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PREFACE

Learning about the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches is not easy. No
comprehensive history has been written. Only a few of the founders remain active. No seminary offers a
course tailored to it. Months or vears of participation, informal contacts, and overhearing the scuttlebutt
are usually required. The "Congregational History and Polity" course is designed to accelerate the
learning curve by immersing the student in modem Congregationalism's traditions and practices, as well
as in the more comprehensive Congregational story.

We see this as essential for seminarians seeking a firm foundation in the community they are
preparing to serve. Equally important is educating the many ministers who come to Congregationalism
from other traditions. Church members seeking a better understanding of their faith may also appreciate a
package that brings widely scattered materials together.

The first volume, for instance, of Readings in the History and Polity of the National Association
of Congregational Christian Churches collects Congregational reflections of the nature of the church(es)
as recorded in the Congregationalist magazine. The articles collected are neither comprehensive nor
definitive; we are not even certain to what extent they are representative. What can, however, be said is
that the authors are men and women active in the Association whose views the magazine's editors deemed
worthy of distribution.

At the very least the readings collected inform the reader of the parameters of discussion within
the NACCC. They will additionally provide an introduction to leaders of the Congregational way and
hopefully some insight into this movement's peculiar contribution to the Body of Christ.

This project is in its early stages. We would appreciate your suggestions and notice of our errors

and omissions.

Rev. Dr. Arlin T. Larson, editor
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INTRODUCTION

Though of paramount importance to the sixteenth century founders of Congregationalism,
and to the twentieth century founders of the National Association of Congregational Christian
Churches, polity concerns have never constituted the sole focus of Congregationalism.
Congregationalists have been deeply involved in the full range of American intellectual, cultural,
social, and political life. The Supplementary Readings will engage you in this wider scope of
concerns. Most are excerpted from longer works, hoping to give the flavor of the authors’ style
and letting them define the issues in their own terms. Perhaps you will want to follow up with the
complete version of some. The Congregational Library in Boston is available to help you find
documents that are no longer in print.

These authors expressed concerns and views in ways considered exemplary or definitive
by their contemporaries. It behooves us to pay attention. To understand earlier sections of the
path we are now on. To gain insight into contemporary situations. Perhaps even to be wakened to
issues and modes of understanding to which our ancestors were better attuned than we. Are
certain actual events the will and action of God & others not? When, for example, Edward
Johnson marvels at the “Wonder-working Providence of Zion’s Savior,” which he sees at work
in the Puritan migration, it makes our contemporary sense of God’s working seems vague &
indefinite. As mainline Protestantism is challenged by Pentecostalism and evangelicalism, the
early Congregationalists’ focus on conversion and church membership again becomes relevant.
Urbanism, multiculturalism, immigration? We have still not resolved the issues attended to by
Josiah Strong and Washington Gladden.

Some works may feel vaguely alien, even objectionable, from a twentieth century
perspective. It could be literary style. The use of “f” for “s” and “v” for “u” (and vice versa), the
“thee’s” and “thou’s” of the seventeenth and eighteen centuries. Or it may be more substantive.
Jonathon Edward’s “angry God.” William Ellery Channing’s debunking of traditional doctrines.
Josiah Strong’s celebration of (and challenge to) the “Anglo-Saxon” race. The point, however, is
not so much to judge as to understand the depth and scope of Congregational faith, and to
appreciate its enormous creativity. Hopefully to let our minds be expanded by our forebearers
and join the dialogue with them in contemporary circumstances.

3/99
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ESSAYS TO DO GOOD.
Much occasion for doing good.

Sucu glormus things are spoken in the oracles
of God coucerning them who devise good, that
A.BOOK . OF GUOD DEVICES NMay reasonably de-
mand attention.and acceptance (rom those who
have :‘ggly,;jmp_‘ressims.:'of the most reasonuble
t‘e'_]igigri,-‘;;uppn.:f them: ., I:am devising such a
npox};'.'tbu_t'at';tlle same time olfering a sorrow-
ful demonstration, that il men would set them-

selves to devise good, a world ol good might be
ddone more.than.is now doue, in this *“ present
‘evil.ivorld.? Much is requisite to be done that
.ihe grqat Gon and his CurisT may be more

T vlg,

......

