Supplementary
Readings

To be used with The Shaping of American Congregationalism

Readings in the History and Polity of the National
Association of Congregational Christian Churches:



Readings in the History and Polity of the National Association of
Congregational Christian Churches

Supplementary Readings

To be used with The Shaping of American Congregationalism

Rev. Dr. Arlin T. Larson, editor



PREFACE

Learning about the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches is not easy. No
comprehensive history has been written. Only a few of the founders remain active. No seminary offers a
course tailored to it. Months or vears of participation, informal contacts, and overhearing the scuttlebutt
are usually required. The "Congregational History and Polity" course is designed to accelerate the
learning curve by immersing the student in modem Congregationalism's traditions and practices, as well
as in the more comprehensive Congregational story.

We see this as essential for seminarians seeking a firm foundation in the community they are
preparing to serve. Equally important is educating the many ministers who come to Congregationalism
from other traditions. Church members seeking a better understanding of their faith may also appreciate a
package that brings widely scattered materials together.

The first volume, for instance, of Readings in the History and Polity of the National Association
of Congregational Christian Churches collects Congregational reflections of the nature of the church(es)
as recorded in the Congregationalist magazine. The articles collected are neither comprehensive nor
definitive; we are not even certain to what extent they are representative. What can, however, be said is
that the authors are men and women active in the Association whose views the magazine's editors deemed
worthy of distribution.

At the very least the readings collected inform the reader of the parameters of discussion within
the NACCC. They will additionally provide an introduction to leaders of the Congregational way and
hopefully some insight into this movement's peculiar contribution to the Body of Christ.

This project is in its early stages. We would appreciate your suggestions and notice of our errors

and omissions.

Rev. Dr. Arlin T. Larson, editor
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INTRODUCTION

Though of paramount importance to the sixteenth century founders of Congregationalism,
and to the twentieth century founders of the National Association of Congregational Christian
Churches, polity concerns have never constituted the sole focus of Congregationalism.
Congregationalists have been deeply involved in the full range of American intellectual, cultural,
social, and political life. The Supplementary Readings will engage you in this wider scope of
concerns. Most are excerpted from longer works, hoping to give the flavor of the authors’ style
and letting them define the issues in their own terms. Perhaps you will want to follow up with the
complete version of some. The Congregational Library in Boston is available to help you find
documents that are no longer in print.

These authors expressed concerns and views in ways considered exemplary or definitive
by their contemporaries. It behooves us to pay attention. To understand earlier sections of the
path we are now on. To gain insight into contemporary situations. Perhaps even to be wakened to
issues and modes of understanding to which our ancestors were better attuned than we. Are
certain actual events the will and action of God & others not? When, for example, Edward
Johnson marvels at the “Wonder-working Providence of Zion’s Savior,” which he sees at work
in the Puritan migration, it makes our contemporary sense of God’s working seems vague &
indefinite. As mainline Protestantism is challenged by Pentecostalism and evangelicalism, the
early Congregationalists’ focus on conversion and church membership again becomes relevant.
Urbanism, multiculturalism, immigration? We have still not resolved the issues attended to by
Josiah Strong and Washington Gladden.

Some works may feel vaguely alien, even objectionable, from a twentieth century
perspective. It could be literary style. The use of “f” for “s” and “v” for “u” (and vice versa), the
“thee’s” and “thou’s” of the seventeenth and eighteen centuries. Or it may be more substantive.
Jonathon Edward’s “angry God.” William Ellery Channing’s debunking of traditional doctrines.
Josiah Strong’s celebration of (and challenge to) the “Anglo-Saxon” race. The point, however, is
not so much to judge as to understand the depth and scope of Congregational faith, and to
appreciate its enormous creativity. Hopefully to let our minds be expanded by our forebearers
and join the dialogue with them in contemporary circumstances.
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Cuap. VIIIL

Of the wonderfull Preparation the Lord Chrift by his Providesce,
wrought for his peoples abode in this Weflern world. '

Ow let all men know the admirable A&s of ChriZ for his
Churches, and chofen, are univerfally over the whole Earth

at one and the fame time, but forry man cannot fo difcourfe of
them; And therefore let us leave our Zng/y/k Nation in way
of preparation for this Voyage intended, and tell of the marve-.
lous doings of C/rz preparing for his peoples arrivall in the
Weftern World, whereas the /uzdians report they beheld to their
great wonderment that perfpicuous bright blazing Comet (which
was fo famoufly noted in Europe) anon after Sun fet it appear-
ed as they fay in the Sowus/li-wefl, about three houres continuing
in their Horizon, for the {pace of thirty fleepes (for fo they
reckon their dayes) after which uncouth fight they expefted fome
ftrange things to follow, and the rather, becaufe not long before
the whole Nation of the Mallackufets were fo affrighted with a
Ship that arrived in their Bay, having never feene any before,
thus they report fome perfons among them difcerning a great
thing to move toward them upon the Waters, wondering what
Creature it fhould be, they run with their light cannowes, (which
are a kinde of Boates made of Birch Rindes, and fowed together
with the rootes of white Cedar-Trees) from place to place, ftir-
ing up all their Countreymen to come forth, and behold this
monftrous thing; at this fudden news the fhores for many miles
were filled with this naked Nation, gazing at this wonder, till
fome of the ftouteft among them manned out thefe Cannowes,
being armed with Bow and Arrowes, they approached within
fhot of the Ship, being becalmed they let fly their long fhafts at
her, which being headed with bone fome ftuck faft, and others
dropped into the water, they wondering it did not cry, but kept
quietly on toward them, till all of a fudden the Mafter caufed a
piece of Ordnance to be fired, which ftroke fuch feare into the
poore [ndians, that they hafted to fhore, having their wonders
exceedingly increafed; but being gotten among their great mul-
titude, they waited to fee the fequell with much amazement, till
the Seamen firling up their falies came to an Anchor, manned out
their long bote, and went on fhore, at whofe approach, the /7-
dians fied, although now they faw they were men, who made fignes
to ftay their flight, that they may have Trade with them, and to
that end they brought certaine Copper-Kettles; the /zdizns by
degrees made their approach nearer and nearer till they came to
them, when beholding their Veffells, which they had fet forth
before them, the /udian knocking them were much delighted
with the found, and much more aftonifhed to {ce they would
not
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16 Wonder-working Providence Cuap. 8.

.not breake, being fo thin, for attaining thofe Veffells they brought

them much Bever, fraughting them richly away according to
their defires, this was the firft working providence of (/72 to
ftir up our Exnglyl Nation, to plant thefe parts in hope of a rich
Trade for Bever-skins, and this made fome of our Countrymen
make their abode in thefe parts, whom this Army of C/r##2 at
their comming over found as fit helps to further their defigne in
planting the Churches of Chrif; Who by a more admirable at
of his Providence not long after prepared for his peoples arrivall
as followeth.

The Summer after the blazing Starre (whofe motion in the
Heavens was from Ea/? to Wef, poynting out to the fons of men
the progrefle of the glorious Gofpell of C#rz/, the glorious King
of his Churches) even about the yeare 1618. a little before the
removeall of that Church of Ciry2 from Holland to Plimots in
New England, as the ancient /ndzans report, there befell a great
mortality among them, the greateft that ever the memory of Fa-
ther to Sonne tooke notice of, chiefly defolating thofe places,
where the Engliy/ afterward planted the Country of Pockanoky,
Apgiflawamyg, it was almoft wholly deferted, infomuch that the
Neighbour /ndians did abandon thofe places for feare of death,
fleeing more Weft & by South, obferving the Eaft and by Northern
parts were moft {mitten with this contagion, the Aéba»ginny-men
confifting of Mattachufetls, Wippanaps and Tarralines were great-
ly weakned, and more efpecially the three Kingdomes, or Sag-
gamore {hips of the Matlackufels, who were before this mor-
tality moft populous, having under them feven Dukedomes or
petty Saggamores, and the Niantficks and Narrowganjfits, who
before this came were but of little note, yet were they now not
much increafed by fuch as fled thither for feare of death, the
Pecods (who retained the Name of a war-like people, till af-
terwards conquered by the Engl/k) were alfo {mitten at this
time. Their Difeafe being a fore Confumption, fweeping away
whole Families, but chiefly yong Men and Children, the very
feeds of increafe, their Powwowes, which are their Dotors, work-
ing partly by Charmes, and partly by Medicine, were much a-
mazed to fee their Wigwams lie full of dead Corpes, and that

