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PREFACE

Learning about the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches is not easy. No
comprehensive history has been written. Only a few of the founders remain active. No seminary offers a
course tailored to it. Months or vears of participation, informal contacts, and overhearing the scuttlebutt
are usually required. The "Congregational History and Polity" course is designed to accelerate the
learning curve by immersing the student in modem Congregationalism's traditions and practices, as well
as in the more comprehensive Congregational story.

We see this as essential for seminarians seeking a firm foundation in the community they are
preparing to serve. Equally important is educating the many ministers who come to Congregationalism
from other traditions. Church members seeking a better understanding of their faith may also appreciate a
package that brings widely scattered materials together.

The first volume, for instance, of Readings in the History and Polity of the National Association
of Congregational Christian Churches collects Congregational reflections of the nature of the church(es)
as recorded in the Congregationalist magazine. The articles collected are neither comprehensive nor
definitive; we are not even certain to what extent they are representative. What can, however, be said is
that the authors are men and women active in the Association whose views the magazine's editors deemed
worthy of distribution.

At the very least the readings collected inform the reader of the parameters of discussion within
the NACCC. They will additionally provide an introduction to leaders of the Congregational way and
hopefully some insight into this movement's peculiar contribution to the Body of Christ.

This project is in its early stages. We would appreciate your suggestions and notice of our errors

and omissions.

Rev. Dr. Arlin T. Larson, editor
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INTRODUCTION

Though of paramount importance to the sixteenth century founders of Congregationalism,
and to the twentieth century founders of the National Association of Congregational Christian
Churches, polity concerns have never constituted the sole focus of Congregationalism.
Congregationalists have been deeply involved in the full range of American intellectual, cultural,
social, and political life. The Supplementary Readings will engage you in this wider scope of
concerns. Most are excerpted from longer works, hoping to give the flavor of the authors’ style
and letting them define the issues in their own terms. Perhaps you will want to follow up with the
complete version of some. The Congregational Library in Boston is available to help you find
documents that are no longer in print.

These authors expressed concerns and views in ways considered exemplary or definitive
by their contemporaries. It behooves us to pay attention. To understand earlier sections of the
path we are now on. To gain insight into contemporary situations. Perhaps even to be wakened to
issues and modes of understanding to which our ancestors were better attuned than we. Are
certain actual events the will and action of God & others not? When, for example, Edward
Johnson marvels at the “Wonder-working Providence of Zion’s Savior,” which he sees at work
in the Puritan migration, it makes our contemporary sense of God’s working seems vague &
indefinite. As mainline Protestantism is challenged by Pentecostalism and evangelicalism, the
early Congregationalists’ focus on conversion and church membership again becomes relevant.
Urbanism, multiculturalism, immigration? We have still not resolved the issues attended to by
Josiah Strong and Washington Gladden.

Some works may feel vaguely alien, even objectionable, from a twentieth century
perspective. It could be literary style. The use of “f” for “s” and “v” for “u” (and vice versa), the
“thee’s” and “thou’s” of the seventeenth and eighteen centuries. Or it may be more substantive.
Jonathon Edward’s “angry God.” William Ellery Channing’s debunking of traditional doctrines.
Josiah Strong’s celebration of (and challenge to) the “Anglo-Saxon” race. The point, however, is
not so much to judge as to understand the depth and scope of Congregational faith, and to
appreciate its enormous creativity. Hopefully to let our minds be expanded by our forebearers
and join the dialogue with them in contemporary circumstances.
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DI AL O G U E

CONCERDNING THE

S L AV E R Y

F T 91 K

AFRICANS

Shewing it to be the Duty and Inr{:?! of the Jmeruar;
i

States to emancipate all thelr African Slaves.

W I TH AN

ADDRESS to the owners of fuch Sravrs.
DEDICATED TO THE HONQURAGBLE THE

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.

To which is prefixed, the Inftitution of the Society, ih
New-Yorx, for promoting the Manwniffion of Slawves,
and protefling fuch of them as bawe been, or mgy be,
Iiberated.

‘Open thy mouth, judge nghtcouﬁy, and plead the caufe

of the poor and needy. Prov. xxxi. 9.
And as ye would that men fhould do to ysu, do ye 2lfo to
themn likewife. Luke vi..31.

NORWICH : Printed by Juvan P. Srooner, 1770.

N E W - Y O R K:
Re-primed for RosertT Hovpoor.
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A refpeltable number of Citizens hawing forim-
ed themfelves into a Society for promoting
the Manumiflion of Slaves, and protcéting
Such of them as bave been, or may be, libera:-
ed, the following Extracts from their Pro-
ceedings, are publifbed for the informaticr
of the Public.

5 HE benevolent Creator and Father of men, hav.

ing given to them all an equal right to life, 1i-
berty, and property, no Sovereign power on earth can
juftly deprive them of cither ; but in conformity toim-
partial government and laws to which- they hare ex-
prefsly or racitly confented,

 Jt is our duty, therefore, both as free Citizens and
Chriltizns, not only to regard with compaffion, the in-
jultice doneto thole among us who are held as llaves ;
but to endeavour, by lawful ways and means, to enabic
them to fhare equally with us, in that civil and rcligi-
ous Liberty, with which an indulgent providence has
blefTed thele States, and to which thele our brethren
are, by nature, as much entitled to as ourfelves.

“ The violent attempts lately made to feize and cx-
port for (ale, feveral free Negroes, who were peaceably
following their refpeétive occupations, in this city,
muft excite the indignation.of every friend to humani-
ty, and ought to reccive exemplary ponifhment.