'_erjr_prg wh:ch prevent men {rom gloniymg them
Creatorémd Redeemer may le re(,tiﬁed Much

----

;iheavur}d by which men are drowned in per-
fdmog,.may be reformed; and mankind rescy-
égd;ﬁ‘omsthe epidemical corruption which has

Gy

yhelmed it. .. Much must be done that the

Tw-",-.t

mi.-f‘ﬂi' eg of-the world may have suitable reme-

dics provided for them; and that the wretcheg
g
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may be relieved and comforted. 1'he world
contains, it is supposed, about a thousand mil-
lions of inhabilants. \Vhat an ample field do
these affurd, for doing good! In a word, the
kingdom of God in the world calls for innume-

‘rable services from us. Todo such thingsis {o

do good. Those men devise good, who lorm
plans which have such’a tentency, whether
the ohjecls be of a temporal or spiritual nalure.
You see the general matter, appearing as yet
but a chaos, which is to be wrought vpon.  O!
that the good Spirit of Giod may now fall upon
s, and carry on the glorious worle which lies
before us! ‘
The exccllence of ¥ ell-doing.

‘Tr may be presumed that my readers will
readily admit, that it is an excellent thing to be
full of devices to bring about such noble designs.
For any man to deride or despise my proposal,
« Phat we resolve and study to do as much
good in the world as we can,” would be the
mark of so bluck a character, that 1 am almost
unwilling to suppose ils existence. Let noman

pretend Lo the name of a Christian, who does .

not approve the proposal of a-perpetual endea-
vour to do good in the world. What pretension
can such a man bave to be a follower of the

ES3AYS TO DO GOOD. 2

Good ‘One.? The primitive christians gladly
‘ucccpted and improved the name, when the Pa-
-Zans, hy a mistake; styled them Chrestians ; be-
“cause-it:signified, useful ones. 'I'he-clristians,
Whohave:no ambition to be such, shall be con-
__dem_ned by the Pagans; among whom it was a
title:of-the highest honour to bey termed, “ a
Beneluclor:” * To have done good, was ac-
counled -honourable.  "I'he philosopher being =
nsked :Why every one desired (o gaze on a fair
obJect, answered, that it was the question of a
blind man. » 1l any. man ask, why it is so ne-
cestary to do good ? . I must say, it sounds not
like!the ‘question of a good man. The * spiri-
mal taste” of every good man will give him an
unspeaka.ble relish for it.- Yea, unworthy to
li&deemed a.man, is he, who is not for deing
goodrnmong men..; An enemy to tlie proposal,
#,lhat ‘mankind .may be the better for us,” de- -

na'.lex:vea {o.be reckoned little better than a com- o

.’mon .enemy- of .mankind. How cogently do I
ﬁapehk a good reception of what is now design-
’c*ﬂu.lzproduue not~only religion, but even hu-
mﬂ‘nly siteelf,as .full of a * fiery indignation
mg:_::ﬂh:: adversaries” of the.design. Excuse
ﬁifhﬁu;a 41 sdeclare, that il I ‘could have my
ﬂiﬂi'éé“’ fWOUId never eat, or drink, or wall,
"’tiﬂh‘such A 'one;. as long as.l.live; or look on
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him as any olher than one by whom lumanity
itselfl is debased and biemished. A very wick-
cd writer has yet found bimsell compelled, by

e [orce of reason, to publizh this conlession:

« To love the public; to study the universal
good; and to promote the interest ol (ne whole
world, as far as it is in our power, is surely {he
highest goodness, and constitutes that temper,
which we call divine.” And he proceeds—* I3
doing good for the sake of glory so divine ”’—
(alas! too much human ) © or, is it not more
divine to do good, even where it may be thought
inglorious s even {6 the ungrateful, and to those
who are wholly insensible of the good they re-
ceive A man must be far gone in wicked-
ness, who. will open his mouth against such
niasims and actions! A better pen hasremarlk-
edil; yea, the man must be much a siranger
1o history, who has not made the remark: “To
sneak truth, and to do gootdl, were, in the esteem
even of the heulhen world, most Gud-like quali-
tiee.” G@Gop forhid, that there should be any
abatement of cstecm for those qualities in the
Christian world !
r—

The Reward of Well-doing.