now neither Sguanfam nor Abbamocko could helpe, which are
the
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CHapP. 8. .af Sions Saviour, iz New England. 17

their good and bad God and alfo their Powwows themfelves were
oft {mitten with deaths ftroke, howling and much lamentation
was heard among the living, who being poffeft with great feare,
oftimes left their dead unburied, their manner being fuch, that
they remove their habitations at death of any, this great mortali-
ty being an unwonted thing, feare them the more, becaufe na-
turally the Country is very healthy. But by this meanes Clsz/2
(whofe great and glorious workes the Earth throughout are al-
together for the benefit of his Churches and chofen) not onely
made roome for his people to plant; but alfo tamed the

hard and cruell hearts of thefe barbarous /ndZans, infomuch that-

halfe a handfull of his people landing not long after in Plimots-
Plantation, found little refiftance, of whom the Author purpofes
not to {peake particularly, being prevented by the honoured
Mr. Winflow, who was an eye-witnefle of the worke: onely thus
much by the way, they were fent to keepe pofifeflion for their
Brethren and fellow Souldiers, who arrived eight yeares after
them, as in procefle of this ftory will God-willing appeare: and
verily herein they quit themfelves like men, or rather Ch»z/Z for
and by them, maintaining the place notwithftanding the multi-
tude of difficulties they met withall at their firft landing, being
in doubtfull {ufpence what intertainment thefe Barbarians would
give them, having with prayer fupplicated the Lord in the Name
of Chrift their King and guide in this their undertaking, they
manned out a Boate to difcover what ftore of the Inhabitants
were there. Now thefe men, whofe courage exceeded the num-
ber, being guided by the provident hand of the moft high, landed
in fome {everall places; and by making fires gave fignes of their
approach, now the /ndians, whofe dwellings are moft neer the
water-fide, appeared with their Bowes bent and Arrowes one
the ftring, let fly their long fhafts among this little company,
whom they might foon have inclofed, but the Iord otherwife
difpofed of it, for one Captaine Mzles Standy having his fowl-
ing-peece in a reddinefle, prefented full at them, his fhot being
dire&ted by the provident Hand of the moft high God, ftrook
the ftouteft Saclem: among them one the right Arme, it being
bent over his fhoulder to reach an Arrow forth his Quiver, as

their manner is to draw them forth in fight, at this Jruke they
D all
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all fled with great {wiftnefle through the Woods and Thickets,
then the Ewnglyfs, who more thirfted after their converfion than
deftruétion, returned to their Bote without receiving any dam-
age, and foon after arrived where they left their Brethren, to
whom they declared the good hand of God toward them, with
thankfull acknowledgement of this great worke of his in pre-
ferving them ; Yet did they all remaine full of incumbred,
thoughts, the /Jndians, of whofe multitudes they had now fome
intelligence, together with experience of {pirits, and alfo knew
well without commerce with them they were not like long to
fubfift.

But hee, whofe worke they went about, wrought fo rare a
Providence for them, which cannot but be admired of all that
heare it. Thus it befell as they were difcourfing in the Bote they
had built for fhelter, all of a fudden, an /zdzan came in among
them, at whofe fpeech they were all agaft, he fpeaking in the
Englyh Language, Much welcome Englyflimen, their wonder was
the greater, becaufe upon thofe Coftes they fuppofed no Engli/Z
had {o much as fet foote, and verily Chrift had prepared him on
purpofe to give his people intertainment, the /zdzan having li-
ved in England two year or thereabout, after which he returned
home, and at this time had wandred into thofe parts in compa-
ny of other /zdzans, all this, and the condition of the neere adjoy-
ning /ndians, hee {foon difcovered unto them, at which they were
tranfported beyond themfelves very much, what with joy and
the mixture of their former feare and affeftion intervening with
the other, {furprifed all their fenfes of a fudden, that long it was
ere each party could take its proper place, yea, and beyond all
this Chrz/? Fefus, by the power of his blefled Spirit, did now work
upon all their faculties both of Soule and Body, the great im-

~preffion of his prefent Providence might not foon be wathed off

with the following incumbred cares of a Defart Wildernefle ;
but to contralt, they made ufe of the prefent opportunity, and
by the inftrumentall meanes of this /zdzaz, became acquainted
and reconciled with moft of the Neighbouring /za?ans. And af-
terward planted a Church of Chrift there, and fet up civill Go-
vernment, calling the Name of the place Plhmott: under this
jurifdiétion there are ten Churches at this very day, this being the

firft
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Cuar. 9. Of Sions Saviour, in New England. 19

firft place any Engly/ reforted unto for the advancement of the
Kingly Government of Chrift in this Weflerne World.

Crar. IX.
Of the firf preparation of the Marchant Adventurers, in
the Mattachufets. :

NOW it will be time to returne againe to England, to {peake
further of the people that wee left in way of preparation ;
who in the yeare 1628. fent forth fome ftore of fervants to pro-
vide againft the wants of a Defart Wilderneffe, amongflt whom
came over a mixt multitude, infomuch that very little appeared
of the foliowing worke, onely the much honoured Mr. Fo/n J7n-
dicat, came over with them to governe, a fit inftrument to be-
gin this Wilderneffe-worke, of courage bold undanted, yet foci-
able, and of a chearfull {pirit, loving and auftere, applying him-
felfe to either as occafion ferved. And now let no man be offen-
ded at the Authors rude Verfe, penned of purpofe to keepe in
memory the Names of fuch worthies as Chrift. made ftrong for
himf{elfe, in this unwonted worke of his.

John Endicat fwice Governour of the Englith, inkabiting
the Mattachufets Bay zz N. England.

S Trong valiant John wilt trou marck on, and take up flation fir/l,
Chrif2 cal’d hath thee, liis Sounldier be, and faile not of thy truft;
Wildernefs wants Chrifts grace fupplants, the plant his Churches pure,
With Tongues gifted, and graces led, help thou to kis procure;
Undanted thou wilt not allow, Malignant men to wa/l: (Za/2.
Chrifs Vineyard feeve, whofe grace fhould cleer, kis well-beloved’s
Then honoured be, thy Chrifl hatl thee thetr Generall promoted:
7o fhew therr love, i1 place above, his pegple fave thee voted.
Yet mufl thou fall, to grave with all the Nobles of the Earth,
Thou rotting worme, to duft mufl turn,and worfe but for new birth.

The place picked out by this People to fettle themfelves in, was
in the bofome of the out-firetched arme of Cape Anne, now
D2 called
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fet with Carbunkles, wherein the names of his whole Army are
written. Can there be ever night in his Prefence, whofe eyes
are ten thoufand times higher than the Sun? Behold his fwiftnes
all you that have faid, where is the promife of his comming?
Liften a while, hear what his herauld proclaimes, Baébylon is fallen,
is fallen, both her Doétrine & Lordly rabble of Popes, Cardinalls,
Lordly-Bithops, Friers, Monks, Nuns, Seminary-Priefts, Je-
fuits, Ermites, Pilgrims, Deans, Prebends, Arch-Deacons,
Commiffaries, Officialls, Proftors, Somners, Singing-men,
Chorifters, Organift, Bellows- blowers, Vercrers, Porters, Sex-
tons, Beads-men, and Bel-ringers and all others who never had
name in the Word of God; together with all her falfe Doétrines,
although they may feeme otherwife never fo contradiftory as
Arians, who deny the God-head of Chrift, and Gorteni/is who
deny the Humanity of Chrift: Papifts, who thinke to merit Heaven
by the Workes of the Law, Anfinomians, who deny the Law of
God altogether as a rule to walke by in the obedience of Faith,
and deny good works to be the Frutit of Faith, 4»minians, who
attribute Gods Eleftion, or Reprobation to the will of Man,
and Famazlyls, who forfake the revealed Will of God, and make
men depend upon ftrong Revelations, for the knowledge of
Gods Ele&ting Love towards them, Conformitants or Formaliyfs,
who bring in 2 forme of worfhip of their owne, and joyne it
with the worthip God hath appointed in his Word, Seeters, that
deny all manner of worthip or Ordinances of Chriff Fefus,
affirming them to be quite loft, and not to be attained till new
Apoﬁies come.