“ The hope of impunity is too often un invincible
temptation to tranf{greffion ;- and as the helple(s con-
dition of the perfons alluded to, doubtlefs expofed them
to the outraze they experienced, fo it'is probable that
the likecircumtances may again expole them and cthers
to fimilar violences. Deltitute of friends and of know-
ledge, Rruggling with poverty, and accuftomed to fub-
miflion, they are under great difadvamages in aflerting
their rights,

“ Thefe confiderations induce us to orm ourfelves
o a Seciety, 1o be ftiled a Society for promeging the:
banumifon of Slavas, and prote@ing fuch of thewn as
lave been, or may be, liberated.
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X5 the Honoursble Members of the CONTINENTAL
CONGRESS, Reéprafentatives of the Tairreey

Uniten AMmericayn Coronisa®,

MucH HovourEdn GENTLEMEN,

AS God the Great Father of the Univerfe, Has made
you the fathers of thefe Colonies; and in anfwer
6 the prayers of his people, given youcounfel, and that
wifdom and integrity, in the cxertion of which, you
hxve been fuch great and oxtenfive blefings, and ob~
tained the approbation and applaufe of your vonlituents,
20d the refpect and veneration of the nations in whal®
fight you have affed, in the important, noble frugglo
for LisgrTY : We natusally look to you ia boh:}? of
atore than half 2 million of pesfons in thefe Colonies,
who are under fuch a degree af o‘)pfcﬂ'mn and tyran.
ny, as to be wholly deprived of all civil and perfunal
Itberty, to which théy have as good 2 right as any of
their fellosw.men, and are reduced to the molt abjelk
ftate of bondage and (Tavery, without any juft caufe.
We have particular encouragement thus to apply to
you, fince you have had the honour and happinels of
leading thefe Colonics to refolve to flop the fave-
trade ; and to buy no more flaves imported from Afri~
ca. We have fatisfaltion of the beR affurances
that yoa have done this not mcerly from political rea-
fons: but from a conviétion of the unrightecalmefs and
cruefty of that trade, and a ragard to jullice and bene-
volence, deeply fenfible of the inconfitence ot promot-
ing the flavery of tHe Africans, at the fame time e are
aferting our own civil liberty, 2c the rifque of our for-
tunes and lives, This leaves in aur mindsno doube of

yoar being fenhble of the equal wnrighteoufnels and

® The reader is defired to obferve, that the Arft edition of
this dialogue was publited early in the year 1776, before the de-
charatioa of our Independence,

[ 9]

opprefhion, as well a3 inconfiltence with ourfelves, in
holding fo many hundreds of thoufand+ of blacks in fla-
very, who have an equal right to freedom with our-
{elves, while we are maintaining this ftruggle for our
own and our children’s liberty * 2nd a hope and con-
Adence that the cries and tears of thefe opprefled will
be regarded by you ; and that your wifdom and the
great influence you have in thele colonies, will be fo
properly and effetually exerted, asto bring about a to-
tal abolition of flavery, in fuch a manner as thall greatly
promote the happinefs of thofe opprefled firangers, and
the beft intereft of the publie,

There are many dificulties and obftacles; we are fen-
fible, in the way of this good wark . But when the pro-
priety, importance, and neceflity of it, come into vicw,
we think ourfelves warranted to addrefs you, in the*
words fpoken to Ezra, on an occafion not wholly dif-
fimilar.  * Arife, for this matter belongeth unto you ;
we al(o will be with you : be of gaod courage and do it.”

The righteous and merciful governor of the world
has given the greatel encouragement to go on, and tho-
roughly exccute judgment, and deliver the fpoiled
out of the hand of the oporeflor, both in his word, and
in.the wonderful things he has done for us fince we have
began to reform this public iniquity. Bue if we ftop
here, what will be the confequence !-

It is obfervable, that when the Swifs were engaged
in their ruggle for liberty, in which they (o re-
markably fucceeded, they entered into the following
public refolve s *“ No Swifs fhall take away any thing
by violence from another, neither in time of war, nor
peace.” * How reafonable and important is it that we
{hould at this time heartily enter into, and theroughly
execute fuch a refolution ! And that this implies the
cmaencipation.of all our African flaves, furely none can

doubt,

* Dr. Zusivy's Short Account, p, 47

A-z -
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In this view, the following dialogue s humbly offered
to your perufal, hoping that 1t may have your approba-
i d patronage.
UORA:; yo}: judgg,: the poor of the people, fave the
children of the needy, relleve the opprefed, and de-
Jiver the [poiled out of the handsof the oppreflor ; and be
the happy inftruments of procuring and eftabliftiing
univerfal LiBsrTY to white and blac.k, to be trani-
mitted down to the latelt pofterity ! With high efteem,
and the moft friendly fentiments, We are, honourable

Gentlemen ;
’ Your very humble fervants,

Tus EDITORS,

PSS OSSP S SIS S
NN
DS SISiS @

A DIALOGUE, &ec.

4. CIR, Whatdo you think of tha motion made by
fome among us, to free all our African flaves?

They fay, that our holding thele blacks in flavery, ay
we do, is an open violation of the law of God, ard is
fogreat en inftance of unrightecufnsfs snd cruelty, thay
we cannot expet deliverance from prefent calamiries,
and (uccefs in-our Rruggle for Tiberty in.the American
colonies, until we repent, snd make all the reflicution
1o our power. For my part, I think they carry things
much too far on this head; and if any thing night be
done for the freedom of our flaves, this is nat a proper

- time to attend toit, while we arein (ucha ftate of war

and diftrefs; and aftairs of much greater importance da-
mand all our attention, and the utmoR cxertion of the
public.

B. Sir, I am glad you have introduced this fuhjeft,
efpecially, as you own a number of thefe flaves ; I fhal]
attend to it with pleafure, and offer my fentiments up-
on it freely, expacting you will as treely propofs theob-
je&ions you fhall have againft any thing I {hall advance.
And I take Jeave here to obferve, that if the flavery in
which we hold the blacks, is wrong ; it is a very great
and pablic fin; and therefore a fin which God is now
teftifying againkt in the calamities he has brought upon
us, confequently muft be reformed, before we can rea-
fonably expeft deliverance, or even fincerely atk for jr.
It would be worfe than madnefs then, to put off atten
tion to this matter, under the notion of attending to
more important affeirs.  This is a@ing like the mari-
ner, who, when his fhip is filling with water, negle@s
ta ftop the lcak or ply the pump, that he may mend his
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fail:.‘: There are at the lowelt computation, 800,000
flavesin Briti/h America,including the Weft-India iflands;
and a greac part of thele, are in the colonieson the con-
tinent. And if this isin every inftance wrong, un-
righteoulnefs and oppreflion ; it muft be 2 very greac
and crying fin, there being nothing of the kind equal to
it om the faceof the carth. There are but few of thefe
flaves, indeed in New-England, compared with the valt
numbers in the iflands 20d the fouthern colonies; and
they.are treated much betteron the continent, and efpe.
cially among wus, than they are in the Wefd-Indies.
But if it be all wrong, and real oppreflion of the pocr
helplefs blacks, we, by refufing to break this yoke, and
Iet thefe injured captives go free, do pradlically jullify
and {upport this {lavery in gencral, and make ourfelves,
in a meafure at leaft, anfwerable for the whole: and
we have na way to exculpate ourfelves from the guilt of
the whole, and bear proper teftimony againit this great
evil, but by freeing all our flaves, Surely then, this
matter admits of no deley ; but demands our firft, and
moft ferious attention, and {peedy reformation.

