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PREFACE

Learning about the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches is not easy. No
comprehensive history has been written. Only a few of the founders remain active. No seminary offers a
course tailored to it. Months or vears of participation, informal contacts, and overhearing the scuttlebutt
are usually required. The "Congregational History and Polity" course is designed to accelerate the
learning curve by immersing the student in modem Congregationalism's traditions and practices, as well
as in the more comprehensive Congregational story.

We see this as essential for seminarians seeking a firm foundation in the community they are
preparing to serve. Equally important is educating the many ministers who come to Congregationalism
from other traditions. Church members seeking a better understanding of their faith may also appreciate a
package that brings widely scattered materials together.

The first volume, for instance, of Readings in the History and Polity of the National Association
of Congregational Christian Churches collects Congregational reflections of the nature of the church(es)
as recorded in the Congregationalist magazine. The articles collected are neither comprehensive nor
definitive; we are not even certain to what extent they are representative. What can, however, be said is
that the authors are men and women active in the Association whose views the magazine's editors deemed
worthy of distribution.

At the very least the readings collected inform the reader of the parameters of discussion within
the NACCC. They will additionally provide an introduction to leaders of the Congregational way and
hopefully some insight into this movement's peculiar contribution to the Body of Christ.

This project is in its early stages. We would appreciate your suggestions and notice of our errors

and omissions.

Rev. Dr. Arlin T. Larson, editor
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INTRODUCTION

Though of paramount importance to the sixteenth century founders of Congregationalism,
and to the twentieth century founders of the National Association of Congregational Christian
Churches, polity concerns have never constituted the sole focus of Congregationalism.
Congregationalists have been deeply involved in the full range of American intellectual, cultural,
social, and political life. The Supplementary Readings will engage you in this wider scope of
concerns. Most are excerpted from longer works, hoping to give the flavor of the authors’ style
and letting them define the issues in their own terms. Perhaps you will want to follow up with the
complete version of some. The Congregational Library in Boston is available to help you find
documents that are no longer in print.

These authors expressed concerns and views in ways considered exemplary or definitive
by their contemporaries. It behooves us to pay attention. To understand earlier sections of the
path we are now on. To gain insight into contemporary situations. Perhaps even to be wakened to
issues and modes of understanding to which our ancestors were better attuned than we. Are
certain actual events the will and action of God & others not? When, for example, Edward
Johnson marvels at the “Wonder-working Providence of Zion’s Savior,” which he sees at work
in the Puritan migration, it makes our contemporary sense of God’s working seems vague &
indefinite. As mainline Protestantism is challenged by Pentecostalism and evangelicalism, the
early Congregationalists’ focus on conversion and church membership again becomes relevant.
Urbanism, multiculturalism, immigration? We have still not resolved the issues attended to by
Josiah Strong and Washington Gladden.

Some works may feel vaguely alien, even objectionable, from a twentieth century
perspective. It could be literary style. The use of “f” for “s” and “v” for “u” (and vice versa), the
“thee’s” and “thou’s” of the seventeenth and eighteen centuries. Or it may be more substantive.
Jonathon Edward’s “angry God.” William Ellery Channing’s debunking of traditional doctrines.
Josiah Strong’s celebration of (and challenge to) the “Anglo-Saxon” race. The point, however, is
not so much to judge as to understand the depth and scope of Congregational faith, and to
appreciate its enormous creativity. Hopefully to let our minds be expanded by our forebearers
and join the dialogue with them in contemporary circumstances.
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Cuap. VIIIL

Of the wonderfull Preparation the Lord Chrift by his Providesce,
wrought for his peoples abode in this Weflern world. '