Cuar. XIL
Of the voluntary banifkment, chofen by this People of Chrift, and
therr lafl farewell taken of their Country
and Friends.

Nd now behold the feverall Regiments of thefe Souldiers
of Chrif2, as they are fhipped for his fervice in the Weflern
World, part thereof being come to the Towne and Port of

Som’fmmptan in England, Where they were to be fhipped, that
they
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CHAP. 12.  of Sions Saviour, in New England. 25

they might profecute this defigne to the full, one Ship called
the Eagle, they wholy purchafe, and many more they hire, filling
them with the feede of man and beaft to fow this yet untilled
Wilderneffe withall, making fale of fuch Land as they poffefle, to
the great admiration of their Friends and Acquaintance, who
thus expoftulate with them, What, will not the large income of
your yearly revenue content you, which in all reafon cannot chufe
but be more advantagious both to you and yours, then all that
Rocky Wilderneffe, whither you are going, to run the hazard
of your life? Have you not here your Tables filled with great
variety of Foode, your Coffers filled with Coyne, your
Houfes beautifully built and filled with all rich Furniture? (or
otherwife) have you not fuch a gainfull Trade as none the like
in the Towne where you live? Are you not inriched daily? Are
not your Children very well provided for as they come to years?
(nay) may you not here as pithily pradtife the two chiefe Du-
ties of a Chriftian (if Chrift give ftrength) namely Mortificati-
on and Santtification as in any place of the World? What helps
can you have there that you muft not carry from hence? With
bold refolvedneffe thefe ftout Souldiers of Chrift reply; as
Death, the King of terror with all his dreadfull attendance inhu-
mane and barbarous, tortures doubled and trebled by all the in-
fernal furies have appeared but light and momentany to the
Souldiers of Chrz/? /lefus, fo alfo the Pleafure, Profits and Ho-
nours of this World fet forth in their moft glorious f{plendor, and
magnitude by the alluring Lady of Delight, proffering pleafant
embraces, cannot intice with her Syrenz Songs, fuch Souldiers of
Chrift, whofe aymes are elevated by him, many Millions above
that brave Warrier Fly/fes.

Now feeing all can be faid will but barely fet forth the im-
moveable Refolutions that Chrift continued in thefe men; Paffe
on and attend with teares, if thou haft any, the following dif-
- courfe, while thefe Men, Women and Children are taking their
laft farwell of their Native Country, Kindred, Friends and Ac-
quaintance, while the Ships attend them; Many make choife of
fome folitary place to eccho out their bowell-breaking affeCtions
in bidding their Friends farwell, deare friends (fayes one) as

neare as my owne foule doth thy love lodge in my breft, with
thought
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thought of the heart-burning Ravifhments, that thy Heavenly
{peeches have wrought : my melting foule is poured out at prefent
with thefe words, both of them had their farther {peach ftran-
gled from the depth of their inward dolor, with breaft-breaking
fobs, till leaning their heads each on others fhoulders, they
let fall the falt-dropping dews of vehement affeftion, firiving
to exceede one another, much like the departure of Daz:d and
Fonathan : having a little eafed their hearts with the ftill fireames
of Teares, they recovered fpeech againe. Ah! my much ho-
noured friend, hath Chrift given thee fo great a charge as to be
Leader of his People into that far remote, and vaft Wildernefle,
I, oh, and alas thou muft die there and never fhall I fee thy Face
in the fleth againe, wert thou called to fo great a taske as to
pafle the pretious Ocean, and hazard thy perfon in Battell againft
thoufands of Malignant Enemies there? there were hopes of thy
return with triumph, but now after two three, or foure moneths
fpent with daily expeftation of fwallowing Waves, and cruell
Pirates, you are to be Landed among barbarous /zdzans, famous
for nothing but cruelty, where you are like to {pend your days
in a famifhing condition for a long fpace; Scarce had he utter-
ed this, but prefently hee lockes his friend faft in his armes, hold-
ing each other thus for fome fpace of time, they weepe againe,
But as Paul to his beloved flock: the other replies what doe you
weeping and breaking my heart? I am now preft for the fervice
of our Lord Chrzf}, to re-build the moft glorious Edifice of
Mount Szoz in a Wilderneffe, and as o4z Baptift, I muft cry
prepare yee the way of the Lord, make his paths firait, for be-
hold hee is comming againe, hee is comming to deftroy 4nf:-
chryff, and give the whore double to drinke the very dregs of his
wrath.

Then my deare friend unfold thy hands, for thou and I have
much worke to doe, I and all Chriftian Souldiers the World
throughout, then hand in hand they leade each other to the San-
dy-banks of the brinifh Ocean, when clenching their hands faft,
they unloofe not til inforced to wipe their watery-eyes, whofe
conftant ftreames forced a watery-path upon their Cheekes,
which to hide from the eyes of others they fhun fociety for a

time, but being called by occafion, whofe bauld back-part none
can
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can lay hold one; They thruft in among the throng now ready
to take Ship, where they beheld the like affetions with their
own among divers Relations, Husbands and Wives with mu-
tuall confent are now purpofed to part for a time goo Leagues
afunder, fince fome providence at prefent will not fuffer them
to goe together, they refolve their tender affettions fhall not
hinder this worke of Chrift, the new Married and betrothed -man,
exempt by the Law of God from war, now will not claime their
. priviledge, but being conftrained by the Love of Chrift, lock
up their naturall affeCtions for a time, till the Lord fhall be plea-
fed to give them a meeting in this Weflerne World, {weetly mix-
ing it with fpirituall love, in the meane time many Fathers now
take their yong Samuells, and give them to this fervice of Chrift
all their Lives. Brethre Sifters, Unkles, Nephewes, Neeces,
together with all Kindred of bloud that binds the bowells of
affetion in a truec Lovers knot, can now take their laft farewell,
each of other, although naturall affection will ftill claime her
right, and manifeft her felfe to bee in the body by looking
out at the Windowes in a mournefull manner among this
company, thus difpofed doth many Reverend and godly
Paftors of Chrift prefent themfelves, fome in a Seamans Habit,
and their f{cattered fheepe comming as a poore Convoy
loftily take their leave of them as followeth, what dolefull
dayes are thefe, when the beft choife our Orthodox Minifters
can make is to take up a perpetuall banifhment from their na-
tive foile, together with their Wives and Children, wee their
poore fheepe they may not feede, but by ftoledred fhould they
abide here. Lord C/rif?, here they are at thy command, they go,
this is the doore thou haft opened upon our earneft requeft, and
we hope it thall never be fhut: for Englands {ake they are going
from England to pray without ceafing for England, O England!
thou fhalt finde New England prayers prevailing with their
God for thee, but now woe alas, what great hardfhip muit
thefe our indeared Paftors indure for a long feafon, with thefe
words they lift up their voyces and wept, adding many drops of
falt liquor to the ebbing Ocean; Then fhaking hands they bid a-
due with much cordiall affeftion to all their Brethren, and

Sifters in Chrift, yet now the Scorne and Derifion of thofe times,
E > and
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and for this their great enterprife counted as fo many crackt-
braines, but Chrift will make all the earth know the wifdome
he hath indued them with, fhall over-top all the humane policy
in the World, as the fequell wee hope will thew; Thus much
thall fuffice in generall to fpeak of their peoples farewell they
tooke from time to time of their Country and Friends.
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Cuap. XIV.
Of the wonderfull prefervation of Chrift, in carvying his Pegple
Men, Women, Children, through the lavge/?
Ocean in the World.