1 wirw not yet propose the Reward of well-

-doing and the glorions things which the mercy

‘TRRAYS TO DO GOOD. 29,

and teuth of God will perform for those who de-
vise' good ;" because -1 would have to do with
euch as esteem it a'sufficient reward to ifself. I
will suppose 'my readers to be possessed of that
ibg‘énﬁﬁus temper, which will induce them to
account themsclves well rev.'uded in the thing

~ifsell;'if Gop will permit them t6 do good in the

world.: *1t'is an invaluable honour fo do good ;
it'is-an incomparable pleasure. ‘A man must
Touk: upon lnmself as dignified and gratified by
Gon whenan’ opuorlnmty to do good is put
into“h_is liands: *' He must embrace it wilh rap-
{ore; as” enablmfr him to answer the great end
of:his‘being.* He ‘must manage it with raptur-

ons®delight, as” 2 ‘most suilable business, as a

most"pmclous privilege.” He must * sing in
lﬁ‘ose‘*ways “of" the' Lord,” wherein he cannot
but'find’ hlmae!f whlle heis doing good. As (he
saln{ ol' old Bweet!y sang, “ 1 was glad when
ﬂi "’sald unlo me, let us go into the house of
lhe“LORD'” 80 oucrht we to be glad when any
Opportnmty of dom ‘good is presented to us.
Wlé*s'ﬁoufd need no arguments lo incline us to
eateriala the_oﬁ'er but should naturally fiy into
mﬁlg 8" mosta eable to that « di

; atler, greeable to that ivine
1.'_ ] ?oﬁwhxch we are made partakers. Tt
hi'y us wonderl‘ully, as much asif an

ool v were presented tous ! e should
n- 0
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rejoice as having obtained the utmost of our
wishes. Some servants of Gop have heen so
inlent on this ohject, that they have cheerfully
proposed to make any recompense that could
be desired, to a friend who would supply the
barrenness of their own thoughts, and suggest
any special methods by whici they might be
useful. Certainly, to do good, is a thing that
hrings ils own recompensc, in the opinion of
those who deem informalion ou this head wor-
thy of a recompense. I will only say, that if
any of my readers are strangers to such a dis-
position as (his, and do not consider themselves
enriched and favoured of Gop when he employs
them in doing good—vilh such perscus 1 have
done, and would beg them to Jay the book aside;
it will be irksoine to carry on any further con-

versation with them; il is a subject on which’

{lie house of Caleb will not be couversed ywilh.
1 will be content with one of Dr. Stoughton’s
introductions; ¢ Tt is -enough for me that I
speak lo mise men, whose reason shall be my
rhetoric; lo Cla zsz.zans, whose conscience shall
be my eloquence.” |

Though the asserlion may fly like a chaio-
shot amongst us, and rake down all before it, I
will again and again assert, that every one of
us might do more good than he does : and there-

~ ~¥88AYS.TO: DO GOOD. 3i

fore this.is the. first proposal T would make—To
be excéedingly-humbled that we have done so
little good in.the world.:1:am not uncharitable
in+saying;. that:I--know .not one assembly of
‘Christians. on earth, whlch ought not to be a
Bochim;:on this consideration. 0! tell me in
tvhat.Utopia Ishall ind it. Sirs! Iet us begin

‘to.be fruitful, by lamenting our past’ unlruitful-

ness. :..Verily, .sins:of. omission must be con-
fessed.:and Jamented; or else we add to their
??P.(_lgbﬂ:.i;;{ﬂhe_.:'i'_rpost useful men in the world
have gone out'of it, crying, “ Lord, forgive our

‘sins:of-omission I Many a good man, who has

been peculiarly conscienlious about the profit-
able'employment of his time, bas had his death-
he(_l«renderetl uneasy by this refiection,  the
losii of.fime now lies heavy upon me!” Certain
!it,igrthat all unregenerate persons are unprofit-
}&é—le persons ;-and they are properly compared
ig;‘ig“!}lql:ns an(l briers,” to teach us what they
;q _MA‘;E unrenewed sinver ! alas, he never per-
formed. one.good work inall hislife ! 1n all his
?{fﬂ“dld 1. say? [ recal that word. He is “ dead
'ﬂhﬂa he Ilvelh”—-he i3 ¢ dead in sin;” lhe has

