Churches. It is intended to encourage
simplicity, orderliness, beauty and variety in Christian
Services of Worship.

There are two chief formats for Services of public wor-
ship. One type is the festal Service which strikes a single
rmote and holds it throughout from trumpet call to benedic-
tion. Such are the Services of Thanksgiving, Christmas and
Easter. The second type follows the universal pattern of
'mood progression' of which the first verses of Isaiah Six
are a well known example. Such Services progress from a
sense of awe in God's presence to adoration in music, to a
prayer for forgiveness, to the hearing of God's lWord in
Scripture, to praise for the Word, to proclamation of the
Word, and Prayer of Dedication, to the Hymn of Resolve, and
then to the Benediction and Choral Response. A Service which
follows the time-honored path of 'mood progression' may serve
many and varied human needs by the ssveral parts of the Ser-
vice.

Herein there are alternate Orders of Worship, and an ample
selection of aids to worship, such as Calls to Worship, Invo-
cations, Calls to Giving, Prayers of Dedication, and Benedic-
tions. Of great importance is '"The Hartford Lectionary,' a
five-year calendar of readings for all Sundays, which insures
the reading of all the connected passages of the New Testa-
ment and much of the 01ld Testament, and the Psalms.

The Sacraments and Holy Rites are provided with alternate
forms, including carefully selected 'watchwords' for new
members and a Service of Engagement.

The Christian Year is represented by Services for the
Seasons. There is special care given to festal days and to
the Great Week. This section is a book in itself.

A Compendium of Commemaration recognizes the need for a
wide spectrum of alternate readings, from the New Testament,
from the intertestamental books, from the 0ld Testament, and
from the writings of poets and sages.
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Prayers for all Seasons suggests ways of approach to God
in public worship which touch the common needs of persons in
language which is at once contemporary and enduring.

In the experience of every Church there are occasions
which occur infrequently. Orders of Service are suggested
for each epic day, such as Ground Breaking, Dedication of
{eacons, Teachers, Officers, Musicians or a Christian Home.

The Music Section by Professor Ronald Huntington provides
an interpretation of the vital role of music in Congregation-
al worship. A wide selection of resources is organized by
seasons and by the character of the music. Thus, there are
hundreds of suggestions for preludes, postludes, offertories,
anthems, solos, oratorios/cantatas, weddings and memorial
services. The aim is to provide a varied diet of music which
will nurture soul growth.

Congregational Usage includes both polity and procedures.
These encompass a Church's Covenant Service; the call of a
minister by a Church, licensing and ordaining procedures and
services; installation, commissiening, and the preparaticns
therefor. Finally, there is a brief section on what to do in
time of trouble, including a "mutual council.™

It has been found helpful to place copies of this Worship-
book in the pews alongside the Hymnal, thereby the repeti-
tively duplicated Order of Morning Worship may be replaced.
Ample opportunity for a wide variety of expression in worship
is provided and individual creativity is encouraged.

The author/compiler bears testimony to the rich blessing
of Congregational worship. It lightens dark days, makes
glorious hours of sweet communion, and is an earthly fore-
taste of fellowship divine. hdg
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ORDERS OF WORSHIP

FIRST URDER OF MORNING WORSHIP

ORGAN PRELUDE "Deck Thyself, My Soul, With Gladness" Brahms

CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us worship the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 0 magnify the Lord with me; come, let us exalt His
Name together. Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.
Teach and admonish one another im all wisdom. Sing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs. Give thanks to God the
Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

HYMN OF PRAISE '"Come tThou Almighty King" Giardini

RECOGNITION OF SPIRITUAL NEED (Unison, people seated, bowed.)
Let us pray. Almighty God, Source of all strength,
understanging and love, forgive the sins that keep us from
You, illumine our minds by the light of Your truth; in-
spire our hearts by the presence of Your Spirit and teach
our unruly wills to act under the guidance of Your love,
that we may worthily worship You now, and sincerely serve
You all the days of our lives, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

In the words of our Lord when He taught His disciples
to pray, saying, Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your
Name. Your kingdom come. Your will be dore in earth, as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us. And leave us not in temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE "Let the Words of My Mouth" Baumbach

RESPONSIVE READING
{New Testament readings such as the Beatitudes; the
Psalms; selections from the Prophets; and the Wisdom 1lit-
erature. See pages B0-B1.}



ANTHEM "How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place" Brahms

SCRIPTURE LESSON
(Before the lesson, these words may be used:)
"Hear the Word of God in the ___ chapter, beginning at
the __ wverse, of the Book of M

(At the close of the lesson, these words may be used:)
"May God bless to us the reading of His Holy Werd, and
to His Name be glory and praise."”