A. I'acknowledge the fave trade, as it has been car~
ried on with the 4fricans, cannot be jullified. But I
am not yet convinced that 1t is wrong to keep thole in
perpetual bondage, who by this trade have been tran(s
fortcd from Africa to us, and are become our flaves.
£ viewed thisin the light you do, I thould agree with,
you that it is of the highelt importance that they fhouid
all be.made free without delay; as we zould not ex.
pect the favour of Heaven, or with any confitency ak
it, fo long as they are held in bondage.

B. I am glad you haye attended to the affair fo much.
23 to be convinced of the. unrighteoufne(s of the flave
trade. Indeed, this conviftion has been fo fpread of
late, that it is has reached almoftall mea on the.contis
nent, excepefome of thofe who are too deeply intercfted
1n it, to admit the light which condemns 1t.  Aad it
has naw but few advocates, I believe; being generally
condemned and exploded. And themembers of the

[ 13 ]

Continentat Congrefs have done themfelves much ho.
nour, in advifing the American coloniesto drop this trade
entircly ; and refolving not to buy another flave, that
thall be imported from Africa.

But I think it of importance that this trade fhould not
only be condenned as wrong, out attentively confidered
inits real nature, and all its (hocking attendauts and
circumfances; which will lead us to think of it with 4
deteftation and horror, which this {eene of inhumanicy,
oppreflion and cruelty, exceeding every thing of tie
kind that has ever been perpetrated by the fons of men,
is [uited to excite ; and awaken usto a proper indigna-
tion againft the authors of this violence and outrage,
done to their fellow men ; and to feelings of numanity
and pity towards oar brethren, who ars the miferable
fuffcrers. Therefore, though I am nct-able to pain:
tits horrid fcene of barbarity and complicated iniquity,
to the life, or even to tell the one haif which may be
told, in the fhort time allotted for this converflation ;
yet Lwill faggeft 2 few particulars; lcaving you, if you
pleafe, to confult the authors who have given 2 more
particular defeription.

Malt of the Africans are in a fRate of heatheni(m;
and (unk down into that ignorance and barbarity, into
which mankind naturally fall,; when deftitute of divine
revelation,  Their lands are fertile, and produce allthe
neceffailes of life: The inhabitants are divided into
many dittin&t nations or clans; and ot courfe are fre-
quently eatering into quarrels, and open war with each
other. The Europeans, Englif, Frerch, Dutcn, &c. have
carried on 2 wade with them for above 100 years; and
have taken :dvantage of their ignorance and barbarity,
1o perfuade them o enter into the inhuman pradtice of
felling one another to the Eurcpeans, for the commodi-
ties which they carry to- them, molt of which, thzy
ftind ir no real nced of : but might live zs well, or bee.
ter without them : particularly {piritous liquors, whica
have been carried to them iBn great quantities by the
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Americars.  They, by this means, have tempted and ex-
cited the poor blacks to make war upon one another,
in order to get captives, [preading diitrefs, devaftation
and deftruétion over a valt country ; by which many
millions have perifhed : and millions of others, have
been captivated, and fold (o the Europeans and dmericars,
into a stace of flavery, much worfe thad death. And
the inhabitants of the towns ncar the fea, are taught to
exert all -the art 2nd power they have, to entrap and de-
coy one another, that they maynake.flaves of them, and
fcil them to us for rum; by which they intoxicate them-
{clves, and become more brutifh and lavage than other-
wife they could be, fo that there are but few inftances
ot fobriety, honelty, or even humanity, in thele towns
on the fea, to which.the Eurspeans have accels : and
they whe live the -furtheft from thefle places, are the
Jealt vicious, and much more civil and humane.

They (tand in no need of the rum that is carried there
m fuch valt uaontities, by which fo many thoufands
have been euflaved, and which has {pread fuch infinite
mifchief umong them. And I leaveit with you tecon-
fider to what a dreadful degree the Ldmericans have, by
this abominzble praflice, brought the curie upon them,
rronsunced by an infpired prophet ; and how very ap-
plicable it is to this cafe.  ** Woe unto him that giv.
¢ utiy his neighbour drink: that putteft thy botde to
““ him, und makelt him drunken alfo, that thou mayft
“ look on their nakednels *.”* Arnd is notthis curfe evi-
demly come upon uy, in a dreadful degree, in fucha
veav, 1s 1o paint itdelf out, fo that he who rums may
read it? We have put the bottle to our neighbours
mouths, by carryingimmenfe quantitics of ram.to them,
and inticed them o drink, thatwe might take advuntage
af their weaknels, and thercby gratify our lufts. By
this means muititudes of them have been enflaved, and
srried to the Wei-India iflands, there to be kept tohard
Jabour, and treated ten thouland times. wprf; than dogs.
Inwconleguence of which, incredible quantitics of runy,

4 Hab. il 135,

{ 151

and molaffes which has been diftilled into rum among
ourfelves, have been imported ; the molt of which is
confumed in intemperance and drunkennefs, in fuch 2
dreadful degree, as to cxceed any thing of the kind in
any part of the world ; by which thoulands, yea milli-
ons, have ruined themfielves, body and foul, for ever.
Let any one confider this, and forbear to confels, if he
can, that this woe has fallen heavily upon us, and that in
fuch a way and conncétion as to point out the finfal
caule, ~

