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INTRODUCTION

Of all the articles compiled for this course, those about people, these Profiles, caused the
most anxiety. Who should be highlighted? For what reasons?How accurate a picture of the
people of the NACCC do these particular profiles paint?

I do not pretend to have firm answers to any of these questions. It remains for qualified
historians, sociologists, and others to conduct a thorough study of the NACCC, weighing the
events and personalities from a more scientific perspective. These articles will, however, bring to
your attention many people who have been highlighted in the pages of the Coxgregationalist.
Whether there has been over the years any consistent basis of selection, I cannot say. Some of
those profiled are leaders at the national level. Others are historical figures who someone (the
editor him/herself?, an editor just glad to receive some material) thought worthy of notice. Many
profiles are more on the order of human interest stories, exemplary instances, or “people in the
news.”

What does it say about the NACCC that we honor, recognize, choose to lead us, listen to
these particular people? There are certainly lessons to be gleaned by an observant reader. What
conclusions do your draw?

5//98
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The Nalional Association of Congregational Chris-
tian. Churches was born in the historic Fort Shelby
Hotel, Detroit, Michigan in 1955. The Articles of Asso-
ciation, so necessary to the NA's permanen! develop-
ment, were adopled at Wauwatosa, Wisconsin in Oc-
tober of 1956. It was at that time thal the idea of an
Executive Commiltee was recommended by the by-
laws committee to the assembled delegates. This by-
laws committee felt that a twelve member board, wilth
limited terms of service, elecled directly by the
churches in Annual Meeling assembled, was the besl
way of giving our world-wide feliowship the slability
and slrength to deal effectively with the necessary
day by day decision-making that is vital to the growth
and development ol any viable organization. This by-
laws committee recommendalion was unanimously
adopted by the churches gathered at Wauwalosa.

The decision has proved lo be a good one. From the
very beginning lhe Executive Commiltee has been sen-
sitive, slrong, imaginalive, patienl and always faithlul
to the wishes of the member churches.

Ernest Crosby, now ol Carmel, Calilornia, was the
first Executive Commiltee chairman. He rellected on
the 1956-57 year as follows:

“We were, of course, much concerned wilh organi-
zational malters and a few growing pains: budget,
commiltee appointments, necessary church visilations
both nationally and world-wide and a host ol other
things.

“However, we were able to set up some excellent
commissions which worked well in the first year and
produced some excellent reports.

“Perhaps my happiest recollection is thal of the line
spirit which prevailed. Everyone seemed happy and
optimistic with the big decision taken and the oppor-
tunity before us to build a permanent Congregational
structure. The numerous meelings held during the
period were well attended and il seemed easy to gel
things done. There was some very inspiralional oralory
by Raymond Waser and several others and amusing
interludes provided by thal williest of raconleurs, Joe
Fackenthal.

“It all seemed a bit haphazard and experimental al
the time. but with the record of intervening history,
it looks as if the job was prelty well done "

Since that good beginning, the Executive Commit-
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tee has always conducted itself in an orderly, re- .
strained and efficient manner.

Some of the milestones in their years of work are as
follows: )

In February, 1958, with the leadership of Dr. Harry
Bulman, we began issuing our national publication
under the ancient and honorable name, THE CON-
GREGATIONALIST.

In 1960, with Dr. George Bohman's leadership, the
Executive Commitlee implemented The Special Edu-
cation Elfort (SEE), sponsored by the National Asso-
ciation, lo properly study the proposed Constitution
of lhe UCC and the Execulive Commitlee appointed lhe
first Associate Executive Secretary lor our growing
fellowship. i

in 1961, wilh Dr. John Alexander as chairman, the
Executive Commillee sponsored the development and
adoption of the Arlicles of Incorporation which com-
pleted the legal structure of the National Association.
By this action it was delermined that such aclivities
as the Missionary Sociely, the Foundalion for Theo-
logical Studies, and the Building and Loan Fund, in-
slead of being independent entities, would be divisions
ol the Nalional Association, responsible to lhe
Churches of the Nalional Association. This was a bas-
ic, philosophical determination by the National As-
sociation in order lhat we would not develop compel-
ing agencies, but rather arms of one Associalion
reaching out into the world for Christian service. The
Divisions were given considerable autonomy over
their own programs, but incorporated as paris of one
Corporation tor the National Association.