m&gel begun to:‘Llive unto Gon;” and as he

.,_.:xfr .
I dead,: 0 are all his.works ;. they are

b 4

'i}'g?ugkx.,u. 0. .wretched, useless being!
er.&wonder, at the patience ol Heaven,
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which yet forbears to cut down such “ a cum-
berer of the ground ” O that such persons may
immediately acknowledge the necessity of turn-
ing to Gop; and how unable they are to do it;
and how unworthy they are that Gop should
make themable! Othatthey may cry to Gop flor

his sovereign grace to quicken them; and let

them plead the sacrifice of Cirist for their re-
conciliation to Gop; seriously resolve on alile
of obedience to Gop, and resign themselves up
to the Holy Spirit, that he may lead them in
the paths of holiness! No good will be done,
till this be done. The first-born ol all devices
to do good, is in being born again.

But as f{or you, who have been brought home
to Gop; you have great cause not only to |a-
ment the dark days of your unregeneracy, in
which you produced only * the unfruitful works
of darkness;” but also that you have done so
little, since Gop has quickened you, and en-
abled you to do better. How little have you
lived up to those strains of gratitude which
might jostly have been expected from you,
since Gop brought you into his ““ marvellous
licht!” T'he best of us may mourn in his com-
plaints, and say, ¢ O Lord, how little good have
1 done, compared with what I mighthave done!”
Let the sense ol this cause ‘us to loathe and

E85AYS TO DO GOOD. 33

jmlg_e";qursé}vés'-'before the Lorp ; let it Bll us
ﬁrilh'sh":;‘ﬁé,and'hbqse us wonderfully. Lel us
likes D:md <4 water our couch with tears,”

when wes conmder how little good we have
ﬂoue&“‘ Q that our bieads were waters,” becausc
they: fiave -been 80 dry of all thoughts to do
E&){L ¢« 0:that our eyes were a fountain of
{ears, .‘becauae they have looked but so little
for ‘0ceasionsto do good. For the pardon ol
this evil-domg, let-us iy to the great sacrifice,
m&*’pléafd the? blood of that « Lame 6F Gob,”
whose univeraal uscfu!nzss is one of those ad-

!mrahlo propertles -on account of which he ig
sfyled “a LAMB.” The parcdonof our barrenness
(5 good‘works being thus obtained, we shall be
Pr‘e;cued from condemnahon to perpetual barren-
nm:rthe dreadfu! sentence, “ let no (ruit grow
‘on?:thea’for ever,”will thus be prevented A
fma,uevanvehcal procedure to do good, must
have»{bis repentance laid in the foundation of
IE:5We tlo wot « habdle Ihe malter wisely,” if
f‘-}fo{mdatwn be not laid thus low, and in the
a'&geifselr-abasement

ﬁﬂowﬁull of devices are we (or our own secu-
Iﬁﬁ?antﬂvel ‘and how expert in devising

%ln ?_-'_'ffﬂesthmvs to be done for ourselves! We

] ‘-‘.{ thoughtz with mighty assnduxty to the

pation; < what shall we eat and drink, and
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wherewilhal shall we be clothed 7 Wilh strong _

application ol inind we inquire, what shall we
do for curselves, in our marriages, in our voy-
ages, in our bargains? We anxiously contrive
to accomplish our plans and avoid numerous
inconveniences, to which, without some cou-

trivance, we should be obnoxious. We carry
on the business of our perscnal callings, with .

numberless thoughts how to perform them well ;
and to effect our temporal affairs we ‘¢ find out
wiltty inventions.” But, O rational, immortal,

heaven-born soul, are thy wondrous faculties

capable of no grealer improvements, no better
employments ? Why should a soul of such high
capacities, a soul that may be clothed in the
“« scarlet” of angels, yet * embrace a dunghilt t”
O let a blush, deeper than scarlet, be thy cloth-

ing, for being found so meanly occupied. Alas!