Ow let all men know the admirable A&s of ChriZ for his
Churches, and chofen, are univerfally over the whole Earth

at one and the fame time, but forry man cannot fo difcourfe of
them; And therefore let us leave our Zng/y/k Nation in way
of preparation for this Voyage intended, and tell of the marve-.
lous doings of C/rz preparing for his peoples arrivall in the
Weftern World, whereas the /uzdians report they beheld to their
great wonderment that perfpicuous bright blazing Comet (which
was fo famoufly noted in Europe) anon after Sun fet it appear-
ed as they fay in the Sowus/li-wefl, about three houres continuing
in their Horizon, for the {pace of thirty fleepes (for fo they
reckon their dayes) after which uncouth fight they expefted fome
ftrange things to follow, and the rather, becaufe not long before
the whole Nation of the Mallackufets were fo affrighted with a
Ship that arrived in their Bay, having never feene any before,
thus they report fome perfons among them difcerning a great
thing to move toward them upon the Waters, wondering what
Creature it fhould be, they run with their light cannowes, (which
are a kinde of Boates made of Birch Rindes, and fowed together
with the rootes of white Cedar-Trees) from place to place, ftir-
ing up all their Countreymen to come forth, and behold this
monftrous thing; at this fudden news the fhores for many miles
were filled with this naked Nation, gazing at this wonder, till
fome of the ftouteft among them manned out thefe Cannowes,
being armed with Bow and Arrowes, they approached within
fhot of the Ship, being becalmed they let fly their long fhafts at
her, which being headed with bone fome ftuck faft, and others
dropped into the water, they wondering it did not cry, but kept
quietly on toward them, till all of a fudden the Mafter caufed a
piece of Ordnance to be fired, which ftroke fuch feare into the
poore [ndians, that they hafted to fhore, having their wonders
exceedingly increafed; but being gotten among their great mul-
titude, they waited to fee the fequell with much amazement, till
the Seamen firling up their falies came to an Anchor, manned out
their long bote, and went on fhore, at whofe approach, the /7-
dians fied, although now they faw they were men, who made fignes
to ftay their flight, that they may have Trade with them, and to
that end they brought certaine Copper-Kettles; the /zdizns by
degrees made their approach nearer and nearer till they came to
them, when beholding their Veffells, which they had fet forth
before them, the /udian knocking them were much delighted
with the found, and much more aftonifhed to {ce they would
not
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16 Wonder-working Providence Cuap. 8.

.not breake, being fo thin, for attaining thofe Veffells they brought

them much Bever, fraughting them richly away according to
their defires, this was the firft working providence of (/72 to
ftir up our Exnglyl Nation, to plant thefe parts in hope of a rich
Trade for Bever-skins, and this made fome of our Countrymen
make their abode in thefe parts, whom this Army of C/r##2 at
their comming over found as fit helps to further their defigne in
planting the Churches of Chrif; Who by a more admirable at
of his Providence not long after prepared for his peoples arrivall
as followeth.

The Summer after the blazing Starre (whofe motion in the
Heavens was from Ea/? to Wef, poynting out to the fons of men
the progrefle of the glorious Gofpell of C#rz/, the glorious King
of his Churches) even about the yeare 1618. a little before the
removeall of that Church of Ciry2 from Holland to Plimots in
New England, as the ancient /ndzans report, there befell a great
mortality among them, the greateft that ever the memory of Fa-
ther to Sonne tooke notice of, chiefly defolating thofe places,
where the Engliy/ afterward planted the Country of Pockanoky,
Apgiflawamyg, it was almoft wholly deferted, infomuch that the
Neighbour /ndians did abandon thofe places for feare of death,
fleeing more Weft & by South, obferving the Eaft and by Northern
parts were moft {mitten with this contagion, the Aéba»ginny-men
confifting of Mattachufetls, Wippanaps and Tarralines were great-
ly weakned, and more efpecially the three Kingdomes, or Sag-
gamore {hips of the Matlackufels, who were before this mor-
tality moft populous, having under them feven Dukedomes or
petty Saggamores, and the Niantficks and Narrowganjfits, who
before this came were but of little note, yet were they now not
much increafed by fuch as fled thither for feare of death, the
Pecods (who retained the Name of a war-like people, till af-
terwards conquered by the Engl/k) were alfo {mitten at this
time. Their Difeafe being a fore Confumption, fweeping away
whole Families, but chiefly yong Men and Children, the very
feeds of increafe, their Powwowes, which are their Dotors, work-
ing partly by Charmes, and partly by Medicine, were much a-
mazed to fee their Wigwams lie full of dead Corpes, and that

now neither Sguanfam nor Abbamocko could helpe, which are
the
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CHapP. 8. .af Sions Saviour, iz New England. 17