Butto return. ( This trade has been carried on for
2 century and morc, and for mnany ycars palt, above an
hundred thouland have been brought off the coait in a
year, fothatmany, many millions have been torn from
Iheir native country, their acguaintance, relations and
friends, and mofi of thein purineo a flace of flavery, both
themlelves, and their children for ever, if they fhail have
any pollerity, much worfe than death. When numbers
of thefe wretched creatures are collected by the [avages,
they are brought into the public market to be fold, ali
naked as they were born. The more than favage flave-
merchant views them, and fends his furgeon, more par-
ticularly to examine them, as to the foundnefs of their
linbs, their age, &e.  All that are pafled as fic for (2)e,
are branded with 2 hat iron in fome part of their body,
with the buyers mark ; and then confined, crowded to-
gether in fome clofe hold, till a convenient time to puc
them on board a fhip. When they are brought on
board, all are immediately put i irons, except fome of
the women perhaps, and. the {mall children, where they
are fo crowded together in that hot climate, that com-
monly a confiderable number dicon their paffage to the
Wefl Indies, occafioned partly by their confinement,
partly by the grief and vexation of their minds, from

the treatment they receive, and the fituation in which

they find themfelves. And a number commoniv die

after they arrive atthe #ef-Judies, in feafoning to the

ciimate ; fo that, commonly, not above feventy in an

hundred {urvive their tranipostation ; by which neans
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about thiity thoufand are murdered every year by thix
Have-trade, which amounts to three millions in a cen-
wry. When they are brought to the Wefl-Indies, they
are again expofled to market, as if they were fo many
beafts, and fold to the higheft bidder; where again
they are [eparated according tu the humour of the ta-
ders, without any regard to their friendfhips or relations,,
of hufbands and wives, parents and children, brothers
snd hlters, &c. being torn {rom cach other, without
the Jeaft regard to any thing ot this kind, and fent tor
different placés, without any profpeét of fecing each
other again, They are then put under a tatk. matler, by
the purchafing planter, who appoints them their work,
and rules over them with rigour and cruclty, following
thein with his cruel whip, or appoirting one to do ‘1, if
poflible, more cruel than himfell. The infirm and fee-
ble, the females, and even thofe who are pregnant, or
have infants to take care of, muft do their tatk in the
field equally with the reft ; or if they fall behind, mzy
be fure to feel the lath of their unmerciful driver.
Their allowance-of food at the fame time is very coarle
and fcant, and muft be cooked by themiclves, ilycookcd
at all, when they want to be allecp. And ofien they
have no food but what they procure for themfelves, by
working on the {abbath ; for that is the only time they
have to themfelves. And to make any complaint, or
petition for relief, will expofe them to feme fevere pa-
nitfhment, if not a cruel death. The leat real or fup-
pofeable crimes in them, are punifhed in the molt cruel
manoer.  Andthey have no relief; there being np ap-
pezl from thelr mafters fentence and will, who ccm-
monly are moce like favage-beafts, than rational, hu-
mnan creatures.  And to petition for liberty, though in
the moft tumble and modeft terms, is asmuch as their
lives are ssorth 3 as few efcape the molt cruel death,
who prefume to hint uny thing of this kind to their
muters : It being 2 maxim with thofe more than cruel
tyrsnts, that the enly way to keep them under, and
prevent their thinking of the Tweets of Jiberty, is to pu-

[ 17 )

niflh the lcalt intimation of it in the feverelt manner, as
the moft intolerable 2front and infult on their mafters,
‘Their labour is fo hard, and their diet fo {cant and poor,
2nd they are treated inall refpe@s with fuch oppreffion
and cruelty, that they do not encreafe by propagation
in the iflands, but conliantly decreale, fo that every
planter muft every year purchale five at Jeaft to every
hundred he hason his plantation, in order to keep his
number from ciminifliing.

But it is in vain to attempt 2 full defsription of the
oppreflicn and cruc! treatment thefe poor creatuies re-
ceive conftantly atthehands of their imperious, unmer-
ciful, worfe than Egyptian tafiz-muliers. Wourds canrot
utter it.  Volumes might be wiirien, and not givea
detail of a theutandth part of the fliockingly cruel
things they bave fuffered, and arz conllantly fuffering.
Nor czn they poilibly be conceived of by any onc,
who las not been an eye witnefs,  And how Jiude 2
pare does he fee! They who ars witnefles to any pait
of this horrid fcene of Larbarcues oppreflion, cannct but
feel the truzh and propriety of Sedemen’s words : * So
I returned, and coanlldered ali the oppreflions thi:t are
done under the fun : and behold the tears of the opprel-
fed, and they had no comforter ; and on the fide of the
opprellors there was power ; but they had no comiorter.,
Wherefore I praifed the dead, which are sircady dead,
more than the living which are yetalive ® 2" Solknen
never [aw any opprefiion like thiz, unlels ke looked for-
ward to this very inltance, in the {piricef prophely.

A. Sir, there 13 one important circwnitance in favour
of the flave-trade; or which will at lealt ferve to coun-
terballance many of the evils you mention ; and thatis,
we bring ticle flaves from a hcathen land, to placesof
golpel light ; and fo put them under fpecial advantages
to be faved.

D. I know this has been mentioned by many m. fa.
vour of the flave-trade : but when examined, will turn
greatly againft it. It can hardly be {aid with trath,

* Becl ive 1, 2.
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that the Wef.India iflands are places of gofpel light.
But if they were, are the Negroes in the Jeaft benefited
by it ? Have they any acceis tothe gofpsi ? Have they
any inftruttion, more than if they were bealls ? So far
from this, thac their mafters goard againft their having
any inftruétion to their utmolt; and if any ene weuld
attempt any {uch thing, it would be at the rifque of his
Jife. And all the pror creatures learn of Chriftianicy,
from what they fee in thofe vzho call themfelves Chril-
tians, only ferves to prejudice them in the higheft degree
againlt the Chriftian religion.  For they not only fee
the zbominably. wicked lives of moft of thote who are
called Chriltians, bucare confantly opprelied by then,
and yeceive as crueltreatment from-theimn, as they could
from the worlt of beings. And asto thole who are
brouglit to the continent, in the fouthern coionies *,
and cven to Neaw-England, fo little pains are taken to
infiruf them, and there is fo much 1o prejudice them
agaitit Chriltianicy, that it is a very great wonder, and
owing to an extraordinury divine interpofiticr, in
which we may fav, God gues out of his cominomr way,
thit any of them fhould think favourably of Chrigtianity,
and cordially embrace itr.  As to the mott of theni, no
wonder they are unteachabié, and get'no good by the
gofpel ; but have imbibed the deepett prejudices ayainit
it, from the treatment they reccive from profefied
Chriftians ; prejudices which molt of them are by theie
circumftances reftrained trom cxprelling ; wliic ihey
are fixed in the itrongeft degree in their minds.