in the multitude of thy thoughts within thee,
hiast thou no disposition to raise thy soul to same
such thoughts as {hese—what may be done for
Gop, for CurisT, for my own soul, and for the
most important interests of mankind? How
many hundreds of thoughts have we for our-

selves, to one for Gob, his causc, and his peo--

plein the world! How then can we prelend
that we love him, or prove that a carnal, a cri-

minal sell-love, has not the dominion over usi

r.ssms:‘*r 0-DO GOOD. 25

11 ___galnicome' nfasoul; of -heavenly extract,
: it'ait‘"’ as’thwange! smole the sleeping
__,"_:i'igﬁ.irx_fﬁmlg‘:cry;a “ awake! shake  off (hy
Insi2Tidhotlonger fetlered in a base con-
fiﬁnen;ent}_!«%:\sse‘rt the liberty of.thinking on
__‘”%‘p{!\ﬂéﬂtque&lmn in-the world, ** what good
;*"dO imsthe world 77 There was a time
¥rhen & t‘*wns lamented by no less a man than
;G“mgﬂryth&great the:Bishop of Romey* 1 am

e res

‘!unli‘inloithe;ﬁ'orld ’3-‘¢~Thls may be lhe com-

DI!ects“-“xthﬂtT noblest” quesflon, ‘Ab!
T 'fﬂileﬂ"from*henven, -and cholted ia dust,

r?."ﬁ -

:md. mar up to somelhing &nswemhlc to thv

Wilke’u;'remrrechon from the dedd and pur-
m é""g'i'imd‘ ifiquiry,** how ‘may 1 become

ol El‘dﬂhe*-world Pand, “what may I do
: _ﬁghfeomuem may: dwell on the earth ?”

St ety
3 "74 -'aw~ N
-‘n—-

it ';l?",_-' ».hsnder ab:hhes, becormn@ e s
fﬂd?bf‘the ‘devil;: may effect incredible
ekt :;'éti'leaworld “We have seen some

oh _Jﬁslmments, of “cursed memory, ply

biloiroldoing mischief ata strange rate,
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till they have ruined a whole country. Itisa
melancholy cousideration, and 1 may say, an
astonishing one: you will hardly find one in a

thousand who does half so much to serve Gob.

and his own soul, as you may see done by thou-
sands to serve the devil. A horrible thing !

“ O my soul, thy Maker and thy Saviour, so
worthy ol thy love; a Lorp, whose. infinile
coodness will follow all thou doest {or him,
with remunerations, beyond all conception glo-

rious; how little, bow little is it that thou doest

for him! at the same time, look into thy neigh-
hourhood ; see there, a monster of wiclcedness,

who, to his ultermost, will serve a master that.

will prove a destroyer to him, and whose wages

wiil be death: he sludies how to serve the de-

vily he is never wecary ol his drudgery; he
vacks his inveation to go through with it. Ah'!

he shames me; he shames me wonderfullyt:
“ O my Gon, I am ashamed, and blush {o lilt

up my face unlo thee.”

We read of 2 man “ who devisell mischiel
upon his bed; who selteth himsell in a way.
that is not good.” Now, why should not we.
be as aclive, as frequent, as forward,.in devis-.

ing good 7 W hy should not we be as wise to do

good, as he is to do evil? I am sare that we.
have a better cause, and belter reasons {or ity

E88ATS TO DO GOOD, 37

-‘!lﬁﬁ"d'ei',’{:'H:ough;'#perhaps,'1h0u art one who
.makest. but a:little figure in the world, “ a bro-
ket 'ol:low. degree, .yet, behold a vast encou-
,.ragementl a htlle man may do a great deal ol
"harm,rand pray; why may not a little man do
agteat ‘denl ol"good ? It is possible that « the
oelsdoni‘of .a poor’ man”. may start a proposal
whichmay  saved city,” serve a nation! A
:lngle ‘hair, applied to a fiyer that has other
whee!n dependmg on-it, may pull up an ovak,
O:tpu]l dOWn ahouge.

"-‘&Ifgh very observable, that when our Lorp
Ih:sus ‘OarisT: would recommend zeal for the
kingdom of heaven; he'did not propose for our
imitation -the 'example of honest wisdom: no,
but. that of*an-unrighteous and scandalous dis-
honaty, that of the unjust steward. The wis-
thmol'rnur Lorp herein is much to be observ-
ols Hls design®is mot only to represent the
ﬁ‘ﬁaanco, but;the industry, the ingenuily, the
mluhon, the heroic cfforts of the sout], neces-
nryin ‘those-who -would seek and serve the
kbtgdom of Gop. - We sellom, il ever, per-
Eﬂm'mon« men that vivacity of spirit in law-
Mlﬂlons iwhich we observe in unlawflul ones.