their good and bad God and alfo their Powwows themfelves were
oft {mitten with deaths ftroke, howling and much lamentation
was heard among the living, who being poffeft with great feare,
oftimes left their dead unburied, their manner being fuch, that
they remove their habitations at death of any, this great mortali-
ty being an unwonted thing, feare them the more, becaufe na-
turally the Country is very healthy. But by this meanes Clsz/2
(whofe great and glorious workes the Earth throughout are al-
together for the benefit of his Churches and chofen) not onely
made roome for his people to plant; but alfo tamed the

hard and cruell hearts of thefe barbarous /ndZans, infomuch that-

halfe a handfull of his people landing not long after in Plimots-
Plantation, found little refiftance, of whom the Author purpofes
not to {peake particularly, being prevented by the honoured
Mr. Winflow, who was an eye-witnefle of the worke: onely thus
much by the way, they were fent to keepe pofifeflion for their
Brethren and fellow Souldiers, who arrived eight yeares after
them, as in procefle of this ftory will God-willing appeare: and
verily herein they quit themfelves like men, or rather Ch»z/Z for
and by them, maintaining the place notwithftanding the multi-
tude of difficulties they met withall at their firft landing, being
in doubtfull {ufpence what intertainment thefe Barbarians would
give them, having with prayer fupplicated the Lord in the Name
of Chrift their King and guide in this their undertaking, they
manned out a Boate to difcover what ftore of the Inhabitants
were there. Now thefe men, whofe courage exceeded the num-
ber, being guided by the provident hand of the moft high, landed
in fome {everall places; and by making fires gave fignes of their
approach, now the /ndians, whofe dwellings are moft neer the
water-fide, appeared with their Bowes bent and Arrowes one
the ftring, let fly their long fhafts among this little company,
whom they might foon have inclofed, but the Iord otherwife
difpofed of it, for one Captaine Mzles Standy having his fowl-
ing-peece in a reddinefle, prefented full at them, his fhot being
dire&ted by the provident Hand of the moft high God, ftrook
the ftouteft Saclem: among them one the right Arme, it being
bent over his fhoulder to reach an Arrow forth his Quiver, as

their manner is to draw them forth in fight, at this Jruke they
D all
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all fled with great {wiftnefle through the Woods and Thickets,
then the Ewnglyfs, who more thirfted after their converfion than
deftruétion, returned to their Bote without receiving any dam-
age, and foon after arrived where they left their Brethren, to
whom they declared the good hand of God toward them, with
thankfull acknowledgement of this great worke of his in pre-
ferving them ; Yet did they all remaine full of incumbred,
thoughts, the /Jndians, of whofe multitudes they had now fome
intelligence, together with experience of {pirits, and alfo knew
well without commerce with them they were not like long to
fubfift.

But hee, whofe worke they went about, wrought fo rare a
Providence for them, which cannot but be admired of all that
heare it. Thus it befell as they were difcourfing in the Bote they
had built for fhelter, all of a fudden, an /zdzan came in among
them, at whofe fpeech they were all agaft, he fpeaking in the
Englyh Language, Much welcome Englyflimen, their wonder was
the greater, becaufe upon thofe Coftes they fuppofed no Engli/Z
had {o much as fet foote, and verily Chrift had prepared him on
purpofe to give his people intertainment, the /zdzan having li-
ved in England two year or thereabout, after which he returned
home, and at this time had wandred into thofe parts in compa-
ny of other /zdzans, all this, and the condition of the neere adjoy-
ning /ndians, hee {foon difcovered unto them, at which they were
tranfported beyond themfelves very much, what with joy and
the mixture of their former feare and affeftion intervening with
the other, {furprifed all their fenfes of a fudden, that long it was
ere each party could take its proper place, yea, and beyond all
this Chrz/? Fefus, by the power of his blefled Spirit, did now work
upon all their faculties both of Soule and Body, the great im-

~preffion of his prefent Providence might not foon be wathed off

with the following incumbred cares of a Defart Wildernefle ;
but to contralt, they made ufe of the prefent opportunity, and
by the inftrumentall meanes of this /zdzaz, became acquainted
and reconciled with moft of the Neighbouring /za?ans. And af-
terward planted a Church of Chrift there, and fet up civill Go-
vernment, calling the Name of the place Plhmott: under this
jurifdiétion there are ten Churches at this very day, this being the

firft
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Cuar. 9. Of Sions Saviour, in New England. 19

firft place any Engly/ reforted unto for the advancement of the
Kingly Government of Chrift in this Weflerne World.