In 1962, under Rev. Leonard Maunder's ling lead-
ership, the Pastoral Relations olfice was located al
the national office in Milwaukee and Dr. John Claxton
was called as the first Pasloral Relations secrelary.

Dr. Leslie Deinsladl, chairman in 1963, remembers
the incorporation of the NACCC during his term. “it
was something of an historic moment when | signed
the papers,” wriles Les. "l remember being seated at
Neil Swanson's desk lor the event surrounded by
slafl and commitlee members.”

The years 1964-68 were times of careful planning
and the continued development of a sound structural
organizalion under the ellicient leadeiship of William
Slouller, Dr. Erwin Britton, Robert Black, Paul Miller

The Congregationaiis!, June 1974



and Edward W. Adams.

It was during Rev. Howard Bull's term in 1969 lhat
the comprehensive use ol liaison persons (Executive
Committee members) working closely with each Board
and Commission of the NA was developed, and lhe
institution of a Central Fund Investment program on
behalf of each Division of the Corporation was ac-
complished.

The hard working L.ong Range Planning Commitiee
was initialed by Alexander lrvine during his term as
chairman in 1970.

Dr. Louis Gerhardt’s term in 1971 featured the ap-
pointment of the Executive Finance Committee which
has become a vital part of our growing National As-
sociation.

Robert B. Black
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" GeorgeV. Bohman..

The year 1972, wilh the dedicaled leadership of
Robert Morris, culminaled in Ihe delegates at Green
Bay, Wisconsin, expressing their faith in the future of
the NA by adopling the challenging “Forward in Free-
dom"” campaign. And since that exciting moment, with
the leadership of the Executive Commiltee chairmen
Leland Johnson and Dr. Harry Butman, the NA has
accomplished its greatest financial growth to this date.

In no small way, our success as a national feflow-
ship has been due to the countless sacrificial hours
spent by Executive Commiltee members who have
wrestled mightily and successfully with both large
and small matters that have had an important effect
in developing the image of our free fellowship through-
oul the world.

% %

K. Stou
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Howard E. Buli

Leiand C. Johnson

Robert G. Morris
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Dad And His Church: A Portrait Of Dedication

By KAREN HOFFMAN
Staff Writer

SUN CITY, ARIZ. — Dad was
too tired to talk but too ecstatic
not to.

He was sitting on the couch, a
snack tray with a partially consumed
sandwich in front of him, rellecting
on the events of the day.

The clock on the television stand
was licking off the {inal hours of what
I realized was the biggest day of his
life.

Sunday, Feb. 21, 1982, was dedi-
cation day for the Congregational
Church of Sun City — the final church
““to be built in that retirement com-
munity, the first and only traditional
Congregationat church in Arizona
and the first church founded by my
father, the Rev. Dr. John H. Alexander.

“It really went well, didn’tit?" Dad
asked of no one in particular, the
mouth of his freckled [ace curling
into an uncertain smile.

“Wonderfully well,” said the Rev.
John Travell, pastor of the Penge
Congregational Chureh of London,
England, who had assisted in the
afternocon dedication service.

The two ministers, one from the
country where Congregationalism
was born with the Separatists and the
other a former executive secretary
of the National Association of Con-
gregational Christian Churches who
was reared 50 miles from Plymouth
Rock, where the Pilgrims brought
the Congregational movement to the
new world, were sharing a relaxed
meal with my mother, my sister
Margaret, and me.