Bat if chis was not the cale, and all the faves brought
from.Africa, were put under the beit advaniages to be-
come Chriftians, and they were in circumttances thac

* Tt can be proved, that fince the war begun, a propafal was
made to (end fome blacks, who were qualified ro teach Chriftian ..
ity, into-the fouthern colonies, to teach the blacks there, and
attempt to Chriftianize them : but the gentlemen who were bet.
ter acquainted with thedifpofition of flave.helders, iu thefe parts,
difcouraged the defign, and faid the matters of tie blacks in ge~
neral, would not (uffer.any fuch thisg !
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tended to give them the moft favourable idea of Chrif-
tians, and the religion they protefs * ; und though all
concerned in this trade,and in flavery in general, fhould
have this wholfy'in view, viz. their becoming Chriffians,
by which they fhould be cternally happy.; yet this
would not juftify the flave-trade, or conunuing them
in a ftate of flavery : For to take ‘this method te chrif-
tianize them, would be a direct and grofs violation of
the Jaws of Chrift. He commands us to go and preach
the gofpel to all nations ; to carry the gofpel to them,
andl not to go, and-with violence bring them from their
native country, without faying a word to them, or to
the nations from whoou they are taken, about the gofpel,
or any thing that relates.to it.

If the Europeans and Americans had been = much en-
gaged to chriftianize the Africans, as they have been to
cnfllavc them ; and had been ar half the coft and paing
10 introduce the goipel among them, that they have to
captivase and deftroy them; we have all the reafon in
the world to conclude that extenfive conntry, contain-
ing luch a valt multitude of inhabitants, would have
been full of gofpel light, and the many nations there,
civilized and made happy; and a faundation laid for
the falvation of millions of millicns ; and the happy in-
ftruments of it have been rewarded ten thoufand fold
for all their labour and expence. But now, inftead of
this, wiat has been done on that coaft, by thofe who
pafs among the Negroes for Chriftians +, has only
ferved ro produce and fpread the greateft and mott decp-
rooted prejudices againft the Chriftian religion, and
bar the way to that which is above all things defirable,

* Which cannot be the cafe, fo-loog as fhey are held in a
flate of flavery, or they ure brought away from their.native coun.

try in the manner they are; fo that the fuppofition is j
ent, and deitroys itfelf, M

T For they have no way to get 1n idéaof a Chritisa, but
from the appearance and conduét of the Europeansor Americans,

in the pradtice of all their unrighteoulnef
bl el ghteoulnels, croelty, profanenefs
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ir coming to the knowledge of the truth that they
::;.;ht be f:gvcd. So that while, by the murdering or
enflaving millicas of millions, they have brough'tt;
curfe upon them(clves, and on all that partake wi
them, they haveinjured in the highett degrec innumer-
able nations, and doac what they could to prevent
their falvation, and to faften them down in 1gnora]qcc
and barbarity to the lateit polkerity !=—Who can realize
all chis, and not feel a mixcure of grief, pity, indigna-
tion and horror, truly ineffable! And muft he not be

filled with zeal to do his utmoft to put a fpeedy itop 10

this feven-headed monfter ofiniquity:):l.éh all the hor-
id trai evils with which it is attended.

nd::c;.nc:r{ any one confider all thefe things, and yhct
pretend to juftify the flave.trade, or the flavery of t ei-
Hfrieans in America? s it mot unpoﬁiplc, that ahrel
Chriftian, who has attended to all chis, fhouid wi
any hand in this trade ? And it requires the utmol

ity | did, or
harity to fuppofe that any one ever did,
f:::tt:;; f:rrcrel?zz Afrfff: flave, with a fincere view to

fnake a truc Chriftian of him *.

S e ) Hat
‘% Tt has been often Mid, in'vindication of the dave trade,t :
the bllack:-are fo cruel to cach sther, that they wo;:ld :Phue: (:;1;
captives to death, if they could not fell themj fot :'ttkinznefa.
buy them fave cheir lives, and d<_l them the greatt:. i
And, at the fame time, thiz trade is of the greacelt acy 20 aﬁl i
the Wek-India iflands and the fouthern Scates, auc;‘ i
cannexion with them: For while men cannac doft :hu s
which is done by the blacks, in thofe hot :Ilm:'te;,b:ur s o

paot the blacks 'mrroducerd and improved, all thisla ’
i afe. -
pﬂ:::;«:;f l';"h:;:fit'uc:[e:ﬂom may be 3 fufficient vmhdul::::?nff
-trade with the interefted and inaltentive ;- -
;'::ti‘lllv:nd judicious will fee wi t: gow l;lul; |r:=£?:;?>if::i}:i:::.{
are nrged, when they have attended to the foljo L e e
is.no evidence that thofe people did ki e cap
in:\:‘::all,' J:ich they took in war j but the contrary lswch«;dlc‘::::;
from the account given of them by thole F.ulrt:pp\':.n:rl{.rmt Lo
travelled and lived lo..geit amony tiem. Thcy.rcrmu vy
nations, which have not ‘been currupted by th:. W ““,a sl
in generzl, induftrious, friendly and l:gotpuzbij,h:n“mfm.“ o
meafure happy in the enjoyment of fociety, aud the ¢t

life. [See A fourt account of that part of Afeica icbabied by 1be
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A. All this feems to be little to the purpoie ; fince
it was granted in the beginning of our converiztion,
that the flave-trade, as it has been carried on, is not to
bejultificd. Butwhatis this to the queltion we propofed
to confider ; which is, Whether it be wrang to hold
the blacks we have among us in a ftate of flavery, or
ought to fet them frec without delay?  To this you
have faid lktle or nothing as yer,

Negroer, printed at Philadelphia, 176201 And there is abun-
dant cvidence from hiltery, and teftimoniet inconteltible, that
thefe nations have bren encouraged and induced to carry on moft
of their wars, for more than a century putt, by the Europeans
and- Americans, that they might get captives to fell to traders in
the fouls and bodies of men ; and where this rade has been the
means of faving ove life, it has deGroyed millivns. Therefore,
if profeffing-Chriftians, inftead of encouraging them in their cru.
clty, and tempting.them to dedroy, eaptivate, and fell each
other, had taken 2y much pains to teach them humaaity and be-
nevolence, a3 they have to reduce millions to a ftate of Navery
worle than death; they might have fayed as many hives, a3 pow
they have been the mezns of deftroying.