[ade 3 --vi‘-r-. ok

E!.‘Phe"p:ays of honesty are plain, and require not
%’ﬁt: Fpainssin pursuing them; but your

uﬂﬂcmaml'cheata [ollow courses that are full
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of difficulties; the turns and tricks which they
require are innumerable : hence you find among
such people the exercise of extraordinary sub-
tilty : you find no such cunning and application
any where else. How emphatical then is it,

to borrow from these the colours of heavenly

wisdom! What I aim at is' this, let us try to
do good with as much application of mind, as
wicked men employ in doing evil. ¢ When
wickedness proceeds from the wicked,” itis
done ¢ with both hands, and greedily.” Why
then may not we proceed in ounr uselul engage-
ments ¢ with both hands,” and ¢ greedily”
watching for opportunities? We have no oc-
casion for any sinister arts in elfecting our de-
signs; Gop forbid that we should ever attempt
the union of such inconsistencies. But why
cannot we prosecule our designs with as much
deep and copious thought, as the men of evil
arts? And why may we not engage our minds
with as transporting a vigour to (o what is ac-
ceptable 1o Gop and profitable to men, as those
wretches manifest, when they ¢ weary them-
selves to commit iniquity ? To reprove cer-
tain ecclesiastical drones, who had littlé incli-
nation to do good, Father Latimer used a coarse
expression to this effect: ¢ If you will not learn
ol good men, for shame, learn of the devil; he

ESSAYE .TO DO.GoON. 390

is never, idie.” ssIndeed, the indefatizable pro-
secullon D[ lhe:r deswns, who are styled ¢ the
chlldren of the dewl :may. put us to the blush.,
Our, obhfratmr:s to do good are infinite :. they do
ev:l ngumsL all oblxg1t1ons ‘The compensa-
Uon whlch mll be made.to them who do good
i_tl(encoumgmg beyond .calculation : they who
do, aﬂ! will get nothmg to boast of ; but*; evil
pum}eth the smnera " If the devil « go about A
an the\ people msp:red by him * go about,”
meking Whnt harm they may do; why may not

g ettt Do Rel
Wo /g0 about, and. think, and seek where and

s A

how we. may do’ good ? Venly, it were worthy
'gf#‘nq good angel 80 {o do! .0 thou child of Gop,
and’ lover of all righteousness, how canst thou
ﬁggﬂthy heart, at any .time, to. cease from
dmﬂ’g all !he good that can be done, in * the

] ‘j'-'ways o[ the Lorp?”  Methinks that
ﬂ'ord 'ol' lhe Loan ;may be & burden to us, and
ifn;e,_ agg‘ar. sense “of honour in us, will be so.

A The .cl 1Idren of lhla world are in, (and for)

'ﬁhgitggvﬁefnlIOIl, wiser than the children of

.ﬁl&ht,ﬁ,yea, they pursue “. the works of dark-
% more,v:gourously than any ol us * walk

o3 ngh .with which our great Saviour
. "ﬁﬁ'ﬂred us,
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T'he true nature of goed works.

To {be title of good works belong those Es
says {o do Good, which we are now urging,
1'o produce them, the first thing, and indced
ihe one thing needful, is—a glorious work of

erace on the soul, renewing and qnickening it, "

purifying the sinner, and rendering him * zeal-
ous of good works ;” “ a workmanship of Gobp”
upon us, “ creating us anew, by Jesus CarisrT,

for good works :” and then, there is needful,.
what will necessarily follow such a work—a.

disposition to perform good works, on true,
genuine, generous, and evangelical principles.

These principles must be stated belore we pro-.

ceed.

In the first place, it must be taken for grant-
ed, that the end for which we perform good
works is not to provide the matter of our justi

fication before Gop: indeed, no good works
can be done till we are justified ; before a man

is united to Carist, who is our life, he is a

dead man, and what good works can be expect-,

ed from him? “ Severed from me,” saith our
Lord, ¢ ye can do nothing.” The justificalion
of a sinner hy faith, before good works, and in
order to them, is one of those doctrines which