CALL TO PRAYER
Minister:
The Lerd be with you.
Response: (sung by the choir or spoken by the people)
And with your spirit.
Minister:
Let us pray:
0 Lord, be merciful to us,
Responses (choir or people)
Grant us Your forgiveness and salvation.
Minister:
0 God, make clean our hearts within us.
Response: (choir or people)
Let Your Holy Spirit be upon us.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Let us pray. Father God, teach us to loock at the things
we see through clean windows, so that we may be sure what
we think we see is what is there to be seen.

hen doubts smudge the windows of the soul, grant us
renewal of trust through worship, prayer and study which
reaches right down to remew the foundations of our faith.

then fears make a film of jaundiced yellow on the win-
dows of life, put us in the midst of a circle of under-
standing friends, family life, and a church fellowship
alive with blessed and infectious assurance, joy, peace.

When we just can't see to accept the truth lest it
hurt us too deeply, plunge us into the midst of work or
give us opportunity for new perspective so that we may
find a fresh view of all of life by coming to see and to
share Your view of at least cne little bit of life.

Most especially, take our eyes off ourselves and focus
them on the work You have for us to do, and the life You
would have us live.

Father God, whenever the truth is waiting to be seen
clearly and to be applied freely, forgive us if we fail to
look straight at it or bid it open-hearted welcome. At
such times, give us grace to clean the windows of our
house of life. Thus, grant us good sight, good sense,
gracious living, capacity to overcome challenge, and the
will to live at one with ourselves, others, our world, and
You. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE "Hear Our Prayer, 0 Lord" Whelpton
HYMN OF DEVOTION "Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee" Dykes

ANNOUNCEMENT AND OFFERTORY
Freely you have received, freely give; the Lord loves a
cheerful giver.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM "To God On High Be Glory" Bach

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND DOXDLOGY
(The people will stand until the Minister is seated, after
a dedicatory prayer, such as:)
"Accept these gifts, our Father, as the outward and
visible tokens of our dedication of ourselves to Your
service in Christ's Name. Amen.”

SERMON
HYMN OF PURPOSE "Lead On O King Eternal" Smart
BENEDICTION

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

Amen.
CHORAL RESPONSE "Lead Me, Lord" Wesley
DRGAN POSTLUDE '"Pastorale in F™ Bach



SECOND OROER OF MORNING WDRSHIP

ORGAN PRELUDE "I Call To Thee Lord Jesus Christ" Bach

CALL TO WORSHIP
0 come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel
before the Lord our maker, for He is our God and we are
His people.

INVOCATION

Let us pray. 0O Lord our God, Who alene are worthy to be
praised by Your whole Church on earth and in heaven, we
glorify Your Name; for You have created us, You have re-
deemed us, and You love us with an everlasting love.
Cleanse us, we pray, by Your grace, and guide us by Your
Holy Spirit, that we may offer to You acceptable worships
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
"God of Our Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand" larren

PEDPLE'S CONFESSION OF SINS
{The Minister may First say:)
Let us confess our sins to God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Let us pray. Holy are You, Lord God; but we have sin-
ned; and now in true repentance we seek Your forgiveness.
Ue confess our faithlessness and our forgetfulness of Yous
our pride in ourselves and trust im our own righteousness;
our unwillingness to forgive others. Grant that, renewed
in faith and hope and love by the working of Your Holy
Spirit in our lives, we may live as faithful followers of
Your Christ, and come at last to Your eternal joy; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, Who taught His disciples to pray,
saying, "Our Father...Amen."