Befides, the cruclty of thofe favages to each other, it no war.
rant to the flave.trader to buy thofe fuppafed vi&ims, and put
them into a ftate of flavery,. which, by thir own confeffion, is
worfe than death, This, furely, isnot an aét'of mercy, bucaf
crueltys The voice of mercy and humanity is againlt feliing
them as flives. Who docs not know that, ** one who was the
means of preferving a man's life, is not, thercfore, entituled 1o
make him a flave, and fell'tdm, a5 he does a piece of poods,*

As to other (uggedions, viz. That the blacksare necellary to
cultivate the lands in thofe hot climates, fince che whites are:
not able to labour there, it may be oblerved, rbar these is ne rhe
leaft ewidence of this, butsruch of the centrary, Whites are healthy,
a0d do the labour in the Eaft-Indies, whichblacks do in the Wef,
in the fame climate; and that to mdehgreater advantage, of
which authentic accounts havz becn publithed. The truth is,
moft of the whites which are born in the fouthern ftates, or the
Weit-Indies, are naot educat=d to labaar, but, grezt part of them,
in‘idlenefe and intemperance. The blacks: are introdnced to do
the work, and it is thought a difgrace far a whice perfon Yo gec
his living by labour, By this means, the whites in genaral are
vicious, and all imbibe fucira haughey and tyrannical fpirit, by
holding fo niany Nlaves, that they are above labour, and many ot
them, rather a-plaguc than a bleding ‘to all sbout thein : And

B a
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B~ AT I have faid upon the flave-trade, to fhew the
mrightcoufncfs, the cruelty, the murder, the oppofition
to Chriftianity and the fpread of the golpel among the
/Ifrimm;thc deftruttion of whale nations, and myriads
of fouis, which are contained in this horrid practice,
has been principally with 2 view to a more clear and
{ztisfactory determination of the quedion before us,
which you have now renewedly propofed—For I think

whole familids are ruined for ever, by means of this Navery.
Whereas, if African flaves had. never been introduced, ot this
itavery were now-zbalifhed:; and every man had his farm-or plan-
tation, no more than he could cultivate to the beft advantage, by
the heip of his children, and perhaps 2 few hired men ;. this
would introduce induftry, temperamee and economy; the land
would produce much more chan it does now; and the country be
dtled with induftrious, virtuows inhabitants, happy themfelves,
and bleflings to al) around them, inftead of the comparatively
few families:now; many of which are 3 burden to the earth, and
a difgrace ta humao putuce,— Thit brings the words of Solomen
frefh totmind, Eeccl. viti. g ‘¢ Thereis 2 time, whan one man

ruleth over another ro0is 3221 bare.”

We cannot hefitate t0 fay, tois fage ablervation is vericd in
the.moft ftriking manacr, and to the higheft degree, in the Oavery
under copfideration. It is an wnfpeakabie hurt to the public, to
ke commonyisalih. IF i¢ is 1ncontiftent with republican princis
pits, and tends to overthrow the liberty of thofe frates, antin-
iroduce monarchy and tyranay, to have fuch favery tolerated

amung us, amd fo many petty fovereigns and lords, tulisg over
a number of vaffalswith Jdefpotic fway. Their children natural-
4 geow up as unfit to ba

Iy imbibe thole arbitrary pr'mdplc.\, an
ofeful memaers of thofu free, republicar (tates, as do the childron
of the moft hauzhty monarch on thesglobes And thofe men
vule ovee themfletves to their own hure, and the hurt, the milzry
and rwnoefl their families, rernporal and ETERMARS
Bue i it hovld il be thought by an%; or-it-bein Al true,
<hat thofe ¢limates cannot be cultivaced by whites 5 et it bere.
sRembered, that s is no juftificatica: of the horridflave trade,
and Navery now prafiifed: Nuzitisa gmdttgafou'whrthc whites
fhould abamdon the places where they camot livey unlelritbeon
the blood of otherd, as good a3 thaiinfelvesy and-renouncethe bu-
finelswhich iscanicd onin the «sercifs of fo rmuch undighteonl-
nelz and erueloy: Af the blacks ondy can-labour therey the dands
ske thairs, by nghts and thew.ought to-be altowed to poflefa-them,

atrosmen, and enjuy ine Fruit of tasir l2boers.
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the following propofiti
. | g propofition may be advanced i
j:j: ’a::.t/;a./j{;, ‘;‘gb: Bﬂa;;r;— .rran"e be unjufiifable a::' ; unf::::; ‘
ben our e Alfricans and their children i ;
_};::J;f‘;ﬁﬁat ;ﬁ:l:’ wrong ; and the latter i?? c’;ﬁ:’:jﬂg’;
d 7 r ; J :
e pren e ! ¢ inexpreifible chafenctiond criminality of
FirsT, If the
they have been brought i
gzvcry{, by;unng'h{‘coufncfs and-vio]cgnce]mt;ca ﬁhatc' o
mc\;c;ﬂ o’rfertc‘d tieir liberty, or given an,y- onz a e
Piratic:;i;:itf:i;l}éu:;ld:_hcn purchafing them of trl'lgc]?:
P yrants, a olding them in the f:
b::f;}%::ﬁ:;:? \;rshsch they, contrary to all'ar?g;?a;:aff
‘ s 1s continuing th i f "
E::zghtcou(ncfs and .violcnic- :of:::;{c;fihc;; the 'If*ahmc
uay :;c; :s gmch a right to their Jiberty a5-ever [hty
dag; e doh cmm.d it of him+*who holds them in b o
worth' 1: h{c denies them their right, which. isof o
the worldt or:laltlh:i?c C_V;YJ’ i:hing sy ean ha;lloir:
i, riches the unjult maft
p:;[fcfs,, and therefore injuses thgm i,:aa ::'rdoij'm e
]gu;:c every hour he refufes or negleds t fy i
SC”J’- Befides, _ o {2t them at
_ Scconbpry, Holding theleblacks i
: ol kiin ,
:;:ria pra&lca]. joftification of lhc.ﬂav:-?:atEOF favery,
parI:ag: thle gu:.h pf_tha}t oa the head of him ::}» an{d o
part wcs in tftlﬁ iniquity, asto hold oze of t’hcff:'oa‘f? far
mha asTuhnrlghtc9uﬁy made fo by thefe fons of o,
the thief,” ¢ old addage, * The partaker is as badvm*
me muf‘c dic{::r:cs' fuch a-glain truth in it, that wcfs
iy snoit: And it is certainty applicable tg
Te i
t:rint h;s Iqupofﬁblc_- to buy one of thefe blacks and d
wn b ldH‘:' fluve, \:\-uhouz pastaking with him hn e-
re 0{; f.i im 1o this ftate, .and put it in his 03 o' o
dinng cf; nim ;. and practically juﬂify'}ng‘ gim'c? tht;s
ﬂdvin, & 2s 1o brfng upon kimflelf the guilt of ﬁ'gr °
ﬂ:iw-,% m. l:t Is not therefore pollible fora ~“f our
by ::p::x to Jz':fhf.)f themfelves in what l']:]avl :}’g _‘our
= cap yultily the flave-trade. lf(h'ey fr‘:nﬁff‘
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they bring on themfelves an awful degree of the guilt’
of the whole.