may say {o the Popish innovations,  with us.
are the grey-headed, and very aged men much
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clder than~thy father.” : It was an-‘old maxim
of‘the faithful,*good works follow justification;
they do’ not précede’it*.” It is the righteous-
nese ol tbs’good :works done by our Saviour
and’ sui‘ety “not ‘ourrown, that justifies us before
Gon;‘ﬁhd aniwers the demands of his holy law
Iffth us.‘r'By faithwe lay hold on those good
works*forTour’ "justifying - rzghteousness, before
W dreTable:to’ perl‘orm our own. It is'not our
m*ki&eli“’ellher ‘g producmcr good works, or
ﬁelng*ihelf’one of4themiwhich entitles us to
tﬁr‘hm{lfymgn"hteousness of our SBaviour: hut
W!l'fnlth only+as renouncing our own right-
emess, “and’ relymg on‘that.of - CurisT, pro-
ﬁded for the chief of sinners; by which we are
Jﬁ‘;ﬁﬁed ‘""A]l our attempts at good works will
‘come't tcrnolhmg‘,f till’a justifying faith in the
mour*shall carryfus forth-unto them. T'his
Wthe divlmty of thé ancients. " Jerom has
well e‘.lpreased it 3 «iwithout CHRI::T all virtee
wbnt 71081' h,. ‘_'. ,.l"“':‘,tt‘_.‘",“ . N [t . .
%Navertheless, first, you are to iook upon it as

orloha truth ol' the vospcl that the moral

ﬁ*ﬁhﬂhﬁbmu virtus eit in villo,
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«“ Do we make void the law through faifk?
Gop forbid: yea, we establish the law.” The
rule by which we are to glorily Gop, is given
us in that law of good works which we ¢enjoy
(Lwill so express it;) in the ten commandments.
1L is impossible for us to be released from all

obligations {o glorify Gov, hy a conformity to

thiz rule : sooner shall we ceast to e creatures;
'The conformily to that tule, in the righteous-
ness, which our Saviour by his obedience to it
has brought in to justily us, has for ever ¢ mag
nifiedthe law and madeit hononrabie.” Thongh
our Saviour has furpished us with a perlect
and spotless righileousness, when his obedicnce
to the law is placed to our account; yet itis
sinful in us {o [all short in our perzonal obedii
ence lo {he law. -VWe must always judze and
loathe ourselves for the sin.  We arc not un?
der the law as a covenant ¢f woiks: our own
exacluess in performing good 1voriks, is not now;
the coudilion of eutering into life; (wo be lo
us if it were,) Lut etill the covenant of g ff'raw
lolds us to it as our'duty ; and il we are in (he¢
covenant of grace, we shall make it our studf
-{o perform those good works which were orxc'é
ihe condilion of entering info lifc. « Every
Jaw of religion still remains®.” That was fhe

# Manet lex tola pictatie,
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l]lnnlty-xof-!]!erlullmns days ! Such must be
Jha“eateem Joe-the. law of . good works for ever
;ntainﬂljm Jﬂshﬁed)persona, a ‘law never to
M bmgafed or-abolished. .

.;;A!gd thien;isecondly; though we are justified
“br,&}precmun faith in the righteousness of Gop
’&ﬁSn‘xéur, “yet'good-works are_required of
J‘tq-lojnsﬁfy our-faith’;: to'lemonstrate that it iz
T‘e'éd!”pretxOUB\fallh" ' A justifying faith is
Wﬁ%ﬂﬁl}khmh“may‘*he cuuntcrfexted ‘but tie
i fﬂ‘allh“ﬁh!ch i not S counteri‘elt are:

Im by lhe rn«encratmc power of th»
E__‘ii:'*"g irﬂ;‘kthat faith is-wrought in the hLearts
zl'ﬁiha.,chosen“people ~now .{he same grace
Ah&éﬁ;in\ngeﬂemtxon disposes'a person to (y
__" Qf:fd'i‘ he‘*r)ghteousncss of Crrist, will
'-”wﬁfm 130 tothe’ good works of a Chris-
ﬂﬁﬁ‘lﬁ?ﬁ,ﬁﬂ thgisame-faith* which applies to
ﬁﬁi&ﬁaﬂouﬁl’b%’n intérest in his rightecusness,
1;3‘51‘55"’ *fy-.mhm ‘for strength to perform

XA L Mg

> w_orks Whlch ‘are ‘i or(lamcd that we

) vh ‘HI them.”" If our fa:th be not ol
Wt Q‘mié.‘hfc!ess faith, and such as will

A workless faith is a worlli-

R, 7 By

J !
R

3 &hﬂuw pe

.mpose thyself gtanding beflore lhe
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jndgment seat of CurisT! a necessary, & pru-

dent supposition ; it ought to be a very frequent

one. The Judge demands, ¢ what hast thou .