Crar. IX.
Of the firf preparation of the Marchant Adventurers, in
the Mattachufets. :

NOW it will be time to returne againe to England, to {peake
further of the people that wee left in way of preparation ;
who in the yeare 1628. fent forth fome ftore of fervants to pro-
vide againft the wants of a Defart Wilderneffe, amongflt whom
came over a mixt multitude, infomuch that very little appeared
of the foliowing worke, onely the much honoured Mr. Fo/n J7n-
dicat, came over with them to governe, a fit inftrument to be-
gin this Wilderneffe-worke, of courage bold undanted, yet foci-
able, and of a chearfull {pirit, loving and auftere, applying him-
felfe to either as occafion ferved. And now let no man be offen-
ded at the Authors rude Verfe, penned of purpofe to keepe in
memory the Names of fuch worthies as Chrift. made ftrong for
himf{elfe, in this unwonted worke of his.

John Endicat fwice Governour of the Englith, inkabiting
the Mattachufets Bay zz N. England.

S Trong valiant John wilt trou marck on, and take up flation fir/l,
Chrif2 cal’d hath thee, liis Sounldier be, and faile not of thy truft;
Wildernefs wants Chrifts grace fupplants, the plant his Churches pure,
With Tongues gifted, and graces led, help thou to kis procure;
Undanted thou wilt not allow, Malignant men to wa/l: (Za/2.
Chrifs Vineyard feeve, whofe grace fhould cleer, kis well-beloved’s
Then honoured be, thy Chrifl hatl thee thetr Generall promoted:
7o fhew therr love, i1 place above, his pegple fave thee voted.
Yet mufl thou fall, to grave with all the Nobles of the Earth,
Thou rotting worme, to duft mufl turn,and worfe but for new birth.

The place picked out by this People to fettle themfelves in, was
in the bofome of the out-firetched arme of Cape Anne, now
D2 called
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fet with Carbunkles, wherein the names of his whole Army are
written. Can there be ever night in his Prefence, whofe eyes
are ten thoufand times higher than the Sun? Behold his fwiftnes
all you that have faid, where is the promife of his comming?
Liften a while, hear what his herauld proclaimes, Baébylon is fallen,
is fallen, both her Doétrine & Lordly rabble of Popes, Cardinalls,
Lordly-Bithops, Friers, Monks, Nuns, Seminary-Priefts, Je-
fuits, Ermites, Pilgrims, Deans, Prebends, Arch-Deacons,
Commiffaries, Officialls, Proftors, Somners, Singing-men,
Chorifters, Organift, Bellows- blowers, Vercrers, Porters, Sex-
tons, Beads-men, and Bel-ringers and all others who never had
name in the Word of God; together with all her falfe Doétrines,
although they may feeme otherwife never fo contradiftory as
Arians, who deny the God-head of Chrift, and Gorteni/is who
deny the Humanity of Chrift: Papifts, who thinke to merit Heaven
by the Workes of the Law, Anfinomians, who deny the Law of
God altogether as a rule to walke by in the obedience of Faith,
and deny good works to be the Frutit of Faith, 4»minians, who
attribute Gods Eleftion, or Reprobation to the will of Man,
and Famazlyls, who forfake the revealed Will of God, and make
men depend upon ftrong Revelations, for the knowledge of
Gods Ele&ting Love towards them, Conformitants or Formaliyfs,
who bring in 2 forme of worfhip of their owne, and joyne it
with the worthip God hath appointed in his Word, Seeters, that
deny all manner of worthip or Ordinances of Chriff Fefus,
affirming them to be quite loft, and not to be attained till new
Apoﬁies come.

Cuar. XIL
Of the voluntary banifkment, chofen by this People of Chrift, and
therr lafl farewell taken of their Country
and Friends.