ANd now you have had a fhort furvay of the charges of
their New England Vayages, fee their progrefle being fafe
aboard weighing Anker, and hoyfting faile they betooke them
to the proteCtion of the Lord on the wide Ocean, no fooner
were they difperfed by reafon of the widenefle of the Sea, but
the Arrabelle (for 1o they called the Eagle, which the compa-
ny purchafed in honour of the Lady Arradella, Wife to that
godly Efquire, Jzack Folinfon) efpied foure Ships, as they fup-
pofed, in purfuit of them, their fufpition being the more aug-
mented by reafon of a report (when they lay in harbor) of
foure Dunkerk-men of war, who were faid to lie waiting for
their comming forth, at this fight they make preparation, ac-
cording to their prefent condition, comforting one another in
the fweete mercies of Chrift : the weaker {ex betooke them to
the Ships hold, but the men one Decks waite in a readinefle for
the enemies approach. At whofe courage many of the Seamen
wonder, not knowing under whofe command thefe their paflen-
gers were, even he who makes all his Souldiers bold as Lions.
Yet was he not minded to make triall of his peoples valiantcy
in fight at this time, for the fhips comming up with them proved
to be their own Countrymen and friends, at which they greatly
rejoyced, feeing the good hand of their God was upon them,
and are further ftrengthened in Faith to rely one Chrift, for the
future time againft all Leakes, Stormes, Rockes, Sands, and all
other wants a long Sea-voyage procures, fuftaining them with
all meeknefle and patience, yet fenfible of the Lords frownes,
humbling their foules before him, and alfo rejoycing in his de-
liverances in taking the cup of Salvation, and paying the tribute
of thankfulnefle to the moft high, whofe provident hand was
diverfly direCted toward them, purpofely to point out the great
hardfhips they muft undergoe in this their Chriftian warfare, and
withall to tell them, although their difficulties were many and
mournfull, yet their vi€tories fhould be much more glorious and
joyfull, eminently eyed of the whole World, but now keeping
their courfe fo neere as the winds will {uffer them, the billowes
begin to grow lofty and rageing, and f{uddenly bringing them
into the vale of death, covering them with the formidable flouds,
and dathing their bodies from fide to fide, hurling their unfixed
goods from place to place at thefe unwonted workes. Many of
thefe people amazed finde fuch oppofition in nature, that her
principles grow feeble, and cannot digett her food, loathing all
manner of meat, {fo that the vitall parts are hindered from co-
operating with the Soule in {pirituall duties, infomuch that

both Men, Women and Children are in a helpleffe condition
for
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for prefent, and now is the time if ever of recounting this fervice
they have, and are about to undertake for Chrift ; but he, who is
very {enfible of his peoples infirmities, rebukes the winds, and
Seas for their fakes, and then the reverend and godly among
them begin to exhort them in the name of the ILord, and from
the Lord, being fitted with fuch words as much incourrages the
worke they are going about, many of their horfes and other
Cattell are caft over-board by the way, to the great difheartning
of fome, but Chrift knew well how far his peoples hearts would
be taken off the maine worke with thefe things. And therefore
although he be very tender in providing outward neceffaries for
his, yet rather than this great worke (he intends) fhould be hin-
dered, their Tables fhall be fpred but thinly in this Wilderneffe
for a time. After the Lord had exercifed them thus feverall ways,
he fent Difeafes to vifit their Ships, that the defart Land they
were now drawing near unto might not be deferted by them at
firft enterance, which fure it would have been by many, had not
the Lord prevented by a troublefom paffage: At forty dayes end,
or thereabout, they caft to found the Seas depth, and find them
fixty fadom, by which they deem the bankes of New found Land
are near, where they being provided with Cod-line and Hooke
hale up fome ftore of fith to their no {mall refrefhing, and within
fome f{pace of time after they approach the Coft of New England,
where they are againe provided with Mackarell, and that which
was their greater rejoycing, they difcover Land, at fight thereof
they blefled the Lord.

But before the Author proceed any further in this Difcourfe,
take here a fhort furvay of all the Voyages by Sea, in the tranf-
portation of thefe Armies of the great Fekowva, for fifteene years
fpace to the year 1643. about which time England began to in-
deavour after Reformation, and the Souldiers of Chrift were fet
at liberty to bide his battells at home, for whofe affiftance fome
of the chiefe worthies of Chrift returned back: the number of
Ships that tranfported paflengers in this {pace of time, as is fup-
pofed is 298. Men, Women and Children paffing over this wide
Ocean, as near as at prefent can be gathered, is alfo fuppofed to

be 21200, or thereabout.
Cuar.
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Crar. XVIL
Of the firfl leading of thefe People of Cliryfi, when the Civill
Government was Effableflicd.

BUt to goe on with the Story, the 12 of Fuly or thereabout
1630. thefe Souldiers of ChryZ firft fet foote one this
Weflerne end of the World; where arriveing in fafety, both Men,
Women and Children. On the North fide of Ciarles River,
they landed neare a fmall Ifland, called Noddel/s Ifland, where
one Mr. Samuel Mavereck then living, a man of a very loving
and curteous behaviour, very ready to entertaine ftrangers, yet
an enemy to the Reformation in hand, being ftrong for the
Lordly Prelaticall power one this Ifland, he had built a {mall
Fort with the helpe of one Mr. David Tompfon, placing there-
in foure Murtherers to protect him from the /ndians. About
one mile diftant upon the River ran a fmall creeke, taking its
Name from Major Gen. Edward Gibbons, who dwelt there for
fome yeares after; One the South fide of the River one a point
of Land called Blextons point, planted Mr. William Blaxion, of
whom we have former {poken: to the South-Eaft of him, neare
an Ifland called Zomp/ons Ifland lived fome few Planters more,
thefe perfons were the firft Planters of thofe parts, having fome
{fmall Trading with the /ndians for Beaver-Skins, which moved
them to make their aboade in thofe parts, whom thefe firft
Troopes of Ciryfs Army, found as fit helpes to further their
worke. At their arrivall thofe fmall number of Chriftians ga-
thered at Safem, greatly rejoycing and the more, becaufe they
faw fo many that came chiefly for promoting the great Work
of Chr#? in hand, the Lady Arrabel/lz and fome other godly
Women aboad at Salem, but their Husbands continued at Clarles
Town, both for the fettling the civill Government, and gathering
another Church of C/#z2. The firft Court was holden aboard the
Arvabelle the 23. of Auguff. When the much honoured Fo/n
' Wintrope Efg. was chofen Governour for the remainder of that
yeare, 1630. Alfo the worthy Zlomus Dudly Esq. was chofen
Deputy Governour, and Mr. Szmon Brodeffreet Cerretary, the

people after their long Voyage were many of them troubled
F 3 with
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with the Sturvy, and fome of them died: the firft ftation they
tooke up was at Clarles Towne, where they pitched fome Tents
of Cloath, other built them fmall Huts, in which they lodged
their Wifes and Children. The firft beginning of this worke
feemed very dolorous; Firft for the death of that worthy per-
fonage fzaac Foknfon Efq. whom the Lord had indued with ma-
ny pretious gifts, infomuch that he was had in high efteeme among
all the people of God, and as a chiefe Pillar to fupport this new
erected building. He very much rejoyced at his death, that the
Lord had been pleafed to keepe his eyes open fo long, as to fee
one Church of C/rz/Z gathered before his death, at whofe depar-
ture there was not onely many weeping eyes, but fome fainting
hearts, fearing the fall of the prefent worke. For future Remem-~
brance of him mind this Meeter. :

lzaac Fohnfon Efquire, beloved of Chrift and his people,
and one of the Magiltrates of New FEngland.

'\/ Hat mov’d thee on the Seas wupon fuck toyle with Lady-
laking; , '
Chrifis dm?z:z'ng love all flrength's above, when way for his hee's
making. :
Chrife will have thee example be, honoured with's graces, yeilding
His Churches aid, foundation laid, now new one Chrift a building.
Thy Faith, Hope, Love, Foy, Meekneffe prove improved for thy Lord,
As ke to thee, to people be, in Government accord.
Oh ! people why, doth Chrift deny this worthies life to lengthen?
Chrift onely truft, Johnfons turnd dufl, and yet hee's crownd and
( frrengthend.