THixpry, Bykeeping thefe flaves, and buying and

felling them, they attually encourage and promote the

flave-trade : And therefore, in thisvicw, keeping flaves,
and continuing to buy and fell them, i: to bring on us
the guilt of the flave-trade, which is hereby fupported.
For fo long as flaves are bought and pofletied, and in
demand ; fo long the African trade will be [upported
and encouraged.

A. But there is a {top put to the importat’on of flaves
into the American Colonies, as they have refolved no
mote fhall be bought. This being the cale, the kzep-
ing thofe we have among us in flavery, is ro cacou-
ragement to the flave.trade:

B. I grant, if this refolution fhould be perpetual,
and extend to the Heff Indies, it would difcourage the
flave.trade ; (o far asthe Americans are concerned in it:
But it would be more cfedtually difcountenanced and
condemned, if flavery was wholly abolifhed ; andit can-
not be confitently done wichout this. For if it be

wrong to import and buy them now, it was alrways -

wrong ; and therefore they that are already {laves a-
morny us, are injured, and unjuflly enflaved ; and we
have made them our flaves without the leaft righe;
and ought to retratt i, and repair the injury done to
them, fo far as is in our power, by fetting them free,
and compenfating them otherwile, fo far as weare atle.
There is therefore a palpable inconfilency in refolving
to import and buy no more flaves ; and yet reflufing to
let thole go out free, which we have already enflaved,

uale(s there be fome infuperabic impediment in the-

way.

The whole T have faid concerning the unlawfulnefs
of keeping the blacks in flaverv, if the trade by which
they are become our flaves be unlawful, may be iliuf-
trasad by the following example.

A number-of robbars.invaded a certzin pruvinze, and
took off meft c¥tieir gaods and’ eFedle, ana carried them
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to a n¢ighbouring provines, and (ofd them to the inhz-
bitants ; and the robbers finding this encouragement,
continued the praltice for many years. At length the
people of the injured province applied to theic neigh-
bours, who had their goodsof the robbers, and were now
1n pofleflion of them, and alked them to relore what was
taken from them by violence, and to which they hud
2 good and indifputable right ; it being impoffible thefe
robbers could give aright to what they had unjuftly ta-
ken from them. But the peoplein whofe poffefion the
ftolen goods were found, utterly refufed to deliver them
up to the injured people who demanded them. They
told them, they had indeed been greatly injured, and
they muft condemn the robbers as very injutious and
cruel in what they had done: But as they now had
thefe gaods in their own poffeflion, they intended to
keep them, and loaked on themfelves under no obliga-
tion to deliver them up, though they fuffered fo mu:h,
and would probably perith for want of them. Aud
they intended IK!l to buy all the robbeis fhould briag
tw thgin,

Ta this the injored replicd, “By partaking wich
thele robbers in recsiving the goods ‘at their hands,
yo1 praftically jultify their condu®t, and mult fhare
wizh tiiem ia their guil,  For by this'means you en-
courige them, and are determired to gn on to ¢ncou-
rage them in this violence and rapine: And by con-
* demning them, you equaliy condemn yourfetves, and
xpulk remain under this condemnation ti'l you reftore
the goods we demand ; and refolve never to purchale
any thus taken from us by vioience.”

Upon this they determined to purchafz no more of
them, bu: refufed to deliver up what they had already
gat in poffefion. But the opprefied told tiem, thev
did right in refolving to injure them no mose in that
way ; but they were now very inconfiftent with them-
felves; for if it were wrong to purchale 4ny more, it
V/as a3 wrongto withhoid wrat they hadalready goticn
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in poileflion : And they had no other way to jufltify
themfelves in detaining their goods, and to be confiit-
ent, but by proceeding to take whatever thofe robbers
fhould bring to them in future, and juftifying them-
felves in fo doing, and the robbers in all their depre-
dations.

A. This reafoning looks fomething plaufible, I con-
fefs ; but the holy feripture approves of making and
keeping {laves ; and this furely is f{ufficient to keep us
in ccuntenance.

B. I hope you will not app=al to the holy feripture,
in fupport of a praftice, which you and cvery one clfe
muft allow to be fo incxpreflible unjult, inhuman and
cruel, as is the flave-trade ; and confequently fo glar-
ingly contrary to the whole tenor of divine revelation,
And if the flave-trade is fuch a grofs violation of cvery
divine precept, ’tis impofible to vindicate the flavery
to which the Africans have been reduced by this trade,
from the holy fcripture. Of this we have fuch a cer-
tainty a priori, that would be a horrid reproach of di-
vine revelation, to pretend this pradtice can be fupport-
ed by that; or even to look into it with any hope or
expeftation of finding any thing there in favour of it
And if there be any paflages in the bible, which are ca-
pable of 2 conftruétion in favour of this practice, we
may be very certain it is 2 wrong one. In a word, if
any kind of Qavery can be vindicated by the holy
fcriptures, we are already (ure our making and holding
the Negroes our flaves, as we do, cannct be vindicated
by any thing we can find there; but is cendemned by
the whole of divine revelation. However, 1 am wil-
ling to hear what you can preduce from feripture, in
favour of any kind of flavery.