Nd now behold the feverall Regiments of thefe Souldiers
of Chrif2, as they are fhipped for his fervice in the Weflern
World, part thereof being come to the Towne and Port of

Som’fmmptan in England, Where they were to be fhipped, that
they
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CHAP. 12.  of Sions Saviour, in New England. 25

they might profecute this defigne to the full, one Ship called
the Eagle, they wholy purchafe, and many more they hire, filling
them with the feede of man and beaft to fow this yet untilled
Wilderneffe withall, making fale of fuch Land as they poffefle, to
the great admiration of their Friends and Acquaintance, who
thus expoftulate with them, What, will not the large income of
your yearly revenue content you, which in all reafon cannot chufe
but be more advantagious both to you and yours, then all that
Rocky Wilderneffe, whither you are going, to run the hazard
of your life? Have you not here your Tables filled with great
variety of Foode, your Coffers filled with Coyne, your
Houfes beautifully built and filled with all rich Furniture? (or
otherwife) have you not fuch a gainfull Trade as none the like
in the Towne where you live? Are you not inriched daily? Are
not your Children very well provided for as they come to years?
(nay) may you not here as pithily pradtife the two chiefe Du-
ties of a Chriftian (if Chrift give ftrength) namely Mortificati-
on and Santtification as in any place of the World? What helps
can you have there that you muft not carry from hence? With
bold refolvedneffe thefe ftout Souldiers of Chrift reply; as
Death, the King of terror with all his dreadfull attendance inhu-
mane and barbarous, tortures doubled and trebled by all the in-
fernal furies have appeared but light and momentany to the
Souldiers of Chrz/? /lefus, fo alfo the Pleafure, Profits and Ho-
nours of this World fet forth in their moft glorious f{plendor, and
magnitude by the alluring Lady of Delight, proffering pleafant
embraces, cannot intice with her Syrenz Songs, fuch Souldiers of
Chrift, whofe aymes are elevated by him, many Millions above
that brave Warrier Fly/fes.

Now feeing all can be faid will but barely fet forth the im-
moveable Refolutions that Chrift continued in thefe men; Paffe
on and attend with teares, if thou haft any, the following dif-
- courfe, while thefe Men, Women and Children are taking their
laft farwell of their Native Country, Kindred, Friends and Ac-
quaintance, while the Ships attend them; Many make choife of
fome folitary place to eccho out their bowell-breaking affeCtions
in bidding their Friends farwell, deare friends (fayes one) as

neare as my owne foule doth thy love lodge in my breft, with
thought
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thought of the heart-burning Ravifhments, that thy Heavenly
{peeches have wrought : my melting foule is poured out at prefent
with thefe words, both of them had their farther {peach ftran-
gled from the depth of their inward dolor, with breaft-breaking
fobs, till leaning their heads each on others fhoulders, they
let fall the falt-dropping dews of vehement affeftion, firiving
to exceede one another, much like the departure of Daz:d and
Fonathan : having a little eafed their hearts with the ftill fireames
of Teares, they recovered fpeech againe. Ah! my much ho-
noured friend, hath Chrift given thee fo great a charge as to be
Leader of his People into that far remote, and vaft Wildernefle,
I, oh, and alas thou muft die there and never fhall I fee thy Face
in the fleth againe, wert thou called to fo great a taske as to
pafle the pretious Ocean, and hazard thy perfon in Battell againft
thoufands of Malignant Enemies there? there were hopes of thy
return with triumph, but now after two three, or foure moneths
fpent with daily expeftation of fwallowing Waves, and cruell
Pirates, you are to be Landed among barbarous /zdzans, famous
for nothing but cruelty, where you are like to {pend your days
in a famifhing condition for a long fpace; Scarce had he utter-
ed this, but prefently hee lockes his friend faft in his armes, hold-
ing each other thus for fome fpace of time, they weepe againe,
But as Paul to his beloved flock: the other replies what doe you
weeping and breaking my heart? I am now preft for the fervice
of our Lord Chrzf}, to re-build the moft glorious Edifice of
Mount Szoz in a Wilderneffe, and as o4z Baptift, I muft cry
prepare yee the way of the Lord, make his paths firait, for be-
hold hee is comming againe, hee is comming to deftroy 4nf:-
chryff, and give the whore double to drinke the very dregs of his
wrath.