The griefe of this people was further increafed by the fore
fickneffe which befell among them, fo that almoft in every Fa-
mily Lamentation, Mourning, and woe was heard, and no frefth
food to be had to cherith them, it would affuredly have moved
the moft lockt up affeftions to Teares no doubt, had they paft
from one Hut to another, and beheld the piteous cafe thefe
people were in, and that which added to their prefent diftreffe
was the want of frefh water, for although the place did afford

plenty,
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plenty, yet for prefent they could finde but one Spring, and that
not to be come at, but when the tide was downe, which caufed
many to pafle over to the South-fide of the River, where they
afterward erefted fome other Townes, yet moft admirable it
was to fee with what Chriftian courage many of thefe Souldiers of
Chrifé carried it amidft all thefe calamities, and in Oflober, the
Governour Deputy and Affiftants, held their fecond Court on
the South-fide of the River; Where they then began to build,
holding correfpondency with Clarles Towne, as one and the
{ame.

At this Court many of the firft Planters came, and were
made free, yet afterward none were admitted to this fellowfhip,
or freedome, but fuch as were firft joyned in fellowfhip with
fome one of the Churches of C/kri/2, their chiefeft aime being
bent to promote hic worke altogether. The number of Free-
men this yeare wa: 10. or thereabout.
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Cuapr. V.

Of the wonderfull delivevance wrought by the Lord Chrift, for his
poorve New England Churches, in freing them from the
Jear of their Malignant adverfaries, who forc't, them
o this Wifderneffe.

Nd now to the third and great diftreffe, which lay behind
them by reafon of their back friends, the Lording Bi-
fhops, and other Malignant adverfaries, being daily exafperated
againft them, and in efpeciall at this time by one Morion, who
named himfelfe the Hoft of Merrimount, who wanted not ma-
lice, could he poflible have attained meanes to effet it; But the
Lord Chrif? prevented both him and his Mafters, whom with
flattery he fought to pleafe with fcurrillous deriding the fervants
of Chrif?, to bring them into contempt, yet the Lord prevented
all, and delivered this wretched fellow into his peoples hands
againe after all this, who dealt as favourably with him as David
did with SZzmme:z. Befides this, the evill ufage that many of the
beloved fervants of Chrift had from the hands of thofe in office
at their departure, declared plainely, that there were fome, who
would willingly have purfued them to bring them under bon-
dage againe, herein their anfwer was that they fhould ftand fiill,
and fee the falvation of the Lord, who was now refolved to
fight for them againft his and their implacable enemies ; although
more mighty than they: and indeed all meanes of refiftance in
the hand of man being fo fmall, that it could not pofifible bee
difcerned by any mortall eye; yet will the Lord worke by means
and not by miracle ; when the Lord called forth Fo/iua to ficht
with Amaleck, his Mofes muft be in the Mount at Prayers; fee-
ing this anfwer deeply concernes the dearly beloved of our Lord
Chrif? remaining in England, let them liften to the anfwer.

Alfo how came it to pafle that the Lord put it into your
hearts to fet upon a Reformation, was it not by prayer attained?
You are not excluded, although the Churches of Chrift here are
for the prefent in the Mount, and you in the Vally fighting, yet
furely they had neede of helpe to hold up their hands, whereas
the nereneffe of the danger to you in the enemies overcoming,
i1s a great motive to keepe up yours ftedy, yet may you fay right-
ly to the Churches of Chrift here, as Mordacky to Hefter the
Queene, if you hold your peace deliverance fhall come another
way, and thinke not to efcape, becaufe you are in New England,
Afluredly the Lord is doing great things, and waites for the
prayers of his people that he may be gratious unto them, and ve-
rily the poore Churches of Chrift heere cannot but take notice
of the great workes the Lord hath done for you of late, which
are famous throughout the whole World; And fhould they not
take them as an anfwer of thefe weake prayers, they feare they
fhould neglet to magnify his mercy toward you, and them: the
noble aéts of the Lord Chrift, for the freedome of his people
from that intolerable Prelaticall bondage, are almoft miraculoufly
committed to memory by the able fervants of Chrift, whom hee
hath ftirred up for that very end, yet muft you not fhut out the

valiant fouldiers of Chrift (difciplin’d in this unwonted Wilder-
nefle)
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neffe) from having fhare with you in the worke, yet no farther
but that Chrift may be all in all: who hath caufed the Midianzies
to fight againft Midian, till the true JZfraelites had gathered
themfelves together, hee it is that hath brought the counfells of
the wicked to naught hee it is that hath difcovered the fecret
plottings of the King of A4/fyria, even in his Bed-chamber; Hee
it is that hath declared himfelf to be with your mighty men of va-
lour, and affuredly all you valiant Souldiers of Chrift, both in one
LEngland and the other, the Lord hath fhewed you as great
fignes and wonders for the ftrengthening of your faith, as was
the wetting and drying of the fleece to Gedeon, onely beware of
fetting up an Eplod in the latter end; Let the Churches of Chrift
be fet up according to his firft inftitution, or you will make double
worke, for all may fee by what is done already, there is nothing
too hard for him, hee will downe with all againe and againe, till
his Kingdom alone be exalted, for the which all the J/zae/ of God
fight, wraftle, pray, and here you may fee the fervants of Chrift
fighting at goo leagues diftant.

Oh you proud Bifhops, that would have all the World ftoope
to your Lordly power, the heathen Romans your predeceflors,
after they had banithed Fo/z to the Ifle of Patfimos, fuffered him
quietly to injoy the Revelation of Je/us Chryl there; here is a
people that have betaken themfelves to a newfound World, di-
ftanced from you with the wideft Ocean the World affords, and
yet you grudge them the purity of Chrifts Ordinances there.
No wonder then, nay wonder all the World at the fudden and
unexpected downfall of thefe domineering Lords, who had
Princes to proteét them, armes to defend them, and almoft three
whole Kingdomes at their command; and no enemy of theirs in
fight onely, there appeares a little cloud about the bignefle of a
mans hand out of the Weflerne Ocean, I but the Lord Chryft is in
it, out of Szon the perfefion of beauty hath God fhined. Our
God fhall come, and fhall not keepe filence, a Fire fhall devour
afore him, & mighty tempefts fhall be moved round about him.
Now gather together you King-like Bifhops, and make ufe of
all the Kingly power you can, for the cloud is fuddenly come up,
he rode upon Cherub and did flie. And now let the Children of
Szon rejoyce in their King, for the Lord hath pleafure in his

people
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people, hee will make the meeke glorious by deliverance; And
that the whole Earth may know it is the Lords owne worke, the
Arch-prelate and his complices muft begin to war with the Scoss,
and that implacably, the Prelates defire a Parliament thinking
to eftablifh iniquity by a Law, but the iniquity of the Ammo-
rifes is already full, and all your cunning counfells fhall but con-
trive your owne deftruction ; ; They remonftrant againt all Acts
of Parliament that pafle without their Vote, and by this means
wind out themfelves for ever voting more, they devife how they
may have fuch perfons committed to prifon as favour not their
proceeding. -

But the Lord turned their mifchiefe they had conceived upon
their own pates, and they themfelves were fent to prifon by halfe
a fcore at a time; And fuch was the unfavourynefle of this feem-
ing falt, that it was good for nothing, but to Lord it over others,
their tyranny being ‘taken out of their hands, they could not in-
dure to be commanded by any; And therefore unfit for the war
which they ftirred up, to recover the people againe under their
bondage, yet fuch was the madneflfe of fome, that they loved
their fervitude fo well as to fight for it; but furely fuch had
never rightly knowne the fervice of the Lord Chrzff, which is
perfeét freedome, from all fuch tyrannous yoaks, and verily juft
it is with the Lord to caufe fuch to be fervants unto S4z/ka4, that
they may know the fervice of the Lord, and the fervice of the
Kingdomes of the Country. But however an Army is raifed to
defend their Lordly dignity; Let the Saints be joyfull with glo-
vy, let the high A&s of God be in their mouths, and a two
edged Sword in their hands, to bind their Kings in chaines, and
their Nobles in fetters of Iron, the Charets of the Lord are
twenty thoufand thoufands of Angells, the Lord is among them
as in Sznai, Kings of Armies did flee apace; and now you that
have borne fuch a wicked {pirit of malignity againft the people
of Chrift, can your hearts indure, and your hands wax ftrong in
the day that he fhall have to doe with you ? Oh you proud Pre-
lates that boaft fo much of your taking the Kings part, miferable
partakers are you; in ftead of obeying him, you have caufed him
to obey you, its writ in fuch great capitall letters that a child
may read it: what was the caufe of the firft raifing war againft

R 2 the
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the Scofs which occafioned the Parliament, when you faw they
would not further the war as you would have them, they were
foone traytors in your account, and profecuted againft with Ar-
my after army, and was not all this to make the Scots receive
your Injunétions, a very fayer bottom to build a bloudy war upon,
that the Prelatticall power might Lord it in Scotland, as they of
a long time had done in England : it was your Pithagorian Phy-
lofophy that caufed the King to loofe his Life, by perfwading
him his Kingly power lived in your Lordly dignity, as a thing fub-
ordinate unto it, and he fo deeply taken with this conceit, that
it coft the lives of many thoufands more then ever hee, or his
Father would doe for faving or recovering the Pallatine Coun-
try.