We sat for a moment in contented
silence. And then the emotions took
over.

“I'learned things about you today
that I never knew,” I said, looking
into my father’s tired brown eyes. It
was a difficult statement for a 32-
year-old daughter to make, conless-
ing, as it did, a lack of understanding
of the man who gave me life.

“You did?" he said, leaning back
in genuine surprise. “What didn't
you know?"

I looked at my [ather, a man of
62 whose black hair, greying at the
temples, is thinning. His once pro-
nounced Boston accent, which [ re-
membered from my chiidhood, had
been dituted during years of minis-
tering to midwestern churches.

“Most kids don't ask questions
about their parents’ lives,” 1 said....
until they reach adulthood them-
selves and move away and don’t see
their folks often enough to engage in
such serious conversations, | thought.

Because we live a continent apart,
[ hadn't heard my father preach [or
more than a decade. I'd never heard
the personal reminiscences he shared
that morning with his congregation.

Il dedication Sunday was impor-
tant to my father, the minister, his
sermon was important to his oldest
daughter, me.

"The things you said in your ser-
mon, about the clergymen and laymen
and churches that were important
in your development as a minister,”
I began, valiantly blinking back the
tears rimming my eyes..."Dad, |
never even knew the name of the
church you attended as a boy..."

“Oh, that was quite a story,” he
said, his eyes lighting with the mem-
ory. “1 remember one Sunday when
I was ushering. We ushers, all of us
were leenagers, we knew the order
of Rev. Barnard’s service and we'd
sneak out before the sermon, go to
a cale across the street for collee
and donuts, and get back in time for
the collection.”

He bepan to laugh, well, wheeze.
Dad wheezes when he's amused,
wheezes so hard it's impossible not
to laugh at as well as with him.

“Well, one Sunday old Rev. Barn-
ard changed the order of the service
and took the collection belore he
gave the sermon...” Dad was
wheezing too hard to finish the story,
but we all could guess the end.

He hadn't wheezed during his
sermon that morning when he told
the story of his decision to become
a minister lo the congregation of
20%) retirees who had financed the
construction of the beautiful new

$850,000 building out of their own
pockets.

The four churches my father pre-
viously served had undergone building
projects of some type during his
pastorate, and the National Associa-
tion’s headquarters in Milwaukee
was built under his leadership.

But Dad never before had nur-
tured a church from the roots.

At the end of his term in 1976
with the Nalional Association, he
moved to Sun Cily to form a Congre-
gational church in a relirement area.
The Congregational Church of Sun
City started with a dozen persons
who met in my parents’ home on
April 15, 1976.

The importance of this new church
in his life...well, his sermon said
it all.

“Tt was during a midweek Lenten
service at the Roslindale Congrega-
tional Church in Boston that [ de-
cided to become a minister,” he said
to his peopie. “[ don't remember if
the visiting minister, whose name |
can’t recall, delivered a particularly
moving sermon that evening or if the
singing of the hymn, “Lead On, O
King Eternal,” was especially spirited.

“I do remember walking into the
office of the Rev. Alfred Barnard
and hearing him say, "You must be
here for one of two reasons, John.
Either you've decided to become a
minister or you want to get married.
And 1 know you don’t want to get
married, at least, not yet.”

My mother, who was seated with
thc choir, smiled as the congrega-
tion chuckied.

My {ather was 21 years old, an
usher, Sunday school teacher and
member of the Roslindale Church
council, and was employed as a clerk
in a stationary supply store when that
decision was made.

He spoke of Dr. Marion Bradshaw,
a professor of philosophy at Bangor,
Maine Theological Seminary, where
he studied alter graduation from
Bowdoin College in Brunswick,
Maine.

{Continued on page 11}



missionary to appear in that part of
Papua came from the Cook Islands
and this particular village had al-
ready made a pilgrimage (o that par-
ticular sp8t in the Pacific. But the
second and many subsequent mis-
sionaries had come from Samoa
and this particular village wanted
to express their gratitude for the way
in which the Gospel had been brought
to them, not by the white mission-
aries from Britain and America, but
by the simple Polynesian people of
the South Seas.