A. You krow thuta curfe was prooounced on
the pofterity of Ham, for iis wickednels, in the fol_-
lowing words, A4 fervant of fervants fpall be be unto bis
drethren. He could not be a fervant unto his brethren,
wlefs they made him fo; or at Jeall beld hiin in fervi-
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tude. The curfe could not take place unlefs they exe.
cuted it, and they feem to be by God appointed 10 do
this. Therefore while we, the children of Fapherh,
are making {uch abjeét flaves of the blacks, the children
of Ham, we are anly exccuting the righteous curfe de.
nounced wpon them ; which is fo far from being wrong
in us, that it would be 2 fin, even diobedience to the
revezled will of God, to refufe to make flaves of them,
and attempt to {et them at liberty.

B. Do you think, my good Sir, it was the duty of
Pbarack to make the Jraelizes {erve him and the Egyp-
tians, and to affli&k them, by ruling over them witn ri-
gour, and helding them in hard and cruel bondage, be-
caufe God had exprefsly foretold this, and faid it thould
be done? And was the 4fyrian king blamelefs while
he executed the judgments which God had threatened
to infiét on his profefling peopie ? Did God’s threaten.
ing them with thole evils, warrant this king to diftrefs,
captivate and deftroy them, as he did 2 And will you
fay, the Fews did right in crucitying our Lovd, be-
caalc by this they fulfilied the ferrpturcs, declaring
that thus it mult be ?—Your argument, if it is of any
force, will affert and jultify all this ; and therefore, I
hope, will be renounced by you, and by all who have
the lealt regard for the holy fcripture,-with proper ab.-
horrence.

But if this argument were not fo fraught with ab-
furdity and impicty as it really is, and it were granted
to be forcible, with refpeét to all upon xhom the men.
tioned curfe was denounced ; yet it would not juftity
our cnflaving the Africans, for they are not the poften-
1y of. Canaar, wha was the only fon of Ham that was
doomed to be afervant of {ervants. The other fons of
Ham, and their poltesiy, are no mors affected with
this carfe, than the other fous of Noah, and their pofie.
rity, Therefore this prediftion is as much of a2 war-
rant for the 4fricans enflaving us, as it is for us to make
Haves of them. The truth s, it gives not the leafl fha-
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dow of a right to any one of the children of Neab to
make {laves ef any of (heir brethren *

4. The people of Ifrae! weie allowed by God 1o
buy and make flaves from the nations that were round
abqut them, and the firangers that lived among them ,
which could not have been the cafe, if this was wrong

and unjuft,  And why have not we an equal right to
do the famne ?

B.—And why have not we 2n equal right to invade

any nation and Jand, 2s they cid the Jand of Caracn,
and deltroy them all, men, women and childeen, and
bealls, without faving fo inuch as une alive 7 It was
right for the lfraelites to do thiz, becaufe they had a
divite permiffion and dire@ion to do it, as the God of
Jiraei had a right to deflroy the faven nations of Caracn
i1 what way he thought beit, and to dirc@ wdiom le
pieaied to doit.  And it was right for them to make
wond-fervents cf the nations round thew:, they having
an exprefs permiffion to do it frem him who has a righc
10 difpofe of ail men as-ie pleafes.  God faw fir, far
wile reafons, 1o zllow the people of Ifrae/ thus to make
and roflefs fiaves; but is this any licence to us to cn-
flave any of our fellow riren, any more than their he-
ing allewed to kill the feven nations in Cazaan, isa war-
1antto us to Rillany of our fellow men, whon: we pleale,
end are able to deitroy, and take pofieffion of their
cltates 2 This mult be anfivered in the negative, by
every one who will allow himielf a2 moment’s refleting,
God gave many dircétions and laws to the Feavs, which
had ro refpe@ 1o mankind in general ; and this under

* 17 ie fhould be afied, why Canaan fhould be finaled ecuc
fram the other fons of Mum, and curfed for the fins of Lis 1a-
ther 2 Miy we nat conclude that the cuele fell on all Han's
patkarity, aad that Canaan anly is meationed, 2% including all
the r=ft ? It muft be an(wered, Na, by no mecans. We havz
no warrant to do this. The facher finned ; and God mighe juiiiy
have cuefzd all his pofterity.  But in his wifdom and favcreign
goadneflt, he curfed only one branch of the family,  And how,
cffuctually this has takerplace, the feriptuce infurms us.
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conflleration has all the marks of {uch an one. There
is mot any thieg in it, or relating to it, from whence
can be deduced tie Jeaft evidence that it was defigned
to be a regulation for 2all nations through every age of
the world, but every thing to the contrary. The chil-
dren of Ifrael were then diftinguifhed from all other na-
tions on carth ; they were God'. peculiar people, and
favoured on many accounts above others ; and had ma-
ny things in their conititution and Jaws that were de-
figned to keep up their feperation and diflinétion from
other nations,and to make the fpecial favour of Heaven
towards them more apparent toall who had any know-
ledge of them @ And this Jaw refpefling bondage, is
{uited to anlwer thefe ends.  ‘This diftin€tion is now at
an end, and al! nations arc put. upon a level ; and
Chrift, who has taken down the wall of feperation, has
taught us to lcok on all nations.as cur neighbours and
brethren, without any refpedt of perions, and to love
all men as ourfelves, and to do to others as we would
they fhould treat us ; by which he has moft cffeétually
adolifhed this permifion given to the Feaws, as well'as
many cther inltitations, which were peculiar to them.
Befides, that this permiffion was not defigned for ali
nations and ages, will be very evident, if we confider
vehat (uch a fuppofition itnplies: For if this he fo, then
all other nations had a right to make flaves of the Feacs.
'The Epytians had aright to buy-and fcll them, and keep
tiiem all in bondage for ever. And the nations round
about Caraar, had a right to bring them into bondage,
as they fometimes did. And the Babylonians and Ra.
marns had & good warrant to reduce them to a ltate of
captivicy and f{ervitude.  And the 4fricans have a good
right to make flaves of us and our children. The in-
habitants of Grear-Britain may lawfully make flaves of
ull the Americans, and tranfport us to England, and buy
and fell us in open marker, as they do their catt
horfes, and perpetuate our bondage to the laceft
ration. And the Turés have a good right to
Chrillian faves they havs among them ; and to m