Experience hath taught the favage /ndians, among whom we
live, that they may and doe daily bring Wolves to be tame, but
they cannot breake them of their ravening nature, and I would
your Royalift would learne of them to know, that as your Lord
Bifhops, Deanes, Prebends, &c. be right whelps of the Roman

litter, fo let them be never fo well tam’d, they will retaine their

nature ftill, to Lord it over all kinde of Civill Government;
But woe and alafle that ever any of our Countrymen fhould be
fo blind, that after they are delivered from fo great a bondage by
fuch Wonder working Providence of the Lord Chryf; Ever and
anon to indeavour to make a Captaine over them, that they may
returne againe into Egypt, as appeares by the plots which have
beene difcovered, and broken in pieces by the right hand of the
moft high, and, yet for all this their’s fuch a hankering after fome-
what of the Prelaticall greatneffe; by the ZEngly Clergy, and
the ScotfyZ Claffis, that many of them could afford to raife an-
other war for it. But brethren I befeech you be more wifer, left
when you are growne hot in your quarrell, the Malignant party
come and fet you agreed, ftablifh peace in righteoufnefle, and let
the word be your rule, heare one another with meekenefle, and
the Lord will cleare up the whole truth unto you in his due time;
And now to declare plainly how far the Lord hath beene pleafed
to make ufe of any of his people in thefe Heflerne parts, about
this Worke, for to fay truth they have done nothing in holes

and corners, but their workes are obvious to all the World : if
’ the
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the fufferings of the Saints be pretious in the eyes of Chrift, {o as
to provoke him in difpleafure to cut off the occafioners thereof,
then thus his poore unworthy people here have had a great
ftroake in the downfall of their adverfaries to the prefent poffef-
fed truths of Chrift, for this wilderneflfe worke, hath not beene
carried on without fighthings that have come before him, and
Groanes that have entred his eares, and Teares treafured up in
his bottles (againe) if the ardent and ftrong affeftions of the
people of God, for his glorious comming to advance his King-
dome in the fplendor, and purity of his Gofpell, as to cry with
the holy Prophet, O% that /ie would breake the Heavens and come
down; be regarded of the Lord Chrzf?, fo as to remove with his
mighty power the very Mountaines out of the way, and hurle
them into the deepe; Then hath thefe weake wormes inftru-
mentally had a fhare in the great defolation the Lord Chrif?
hath wrought. For this Hiftory will plainely declare with what
zeale and deepe affetion, and unrefiftable refolutions thefe Pil-
grim people have endeavoured the gathering together his Saints,
for the edifying the Body of Chrift, that he may raign both Lord
and King for ever. ' :

Yet againe, if the prayers of the faithfull people of God availe
any thing for the accomplithment of his promifes, in the de-
ftru&tion of Antichrift, for the fubduing of Armies without firik-
ing one flroake; Then affuredly thefe Facobites have wreftled
with the Lord, not onely (with that good King Feko/hapiat)
proclaiming one Faft, but many Fafts, they, their Wives and little
ones ftanding before the Lord; Oh our God wilt thou not judge
them for we have no might, &c. Latftly, if the Lord himfeife
have roared from Szon, (as in the dayes of the Prophet Amuos)
fo from his Churches in New England, by a great and terrible
Earthquake (which happened much about the time the Lordly
Prelates -were preparing their injunétions for Scotland) taking
rife from the Weft, it made its progrefle to the Eaftward, cau-
fing the Earth to rife up and downe like the waves of the Sea;
having the fame effet on the Sea alfo, caufing the Ships that lay
in the Harbor to quake, the which, at that very time was faid to
be a figne from the Lord to his Churches, that he was purpofed

to fhake the Kingdomes of Ewurgpes Earth, and now by his pro-
R 3 vidences
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vidences brought to pafle, all men may reade as much and more:
as if he fhould have faid to thefe his fcattered people (yet now
againe united in Church Covenant) the Lord is now gathering
together his Armies, and that your faith may be firengthened,
you fhall feele and heare the fhakings of the Earth by the might
of his power: yea, the Sea allo, to thew he will ordaine Armies
both by Sea and Land to make [Babilonr defolate; Things thus
concurring as an immediate anfwer of the Lord to his peoples
prayers and endeavours, caufed fome of this little handfull with
refolute courage and boldnefle to returne againe to their native
Land, that they might (the Lord accepting and affifting them
in their endeavours) be helpfull in advancing the Kingdome of
Chrift, and cafting down every ftrong houfe of finne and Satan.
It matters not indeed who be the inftruments, if with the eye of
faith thefe that go forth to fight the Lords Battailes, can but fee
and heare the Lord going out before them againft their enemies,
with a found in the tops of the Mulbery Trees. Here are affu-
redly evident fignes that the Lord Chrz/ is gone forth for his
peoples deliverance, and now Frogs, Flies, Lice or Duft, fhall
ferve to deftroy thofe will yet hold his people in bondage, not-
withftanding the Lord will honour fuch as hee hath made ftrong
for himfelfe; And therefore hee caufeth the worthies in Davids
time to be recorded, and it is the duty of Gods people to in-
courage one another in the worke of the Lord, then let all whofe
hearts are upright for the Lord, ponder well his goings in his
Sanuary, that their hands may be ftrengthened in the work they
goe about, onely be ftrong and of a good courage.
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Of the firft Synod holden in New England, wheredy the Lord in fids
mercy did more plainly difcover his ancient trulhs, and con-
Jute thofe curfed errors that ovdinarvily doge the refor-
ming Churches of CHRIS 7.

THe Lord Chrift deeming it moft expedient for his people
to adde fome farther help to affit them in cutting downe
thofe curfed errors (that were the next dangerous difficulty they
were to meet with) fends in the Reverend and bright thining
light Mr. Davenport, and the cheerfull, grave, and gracious Sol-
dier of his, Mr. A /len, as alfo Mr. Zhompfon, Mr. Browne, Mr. Fif,
with divers other of the faithfull fervants of Chrift, the much
honoured Mr. Eaton and Mr. Hoplkins: and now the time being
come, the Synod fate at Camdbridge, where was prefent about zg.
Reverend and godly Minifters of Chrift, befides many other gra-
cioufly-eminent fervants of his. A Catalogue of the feverall Er-
rors {cattered about the Countrey was there produced, to the
number of 8o. and liberty given to any man to difpute 7o or coz,
and none to be charged to be of that opinion he difputed for, un-
leffe he fhould declare himfelfe fo to be. The Weapons thefe
Souldiers of Chrift warred with, was the Sword of the Spirit, e-
ven the Word of God, together with earneft prayer to the God
of all Truth, that he would open his truths unto them. The clea-
ring of the true fenfe and meaning of any place of Scripture, it
was done by Scripture, for they {o difcerned by the grace of God

that
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that was given them, that the whole Scripture muft be attended
unto. Foure forts of perfons I could with a good will have paid
their paflage out, and home againe to England, that they might
have been prefent at this Synod, fo that they would have repor-
ted the truth of all the paflages thereof to their own Colledges
at their return. The firft is the Prelates, who both in Theorie and
Practice might have made their owne Eyes Judges in the cafe,
Whether would prevaile moft, (to the fupprefling of Error, and
advancing of Unity in the true worfhip of God) either their
commanding power backt with the {ubordinate {word of Prin-
ces, or the Word of God cleered up by the faithfull labour and
indefatigable pains of the fincere fervants of the Lord Chrift, and
mightily declared through the demonftration of his blefled Spi-
rit. This well waxghed may (through the Lords blefling) ftop
the yet running fancie in the brains of many, that their Lordly
power is the onely means of fuppreflfing Error.