CHORAL RESPONSE '"Hear Our Prayer, 0 Lord" Whelpton

ANTHEM OF PRAISE "Jesus Joy of Man's Desiring" Bach

SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 55:6-13
Mark 7314-23
II Carinthians 7:14-21

PASTORAL. PRAYER (Thanksgiving, Intercession, God's Guidance)
CHILDREN'S TALK
HYMN OF DEVOTION "Fairest Lord Jesus" Willis

CALL TO GIVING
Remembher the words of the Lord Jesus; it is more
blessed to give than to receive.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM "Awake Us, Lord" Bach
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND DOXDLOGY (All standing)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray. O God, most holy and most loving, You are
willing to receive the gifts of Your people. Accept these
offerings which we present for Your service; and grant
that we may give ourselves to Your work and witness,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERMON

ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE
Let the words of our mouths be acceptable in Your
sight, 0 Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen.

HYMN OF PURPOSE "Jesus, Thou Divine Companion® Le Jeune

BENEDICTION
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep
your hearts and your minds in Jesus Christ and the bless-
ings of God Almighty, the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

DRGAN POSTLUDE "Fantasia and Fugue in G Minor" Bach



THIRD ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP

PRELUDE '"Choral Prelude" Brahms

CALL TO WORSHIP
tet us worship the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 0 give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His
mercy endures forever. Enter into His gates with thanks-
giving and into His courts with praise.

HYMN OF PRAISE "Holy, Holy, Holy!" Dykes

ANTHEM OF PRAISE
"Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies" Candlyn

SCRIPTURE LESSON:
01d Testament: Jeremiah 31:31-34
New Testament: Matthew 25:1-13

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION:
Let us pray. 0 God, the light of every heart that sees
You, the life of every soul that loves You, the strength
of every mind that seeks You, lead us ewer to continue in
Your holy love. Be the joy of our hearts. Enlarge our
lives with ever keener insight, and ever wider vision.
Amen.

HYMN OF DEVOTION
"Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart" Atkinson

SERMDN

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray. 0 great hearted Redeemer, hear our prayer
for those who desperately need You: for the sick of body,
mind and spirit; for the beaten down and broken; for the
friendless and homeless. Let Your healing Presence be
with them, we pray.' Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO GIVING
"They voluntarily gave according to their means, and
even heyond their means...sharing in this ministry."
II Corinthians B8:3-4

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

Let us pray. Almighty God, we, Your unworthy servants,
give humble and hearty thanks for all Your loving kindness
to us, and to all people. Ue bless You for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of life. But above
all, we thank You for Your limitless love so marvelously
made clear in Jesus Christ; to Whom, with You and the Holy
Spirit, be all glory, laud and honor. Amen,

HYMN OF FELLOWSHIP "0 Master, Let Me Walk With Thee" Smith

BENEDICTION
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be ameong
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

POSTLUDE "Postlude on Lowell Mason Hymns" Bingham



FOURTH ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP

PRELUDE
{Improvisation on Hymn Tunes)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Give to the Lord the glory due His Name.
5ing to the Lord a new Ssong.
Bless His Name and show forth
His salvation from day to day.
Praise His Holy Name!

HYMN OF PRAISE "Christ for the World! We Singt" Giardini

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION
Let us pray. le praise You, we adore You, we glorify
You for all Your wondrous love, of which we are unworthy.
Forgive our sins and imbue us with a kindly heart and
gracious spirit. Amen.

GLORY BE T0 THE FATHER

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 10:1-14
Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO GIVING

Let each person give as God inspires; not grudgingly,
but with joy.

10

OFFERTORY HYMN "Create in Me & Clean Heart" Berger

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray. Accept these offerings, O God, in token
of our giving of our lives in Your service, here, in this
place, and wherescever the arms of this Church reach out
to work with You. Amen.

SERMON

HYMN OF DEDICATION "Take My Life and Let it Be" Dykes

FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER
Thanksgiving

Intercession

Service

Lord's Prayer (debts and debtors)

CLOSING HYMN "Savior, Again To Thy Dear Name" Hopkins

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. Amen.