Then my deare friend unfold thy hands, for thou and I have
much worke to doe, I and all Chriftian Souldiers the World
throughout, then hand in hand they leade each other to the San-
dy-banks of the brinifh Ocean, when clenching their hands faft,
they unloofe not til inforced to wipe their watery-eyes, whofe
conftant ftreames forced a watery-path upon their Cheekes,
which to hide from the eyes of others they fhun fociety for a

time, but being called by occafion, whofe bauld back-part none
can
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can lay hold one; They thruft in among the throng now ready
to take Ship, where they beheld the like affetions with their
own among divers Relations, Husbands and Wives with mu-
tuall confent are now purpofed to part for a time goo Leagues
afunder, fince fome providence at prefent will not fuffer them
to goe together, they refolve their tender affettions fhall not
hinder this worke of Chrift, the new Married and betrothed -man,
exempt by the Law of God from war, now will not claime their
. priviledge, but being conftrained by the Love of Chrift, lock
up their naturall affeCtions for a time, till the Lord fhall be plea-
fed to give them a meeting in this Weflerne World, {weetly mix-
ing it with fpirituall love, in the meane time many Fathers now
take their yong Samuells, and give them to this fervice of Chrift
all their Lives. Brethre Sifters, Unkles, Nephewes, Neeces,
together with all Kindred of bloud that binds the bowells of
affetion in a truec Lovers knot, can now take their laft farewell,
each of other, although naturall affection will ftill claime her
right, and manifeft her felfe to bee in the body by looking
out at the Windowes in a mournefull manner among this
company, thus difpofed doth many Reverend and godly
Paftors of Chrift prefent themfelves, fome in a Seamans Habit,
and their f{cattered fheepe comming as a poore Convoy
loftily take their leave of them as followeth, what dolefull
dayes are thefe, when the beft choife our Orthodox Minifters
can make is to take up a perpetuall banifhment from their na-
tive foile, together with their Wives and Children, wee their
poore fheepe they may not feede, but by ftoledred fhould they
abide here. Lord C/rif?, here they are at thy command, they go,
this is the doore thou haft opened upon our earneft requeft, and
we hope it thall never be fhut: for Englands {ake they are going
from England to pray without ceafing for England, O England!
thou fhalt finde New England prayers prevailing with their
God for thee, but now woe alas, what great hardfhip muit
thefe our indeared Paftors indure for a long feafon, with thefe
words they lift up their voyces and wept, adding many drops of
falt liquor to the ebbing Ocean; Then fhaking hands they bid a-
due with much cordiall affeftion to all their Brethren, and

Sifters in Chrift, yet now the Scorne and Derifion of thofe times,
E > and
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and for this their great enterprife counted as fo many crackt-
braines, but Chrift will make all the earth know the wifdome
he hath indued them with, fhall over-top all the humane policy
in the World, as the fequell wee hope will thew; Thus much
thall fuffice in generall to fpeak of their peoples farewell they
tooke from time to time of their Country and Friends.
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Cuap. XIV.
Of the wonderfull prefervation of Chrift, in carvying his Pegple
Men, Women, Children, through the lavge/?
Ocean in the World.