Secondly, the Godly and Reverend Prefbyterian Party, who,
had they made their eye-witneffes of this worke, they had affu-
redly faved themfelves much labour, which I dare prefume they
would have {pent worthily otherwayes, then in writing fo many
books to prove the Congregationall or Independant Churches
to be the fluce, through which fo many flouds of Error flow in:
nay, my deare and reverend brethren, might not fo much work
of yours in writing, and ours in anfwermo have been a meanes
to have ftopt the hewht of this overﬂowmcr floud 7 and through
the Lords affifting have fetled Peace and Truth in 2 great mea-
fure throughout the three Nations.

Thirdly, thofe who with their new ftratagems have brought in
fo much old error; for although they had a party here, yet verily
they durft not bring their New Light to the Old Word, for fear
it would prove but Old Darknefle, (as indeed they doe.) But
here might they have feene the Minifters of Chrift (who were {o
experienced in the Scripture, that fome of them could tell you the
place, both Chapter and Verfe, of moft featences of Scripture
could be named unto them) with Scriptures light, cleering up the
truths of Chrift clouded by any of thefe Errors and Hereﬁes, as
had not been done for many Ages before: and verily this great
work of Chrift muft not be lightly over-paft, the Author of this

Hiftory
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Hiftory paffeth not for the fhrewd cenfures of men: nor, can it
be any matter of difparagement to the reverend and highly ho-
noured in Chrift, remaining in ZEngland, that their fellow bre-
thren have done fo worthily here? it is well knowne to all our
Englith Nation, that the moft able-preaching Minifters of Chrift
were moft purfued by the lording Clergy, and thofe that have
fpent all their dayes, even from a child, in fearching the Scri-
ptures, the Lord Chrift preparing them by his bleffed fpirit for
this very work. Befides, their continued pradtice in ftudying
and preaching the wayes of truth; and laftly, their meeting with
the oppofition of fo many crafty, clofe couched errors, whofe
firft foundation was laid cheke by joule with the moft glorious,
heavenly, and blefled truths, to dazle the eyes of the beholders,
.and ftrike terrour into the hearts of thofe fhould lift up their
hands againft them, for feare they fhould miffe them, and hit
their ftroke upon the bleflfed truth; and alfo to bring up a flan-
derous and evil report on all the able Orthodox Minifters of
Chrift that withftand them, perfwading men they withftand the
holy, heavenly, and bleffed truth, which they have lodged there,
which this Synod did with firong & undenyable arguments fetch
from Scripture, to overthrow and pluck up by the roots, all thofe
Errors, which you have heard mentioned in the former Book,
the which they divided for the more full anfwering of them. A-
mong all thofe valiant Champions of the Truth whom you have
heard named, to fome {ix, fome five, fome foure, &c. it had affu-
redly been worth the work to have related the particular man-
ner of putting to the f{wwvord every one of them: but befides the
length of the difcourfe, there muft have been a more able Pen-
man: but however they were {o put to death, that they never
have ftood up in a living manner among us fince, but fometimes
like Wizards to peepe and mutter out of ground, fit for fuch
people to refort unto, as will goe from the living to the dead.
But bleffed be the l.ord Chrift, who girded his people with
ftrength againft this day of battaile, and caufed the Heavens to
cleere np againe in New-England, after thefe foggy dayes.

The fourth and laft fort of perfons, whofe prefence I could
moft of all the other three former have defired was, thofe whofe

difeafe lay as chiefly in defpifing all Phyfitians, and that upon this
T ground

Johnson 24 of 30

1637.



1637.

¥120 Wonder-working Providence CHAP. 7.

ground for one, becaufe fome for filthy lucre fake have nourifht
Difeafes rather than cured them. Many pamphlets have come
from our Countreymen of late, to this purpofe, namely, fcurril-
loufly to deride all kind of Scholarfhip, Presbytery, and Synods.
Experience hath taught Gods people here, that fuch are troubled
with fome finfull opinion of their owne, that they would not
have touched; but had they been at this Synod, they muft, ger
force, have learned better language, or their fpeech and their
knowledge would fall foule one of the other; here might they
have beheld the humility of the moft learned of thefe fervants of
Chrift, condemning the high conceitedneffe of their ignorance,
and then alfo the framing of Arguments in a Schollar-like way,
did (the Lord affifting) cleare up the truths of Chrift more to
the meaneft capacity in one hour, then could be clouded again in
feaven yeare by the new notion of any fuch as boaft fo much of
their unlettered knowledge, diverfity of languages, although
a corretting hand of God upon the whole world, when they
joyned together in that proud Edifice: yet now is it bleft of
God, to retaine the purity of the Scriptures; if any man fhould
goe about to corrupt them in one language, they fhould remain
pure in another; and affuredly, the Lord intending to have the

- wayes of the Gofpel of Chrift to be made more manifeft at this

time, then formerly, not by tradition of our forefathers, or by
mans reafon, but by the revealed will of God in the holy Scri-
pture, did accordingly prepare Inftruments for this work, earthen
veflels, men fubje& to like infirmities with our felves; forry
men, and carrying about with them a body of finne and death,
men fubjeét to erre: yet thefe did the Lord Chrift caufe to be
train’d up in Learning, and tutor’d at the Univerfities, and that
very young, fome of them, as the revererend Mr. Fofn Cotlen at
13. yeares of age. The mighty power of God fanctifyed and
ordained them for this work, and made them a defenced city,
an iron pillar, a wall of brafs againft all the oppofers of his truth;
and now coupled them together in this Synod, to draw in
Chrifts yoke, and warre with the weapons he had furnifhed them
withall, and caufe the bleffed truths of Chrift to fhine forth in
their fplendour and glory, farre more after the difperfing of this

{moak, which of a long time hath filled the Temple, and hinde-
- red
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red the entring in of thofe great number of Converts, which fhall
flow in at the fall of all antichriftian Errors; and verily as the
I.ord Chrift had called forth this little handfull to be a model
of his glorious work, intended throughout the whole world, fo
chiefly in this fuppreffing of Errours, Sefts, and Herefies, by
the bleffed word of his truth, caufing his fervants in this Synod,

mutually to agree; and by his gracious providence, break in

pieces a contrived plot of fome, who, by mif-reports, infinuating
jealoufies, and crafty carriage of matters to the wrong mark,
with a writing of thrice twenty ftrong, would have drawne away
one of the valiant Souldiers of Chrift from this worthy worke,
who both then, and fince, hath been very helpfull to caft downe
many a flrong fort ereted by the Seftaries; but the Lord
Chrift would not fuffer this blow to be given, intending all
people ( by way of reftitution ) for their flanderous reports, caft
upon his NMew England Churches ( as being the inlet to Errours)
fhall honour them with this viftorious conqueft, given them by
Chrift herein; yet willing they would, their brethren in England
might win the prize by out-ftripping them, more abundantly in
length, bredth and height, which the fame God is able to per-
forme, that hath been thus abundantly good to us.

About this time the Churches of Chrift began to be diligent
in their duty, and the civil government in looking after fuch
as were like to difturb the peace of this new erefted govern-
ment; fome perfons being fo hot headed for maintaining of
thefe finfull opinions, that they feared breach of peace, even
among the Members of the fuperiour Court, but the Lord blef-
fing them with agreement to prevent the wofull effefts of civill
broyles; thofe in place of government caufed certain perfons
to be difarmed in the feverall Townes, as in the Towne of
Boflor, to the number of 58. in the Towne of Salsm 6. in
the Towne of Newéery 3. in the Towne of Roxbury 5. in the
Towne of [p/witeh 2. and Charles Towne 2. others there were,
that through the help of the faithfull fervants of Chrift, came
to fee how they had beene mifled, and by the power of
Chrit in his Word, returned againe with an acknowledge-
ment of their finne; but others there were, who remained
obftinate, to the difturbing of the civill power, and were bani-

T 2 fhed,
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fhed, of whom you fhall heare farther hereafter. Some of the
Churches of Chrift being more indulgent, waited long ere they
fell upon the work: and here you muft tak notice, that the Sy-
nod Civil Government, and the Churches of Chrift, kept their
proper place, each moving in their own {phear, and alting by
their own light, or rather by the revelation of Jefus Chrift, wit-
nefled by his Word and Spirit, yet not refufing the help of each
other (as fome would willingly have it) fome of the Churches
profecuting the Rule of Chrift againft their hereticall Members,
were forced to proceed to excommunication of them, who
when they faw whereto it would come, they would have pre-
vented it with lying, but the Lord difcovered it; and {o they
were juftly feparated from the Churches of Chrift for lying:
which being done, they fell to their old trade againe.
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Cuap. XIL

Of the great Earthquake in New England, and of the wofull end

qf fome erronious perfons, with  the ﬁ?ﬂ Joundation of
Harverd Colledge.