to plead for a portion in the blessedness of the
righteous ¥ The plea must be, “ O my glori-
ous judge, thou hast been my sacrifice. O thou

Judge of all the earth, permit dust and ashes to

say, my righleousness is on the bench. Surely,
in the Lorp have I righteousness. O my Sa-
viour, 1 have received it, I have secured it on
thy own gracious offer of it.” The Judge pro-
ceeds; ¢ but what hast thou to plead that thy

faith should not be rejected as the faith of the.

hypocrite 77 Here the plea must be, *“ O Lorp,
my faith was thy worl. It was a faith which

disposed mc (o all the good works of thy holy
religion. It sanctified me. It brought me fo
thee, my Saviour, for grace to perforin the

works of righteousness; it embraced thee for
my Lorp as well as Saviour; it caused me,

with sincerity, to love and keep thy command-
ments, and with assiduily 1o serve the interesls

of thy kingdom in the world.”

Thus you have Paul and James reconciled.
Thus you have good works provided for. The
aphorism of the physicians, is, ¢ By a man's

outward acts of vigour, you judge of his mter-

nal health*.” The actions of men are more:
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certain:indications .of whatis within than all
theinsayings.

But.there is yet. anolhér. consideration upon
whish:you nrust be zealously affected to good
MorbwﬁYonsmust consider them as a part of -
mgﬂd -selvation. which is purchased for you

5 Jésus<Christ.5* Withoot & holy heart you
cannotlbe fit.for a holy heaven, “ megt for the
i'nhcdtnnce of: the:saints..in that light,” which
l_&qxih"no‘worhx of .darkness, where none but
koo ‘wmjmm ‘dorie::for -eternal ages: but a
; -_th11! dnduce o man to do.good with
‘his ’;:hurt. :The motlo on the gates of the
:?:cltyls, 4 None -but the lovers of good
;___'_F‘;:" 1o enter, Here';” it js implied in what we
tead;: “’mlfxonb holiness.no man shall see the
Eonn ..gea, to be saved without good works,
Wﬁo.ba aared without salvation. Much of

&k --rl‘l;ﬂ.ﬂ"ﬂ-b -7

mnﬂonl‘conalsts in doing good works.

3 e

xve 43 begun. upon:earth when we are so
angtged and doubtless no man will get to hea-
!ug'who in not s0: persuaded..

#?lil menhon but coe more of those princi-
o Tre ‘;w‘hlch good works proceed : it is that
,’gg‘e:‘qf G!LATITUDE. The believer can-

'_ bnt’{inqume, e What shall I render to my
,.-—the result of the inquiry will be,
004! Works to glorily him.” We read,
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that < faith worketh by love.” Our faith will
discover the matchless and marvellous love of
God in saving us! and the faith of, this love

will work on our hearts, till it hath raised in us

anunquenchable flame of love to him who hath

so loved and saved us.’ These, these are {o

be our disposilions: “ O my Saviour! hast
thou done so much for me! now will I do all
1 can for thy kingdom and people in the world,
Oh! what service is there that I may now per-
form for my Saviour and his people in the
world ?”

These are the principles to be proceeded on:
and it is worthy of special observation, {bat;
there are no men in the world who so much
abound in good works, as those who, above all
others, have abandoned every pretension to the.
merit of their works. There are Protestants
who have exceeded Papists in-our days, as well:
as in those of Dr. Willet. . No merit-mongers:
have exceeded some holy Christians, who have
performed good works on.the assurance of ‘be-
ing already justified, and entitled to eternal
life. : |

I observe that our apostle, throwing a just
contempt on the endless genealogies, and long
intricate pedigrees, which (he Jews of his time
dwelt so much upon, proposes in their stead,
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S‘chari{}t out’of: Axpure -heart; "aud a good con-
lhlenuf,ﬁnndwl’élihmnfelgned ™+ as il ‘he had
Illd:‘«&‘}l\vl" -give: yDu o' genealogy worlh ten
ﬂwmud ‘of#theirs)"—first:from [aith unfeign-
et.liefpmcceda:n ood ; consclence, from’a ‘good

cBusdlente; & pure heart;*and from a pure heart,
Bhﬂfy‘lnall arourd us: "1 is admirably staled !