ANd now you have had a fhort furvay of the charges of
their New England Vayages, fee their progrefle being fafe
aboard weighing Anker, and hoyfting faile they betooke them
to the proteCtion of the Lord on the wide Ocean, no fooner
were they difperfed by reafon of the widenefle of the Sea, but
the Arrabelle (for 1o they called the Eagle, which the compa-
ny purchafed in honour of the Lady Arradella, Wife to that
godly Efquire, Jzack Folinfon) efpied foure Ships, as they fup-
pofed, in purfuit of them, their fufpition being the more aug-
mented by reafon of a report (when they lay in harbor) of
foure Dunkerk-men of war, who were faid to lie waiting for
their comming forth, at this fight they make preparation, ac-
cording to their prefent condition, comforting one another in
the fweete mercies of Chrift : the weaker {ex betooke them to
the Ships hold, but the men one Decks waite in a readinefle for
the enemies approach. At whofe courage many of the Seamen
wonder, not knowing under whofe command thefe their paflen-
gers were, even he who makes all his Souldiers bold as Lions.
Yet was he not minded to make triall of his peoples valiantcy
in fight at this time, for the fhips comming up with them proved
to be their own Countrymen and friends, at which they greatly
rejoyced, feeing the good hand of their God was upon them,
and are further ftrengthened in Faith to rely one Chrift, for the
future time againft all Leakes, Stormes, Rockes, Sands, and all
other wants a long Sea-voyage procures, fuftaining them with
all meeknefle and patience, yet fenfible of the Lords frownes,
humbling their foules before him, and alfo rejoycing in his de-
liverances in taking the cup of Salvation, and paying the tribute
of thankfulnefle to the moft high, whofe provident hand was
diverfly direCted toward them, purpofely to point out the great
hardfhips they muft undergoe in this their Chriftian warfare, and
withall to tell them, although their difficulties were many and
mournfull, yet their vi€tories fhould be much more glorious and
joyfull, eminently eyed of the whole World, but now keeping
their courfe fo neere as the winds will {uffer them, the billowes
begin to grow lofty and rageing, and f{uddenly bringing them
into the vale of death, covering them with the formidable flouds,
and dathing their bodies from fide to fide, hurling their unfixed
goods from place to place at thefe unwonted workes. Many of
thefe people amazed finde fuch oppofition in nature, that her
principles grow feeble, and cannot digett her food, loathing all
manner of meat, {fo that the vitall parts are hindered from co-
operating with the Soule in {pirituall duties, infomuch that

both Men, Women and Children are in a helpleffe condition
for
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for prefent, and now is the time if ever of recounting this fervice
they have, and are about to undertake for Chrift ; but he, who is
very {enfible of his peoples infirmities, rebukes the winds, and
Seas for their fakes, and then the reverend and godly among
them begin to exhort them in the name of the ILord, and from
the Lord, being fitted with fuch words as much incourrages the
worke they are going about, many of their horfes and other
Cattell are caft over-board by the way, to the great difheartning
of fome, but Chrift knew well how far his peoples hearts would
be taken off the maine worke with thefe things. And therefore
although he be very tender in providing outward neceffaries for
his, yet rather than this great worke (he intends) fhould be hin-
dered, their Tables fhall be fpred but thinly in this Wilderneffe
for a time. After the Lord had exercifed them thus feverall ways,
he fent Difeafes to vifit their Ships, that the defart Land they
were now drawing near unto might not be deferted by them at
firft enterance, which fure it would have been by many, had not
the Lord prevented by a troublefom paffage: At forty dayes end,
or thereabout, they caft to found the Seas depth, and find them
fixty fadom, by which they deem the bankes of New found Land
are near, where they being provided with Cod-line and Hooke
hale up fome ftore of fith to their no {mall refrefhing, and within
fome f{pace of time after they approach the Coft of New England,
where they are againe provided with Mackarell, and that which
was their greater rejoycing, they difcover Land, at fight thereof
they blefled the Lord.

But before the Author proceed any further in this Difcourfe,
take here a fhort furvay of all the Voyages by Sea, in the tranf-
portation of thefe Armies of the great Fekowva, for fifteene years
fpace to the year 1643. about which time England began to in-
deavour after Reformation, and the Souldiers of Chrift were fet
at liberty to bide his battells at home, for whofe affiftance fome
of the chiefe worthies of Chrift returned back: the number of
Ships that tranfported paflengers in this {pace of time, as is fup-
pofed is 298. Men, Women and Children paffing over this wide
Ocean, as near as at prefent can be gathered, is alfo fuppofed to

be 21200, or thereabout.
Cuar.
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Crar. XVIL
Of the firfl leading of thefe People of Cliryfi, when the Civill
Government was Effableflicd.