POSTLUDE

(Improvisation on Service Hymns)
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FIFTH DRDER OF MORNING WORSHIP

PRELUDE Franck
INTROIT "Send Out Thy Light and Thy Truth" Gounod

DPENING HYMN OR PROCESSIONAL
"Now Thank We All Our God" Cruger/Mendelssohn
INVOCATION
Let us pray. Our heavenly Father, You have promised to
hear us when two or three gather together in Christ's
Name. Depending on Your promise, we meet in Your Presence
to seek forgiveness and to ask for strength to serve You
as we ought to serve. Emable us to worship You inm spirit
and in truth, in sincerity and in trust, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, Our Father...
Amen, "

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER
ANTHEM "God Be In My Head" Edmundson

PASTORAL PRAYER
Holy Father of all;
Hear us as we pray for others,
Especially for those in danger
In doubt, in trial, or temptation.

Where there is fearfulness

Grant the blessing of Your Presence.
Where there is weariness and doubt
Come in confidence and power.

Where there is temptation

Lend Your aid! Nerve men for life's fray!
Where there is impurity and greed,
Cleanse, reform, rectify and redeem.
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We pray not only for others

But also for ourselves;

For we need You very much indeed

To help us to be the persons we ought to be.

Teach us to identify the causes

0f our willfulness and waywardness
And teach us how to deal with
Those springs of evil, permamnently!

Yea, God and Father of us all,

Unite our hearts to worship in truth
And move our hands and our feet

To serve You and our fellowmen in
Simplicity and in sincerity. Amen.

CALL TD GIVING

Let all who give do so with liberality, cheerfulness,
and a thankful spirit.

DOXOLOGY AND DEDICATION OF OFFERING
These offerings, now dedicated to Your service, are but
symbols of the giving of our whole being to You. Amen.

HYMN "Not Alone for Mighty Empire" Haydn
SERMON

HYMN "Christian, Rise and Act Thy Creed" Handel/Monk
BENEDICTION

Go in peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with
you always. Amen,

POSTLUDE "Triptyque" Benoit
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INFORMAL ORDER OF WORSHIP

HYMN S5ING
"Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus"
"Uho is on the Lord's Side"
"Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory"
"Brightly Beams Our Father's Mercy"

INVOCATION
Let us pray. Our Father, we have praised You with our
lips. Please send down Your Holy Spirit to strengthen our
high resolve and nerve us for life's fray, that we may be
faithful and devoted followers of Your beloved Son, our
tord, in Whose Name we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
01d Testament: Daniel 2:17-23
The Gospel: Luke 14:7-14
The Epistle: Hebrews 11:1-6

EXPOSITION OF THE SCRIPTURE
"You Are My Witness"

SEASON OF PRAYER
Confession
Supplication
Intercession
The Lord's Prayer

ANNODUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING

HYMN OF FELLOWSHIP
"Master, No Offering Costly and Sweet" Parker

BENEDICTION
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, that you may abound in hope, and serve Him
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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FIRST ORDER OF EVENING WORSHIP

SERVICE PRELUDE (Bach, Handel, other great composers)

CALL TO WORSHIP
It is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Seek
the Lord and His strength, seek His Presence continually.
And the Lord will rule over all the earth!

EVENING HYMN "Now the Day is Over" Barnby

INVOCATION

let us pray. Almighty God, from Whom comes every good
and perfect gift, and Who gives to all who desire the
spirit of goodwill and the knowledge of forgiveness.
Deliver us, as we draw near You, from coldness of heart,
and wandering of mind; so that with steadfast thoughts and
kindled affections we may worship You in Spirit and in
Truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, You know the
thoughts of our hearts. UWe confess that we have sinned
against You and done evil im Your sight. Forgive us, O
Lord, and cleanse us from the effects of all our sins.
Give us grace and power to put away all hurtful things; so
that, being delivered from the bondage of sin, we may
bring forth fruits worthy of repentance. Grant that, with
all our heart and mind, and strength, we may evermore seek
Your Way; and finally bring us into Your Holy Presence;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION

tet us pray. Most loving Father, Who teaches us to
give thanks for all things, to dread nothing but the loss
of Your Presence, and to cast all our care on You because
You care for us; keep us from faithless fears and needless
anxieties; and grant that no clouds of this mortal life
may hide us from the light of the love which is immortal,
manifested to us in Your Son, Jesus Christ ocur Lord.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Psalm 139 (selected verses)
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 1 Corinthians 13