His yeare, the firft day of the Fourth Month, about two of
the clock in the after-noone, the Lord caus’d a great and
terrible Earth-quake, which was generall throughout all the
Englith Plantations; the motion of the Earth was fuch, that it
caufed divers men (that had never knowne an Earth-quake be-
fore) being at worke in the Fields, to caft downe their working-
tooles, and run with gaftly terrified lookes, to the next com-
pany they could meet withall; it came from the Wefterne and
uninhabited parts of this Wildernefle, and went the dirett
courfe: this brood of Travellers came, the Minifters of Chrift
many of them could {ay at that very time (not from any other
Revelation, but what the word holds forth) that if the Churches
of New England were Gods houfe, then fuddenly there would

follow great alterations in the Kingdomes of Europe.
This yeare the civill government proceeded to cenfure the re-
fidue of thofe finfull erroneous perfons, who raifed much com-
V 3 mo-
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motion in this little Common-wealth; <who being banifhed,
reforted to a place more Southward, fome of them fitting down
at a place called Providence, others betooke them to an Ifland
about 16. miles diftant from the former, called Rode Ifland,
where having Elbow roome enough, none of the Minifters of
Chrift, nor any other to interrupt their falfe and deceivable Do-
&rines, they hamper’d themfelves fouly with their owne line,
and foone fhewed the depthleffe ditches that blinde guides
lead into; many among them being much to be pittyed, who
were drawne from the truth by the bewitching tongues of
fome of them being, very ignorant and eafily perverted: and al-
though the people were not many in all, yet were they very di-
verfe in their opinions, and glad where they could gaine moft
Difciples to heare them; fome were for every day to be a Sab-
bath, and therefore kept not any Sabbath-day at all; others were
fome for one thing, fome for another; and therefore had their
feverall meetings, making many a goodly piece of Preachment;
among whom there were fome of the female fexe (who deeming
the Apoftle Pax/ to be too ftri& in not permitting a roome
to preach in the publique Congregation) taught, notwithftan-
ding they having their call to this office, from an ardent defire
of being famous, efpecially the grand Miftrefle of them all, who
ordinarily prated every Sabbath day, till others, who thirfted af-
ter honour in the fame way with her felfe, drew away her Au-
ditors, and then fhe withdrew her felf, her husband, and her fa-
mily alfo, to a more remote place; and affuredly, although the ..
Lord be fecret in all the difpenfation of his providences, whether
in judgement or mercy, yet much may be learn’d from all, as
fometimes pointing with the finger to the leflon; as here thefe
perfons withdrawing from the Churches of Chrift (wherein he
walketh, and is to be found in his- bleffed Ordinances) to a firft
and fecond place, where they came to a very fad end; for thus it
came to pafle in the latter place, The Indians in thofe parts for-
warned them of making their abode there; yet this could be no
warning to them, but ftill they continued, being amongft a mul-
titude of Indians, boafted they were become all one Indian: and
indeed, this woman, who had the chiefe rule of all the roaft, be-
ing very bold in her firange Revelations and mif-applications,

tells

Johnson 29 of 30



CHap. 12.  Of Sions Saviour, in New England. x5

tells them, though all nations and people were cut off round a-
bout them, yet fhould not they; till on a day certaine Indians
coming to her houfe, difcourfing with them, they wifhed to tye
up her doggs, for they much bit the man, not miftrufting the
Indians guile, did fo; the which no fooner done, but they cruelly
murthered her, taking one of their daughters away with them,
& another of them feeking to efcape is caught, as the was getting
over a hedge, and they drew her back againe by the haire of the
head to the ftump of a tree, and there cut off her head with a
hatchet; the other that dwelt by them betook them to boat,
and fled, to tell the fad newes; the reft of their companions,
who were rather hardened in their {infull way, and blafphemous
opinions, than brought to any fight of their damnable Errours,
as you fhall after hear; yet was not this the firft loud f{peaking
hand of God againit them; but before this the Lord had poyn-
ted direltly to their finne by 2 very fearfull Monfter, that ano-
ther of thefe women brought forth they firiving to bury it in
oblivion, but the Lord brought it to light, fetting forth the view
of their monftrous Errors in this prodigious birth. This yeare,
although the eftates of thefe pilgrim people were much wafted,
yet feeing the benefit that would accrew to the Churches of
Chrift and Civil Government, by the Lords blefling, upon lear-
ning, they began to erett a Colledge, the Lord by his provident
hand giving his approbation to the work, in fending over a
faithfull and godly fervant of his, the reverend Mr Fokn Harverd,
who joyning with the people of Chrift at Charles Towne, {ud-
dainly after departed this life, and gave near a thoufand pound
toward this work; wherefore the Government thought it meet
to call it Aarverd Colledge in remembrance of him.

P Harverd fad witi riches lerve been taken,
He need not then through troublous Seas have paft,
But Chrifls bright glory hatl thine eyes fo waken,
Nought can content, thy foule of lim muft taf? :
Ok taft and tell how fweet his Saznts among,
Chriff ravifht hatl thy heart wilh Leavenly joyes
To preach and pray with teares affeltion firong,
Iyom hearts delight in him who thee imployes.
Scarce haft thou had Chrifis Churches here 1 eve,
But thou art call'd to eye kim face to face
Larths feant contents death drawes thee from, jfor why?
Full joy thou wonldf? that's onely in heavens place.
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that was given them, that the whole Scripture muft be attended
unto. Foure forts of perfons I could with a good will have paid
their paflage out, and home againe to England, that they might
have been prefent at this Synod, fo that they would have repor-
ted the truth of all the paflages thereof to their own Colledges
at their return. The firft is the Prelates, who both in Theorie and
Practice might have made their owne Eyes Judges in the cafe,
Whether would prevaile moft, (to the fupprefling of Error, and
advancing of Unity in the true worfhip of God) either their
commanding power backt with the {ubordinate {word of Prin-
ces, or the Word of God cleered up by the faithfull labour and
indefatigable pains of the fincere fervants of the Lord Chrift, and
mightily declared through the demonftration of his blefled Spi-
rit. This well waxghed may (through the Lords blefling) ftop
the yet running fancie in the brains of many, that their Lordly
power is the onely means of fuppreflfing Error.

Secondly, the Godly and Reverend Prefbyterian Party, who,
had they made their eye-witneffes of this worke, they had affu-
redly faved themfelves much labour, which I dare prefume they
would have {pent worthily otherwayes, then in writing fo many
books to prove the Congregationall or Independant Churches
to be the fluce, through which fo many flouds of Error flow in:
nay, my deare and reverend brethren, might not fo much work
of yours in writing, and ours in anfwermo have been a meanes
to have ftopt the hewht of this overﬂowmcr floud 7 and through
the Lords affifting have fetled Peace and Truth in 2 great mea-
fure throughout the three Nations.

Thirdly, thofe who with their new ftratagems have brought in
fo much old error; for although they had a party here, yet verily
they durft not bring their New Light to the Old Word, for fear
it would prove but Old Darknefle, (as indeed they doe.) But
here might they have feene the Minifters of Chrift (who were {o
experienced in the Scripture, that fome of them could tell you the
place, both Chapter and Verfe, of moft featences of Scripture
could be named unto them) with Scriptures light, cleering up the
truths of Chrift clouded by any of thefe Errors and Hereﬁes, as
had not been done for many Ages before: and verily this great
work of Chrift muft not be lightly over-paft, the Author of this

Hiftory
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