BUt to goe on with the Story, the 12 of Fuly or thereabout
1630. thefe Souldiers of ChryZ firft fet foote one this
Weflerne end of the World; where arriveing in fafety, both Men,
Women and Children. On the North fide of Ciarles River,
they landed neare a fmall Ifland, called Noddel/s Ifland, where
one Mr. Samuel Mavereck then living, a man of a very loving
and curteous behaviour, very ready to entertaine ftrangers, yet
an enemy to the Reformation in hand, being ftrong for the
Lordly Prelaticall power one this Ifland, he had built a {mall
Fort with the helpe of one Mr. David Tompfon, placing there-
in foure Murtherers to protect him from the /ndians. About
one mile diftant upon the River ran a fmall creeke, taking its
Name from Major Gen. Edward Gibbons, who dwelt there for
fome yeares after; One the South fide of the River one a point
of Land called Blextons point, planted Mr. William Blaxion, of
whom we have former {poken: to the South-Eaft of him, neare
an Ifland called Zomp/ons Ifland lived fome few Planters more,
thefe perfons were the firft Planters of thofe parts, having fome
{fmall Trading with the /ndians for Beaver-Skins, which moved
them to make their aboade in thofe parts, whom thefe firft
Troopes of Ciryfs Army, found as fit helpes to further their
worke. At their arrivall thofe fmall number of Chriftians ga-
thered at Safem, greatly rejoycing and the more, becaufe they
faw fo many that came chiefly for promoting the great Work
of Chr#? in hand, the Lady Arrabel/lz and fome other godly
Women aboad at Salem, but their Husbands continued at Clarles
Town, both for the fettling the civill Government, and gathering
another Church of C/#z2. The firft Court was holden aboard the
Arvabelle the 23. of Auguff. When the much honoured Fo/n
' Wintrope Efg. was chofen Governour for the remainder of that
yeare, 1630. Alfo the worthy Zlomus Dudly Esq. was chofen
Deputy Governour, and Mr. Szmon Brodeffreet Cerretary, the

people after their long Voyage were many of them troubled
F 3 with
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with the Sturvy, and fome of them died: the firft ftation they
tooke up was at Clarles Towne, where they pitched fome Tents
of Cloath, other built them fmall Huts, in which they lodged
their Wifes and Children. The firft beginning of this worke
feemed very dolorous; Firft for the death of that worthy per-
fonage fzaac Foknfon Efq. whom the Lord had indued with ma-
ny pretious gifts, infomuch that he was had in high efteeme among
all the people of God, and as a chiefe Pillar to fupport this new
erected building. He very much rejoyced at his death, that the
Lord had been pleafed to keepe his eyes open fo long, as to fee
one Church of C/rz/Z gathered before his death, at whofe depar-
ture there was not onely many weeping eyes, but fome fainting
hearts, fearing the fall of the prefent worke. For future Remem-~
brance of him mind this Meeter. :

lzaac Fohnfon Efquire, beloved of Chrift and his people,
and one of the Magiltrates of New FEngland.

'\/ Hat mov’d thee on the Seas wupon fuck toyle with Lady-
laking; , '
Chrifis dm?z:z'ng love all flrength's above, when way for his hee's
making. :
Chrife will have thee example be, honoured with's graces, yeilding
His Churches aid, foundation laid, now new one Chrift a building.
Thy Faith, Hope, Love, Foy, Meekneffe prove improved for thy Lord,
As ke to thee, to people be, in Government accord.
Oh ! people why, doth Chrift deny this worthies life to lengthen?
Chrift onely truft, Johnfons turnd dufl, and yet hee's crownd and
( frrengthend.

The griefe of this people was further increafed by the fore
fickneffe which befell among them, fo that almoft in every Fa-
mily Lamentation, Mourning, and woe was heard, and no frefth
food to be had to cherith them, it would affuredly have moved
the moft lockt up affeftions to Teares no doubt, had they paft
from one Hut to another, and beheld the piteous cafe thefe
people were in, and that which added to their prefent diftreffe
was the want of frefh water, for although the place did afford

plenty,
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plenty, yet for prefent they could finde but one Spring, and that
not to be come at, but when the tide was downe, which caufed
many to pafle over to the South-fide of the River, where they
afterward erefted fome other Townes, yet moft admirable it
was to fee with what Chriftian courage many of thefe Souldiers of
Chrifé carried it amidft all thefe calamities, and in Oflober, the
Governour Deputy and Affiftants, held their fecond Court on
the South-fide of the River; Where they then began to build,
holding correfpondency with Clarles Towne, as one and the
{ame.

At this Court many of the firft Planters came, and were
made free, yet afterward none were admitted to this fellowfhip,
or freedome, but fuch as were firft joyned in fellowfhip with
fome one of the Churches of C/kri/2, their chiefeft aime being
bent to promote hic worke altogether. The number of Free-
men this yeare wa: 10. or thereabout.
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