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

Let us pray. Most gracious God, hear the praise of our
hearts, illumire our vision of truth, and use our hands to
help wherever there is need. lWe pray for all who are
hungry, downtrodden, or despairing. Send Your help, Your
light, Your love with convincing power. Yea, help them to
be made whole. Mear our prayers through Jesus Christ our
Lord, Who taught His disciples to pray, saying, "Our
Father... Forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us...Amen."

HYMN OF DEVOTION "Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayer" Heins

ANNDUNCEMENTS

CALL TD GIVING
"Let your light shine befare others, so that they may
see your good werks and give glory to your Father in
heaven." (Matthew 5:1B)

186

PRAYER OF DEDICATIDN

let us pray. Most gracious God, You bhave called Your
Church to worship You. Receive our sacrifice of praise.
Accept and bless this offering which we make; and give us
grace to dedicate ourselves to Your service, in the Spirit
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERMDN

PRAYER

Let us pray. O God, our heavenly Father, with Whom there
is no darkness, but the night shines as the day; we commit
ocurselves and all who are dear to us into Your care and
protection. Grant us rest and peace; refresh us for the
work we have to do; make us always willing and ready for
Your service; and bring us finally to the eternal light of
Your Presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PURPOSE  "Rise Up, O Men of God" Walter

DBENEDICTION

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep
your hearts and your minds in Jesus Christ our Lord; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you aluays.
Amen.

SFRVICE POSTLUDE ™Air a La Bourree" Handel
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SECOND ORDER OF EVENING WORSHIP

SERVICE PRELUDE "Evening Song" Barstow

CALL TO WORSHIP
(Use one or more sentences of Holy Scriptures, such as:)

™he Lord is near to 2ll who call on him...in truth,”
(Psalm 145:18)

"ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.”
{Matthew 7:7)

"A11 who humble themselves will be exalted." (Matthew
23:12)

INVOCATION
Let us pray. Most gracious God, Who seeks us before we
ever turn to You, and Who is always with us, even when we
know it noty grant to us now the assurance of Your near-
ness and Your love, and give us that peace of heart and
mind and soul which You have promised through Your Son.
Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Let us pray. lWe confess that we have yielded to temp-
tation and fallen into sin. We have tried to live without
You in the world, and have refused to admit Your claim
upon our lives. We have sought our own advantage and have
closed our hearts against our fellowmen. Have mercy upon
us, we most humbly beseech You; blot out all our sins; and
grant that, reconciled to You and to one another, we may
show forth all Your praise: through Jesus Christ our lLord,
Amen.

HYMN OF PRESENCE
"sun of My Soul, Thou Savieur Dear” Vienna/Monk

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Psalm 29
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HYMN OF THE WORD
"Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak" Arr. Schumann

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON John 1:1-14

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND SUPPLICATION

Let us pray. Abundant source of every good and perfect
gift, we offer thanks to You out of grateful hearts. You
know our faults, which are many: our hasty words that
ought not to have been spoken, our dullness of understand-
ing of others, and the waywardness of our affections.
forgive us, strengthen and sustain us in all our wander-
ings, and bring us safely to Your open arms. Hear our
prayers through Jesus Christ our lord, Who taught His
disciples to pray, saying, "Our Father...Amen." (debts
and debtors)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO GIVING
bive as God has given unto you, freely and gladly.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray. 0 God our Father, who gave Your only Son
for our 1life and salvation; give us such thankful hearts,
we beseech You, that our offerings may be acceptable to
You through the same Jesus Christ our lord. Amen.

SERMDN

HYMN_ OF ACTION
"Lead Us, O Father, in the Paths of Peace" Langran

BENEDICYTION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

SERVICE POSTLLDE
Yariations on "The Lord Is My Shepherd" wright
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