In his letter, the Papuan pastor
said that he and his people wanted
to share in simple Christian fellow-
ship with people of a different cul-
ture, but who were in very fact their
fathers in Christ. Moreover they
wanted, if it were permitted, to erect
a monument in that village of Fale-
letai, which they judged to be very
similar to their own, to the devoted
service of the Samoan people in
bringing the Gospel to other parts of
the world.

The important thing to emphasize
was that this was not a letter between
two Christian denominations — it
was not fram the United Church of
Papua, New Guinea and the Solonion
Islands to the Congregational Christ-
ian Church of Samoa — but it was
from one local congregation of
Christ’s people to another local con-
gregation in a distant land. The
request so made has met with a warm
and affirmative response from the
Samoan people and plans are already
being made as to how this large party
might be housed and fed and the

... Dedication (cont. from p. 10}

“He infused in me the need for
reason as well as emotion in religion,”
Dad said, grasping the sides of the
pulpit in a stance so familiar to me.
“He taught me not to accept things
on the surface; taught me critical
analysis, how to think.”

My father always stressed to us
kids the importance of clearly think-
ing things out rather than acting on
impulse. And he always accepted our
thoughtful decisions with love and
understanding, even if he didn’t agree
with them.

Listening to his sermon, hearing
that resonant voice fill the sanctuary,
| began to understand his unques-
tioning acceptance of my notattend-
ing church in Pittsburgh, a fact that
must hurt him even though he'll never
take me to task for it. His dauphter
is able to make her own decisions.

“The autonomy of the local
church, the belief that where two or
three are gathered in Christ’s name,
He is in their midst, is the basis of
the Congregational faith. .. that
each person has the right to interpret
the scripture and apply its teachings
for himseli,” he continued.

“The most effective and fulfilling
aspect of the Christian life is volun-
tary discipleship to Christ rather than
being compeiled by the creed of a
church. The Congregational way ...
faith, freedom and fellowship — is
based on the importance of the in-

dividual conscience before God.”

He compared the congregation
sitting before him in row alter row
of new pews (0 the members of a
Congregational church in Kristacoil,
India, who, when the courts locked
them out of their butlding, wor-
shipped, rain or shine, in front of
the church doors until the building
wis returned to them.

“The support you have given 1o
create this new church,” he said,
his voice cracking slightly, “showed
the same determination and dedi-
cation.”

When we sang the recessional
hymn, “Lead On, O King Eternal,”
| couldn't read the words for the
tears in my eyes.

“[ didn’t realize you didn’t know
those things,” Dad said as he fin-
ished his sandwich. “You know; it's
hard, after spending the day talk-
ing to someone who's dying, or who'’s
marriage is failing or just listening
to people, to then spend time talk-
ing at home.”

“The ministry is an emotionally
draining job,” echoed Rev. Travell.

The people of the Sun City church
call my father “Dr. John,” a com-
bination of respect and affection.

The label fits him perfectly.

Doctor — an intellectual. For
years he has striven to preserve the
traditional Congregational church,
[ighting against the movement be-
gun in the 1950s to merge churches
from many denominations into the
United Church of Christ.

That movement reduced the num-
ber of Congregational churches
from 6,000 nationwide to the 450
which now compose the National
Association. On Feb. 21, he added
another church to that association.

John . ..a modern day disciple of
Christ whose love for people is the
foundation of his ministry.

They should add "Father” to that
name. But then, they don't know
him like [ do.

(Reprinted with permission from the
Observer-Reporier:)

Editor's Note: See related article on
page 6.
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As we nole our twenly years of development as the National Associalion of Congregational Christian Churches,
we wanl lo acknowledge the very line leadership we have received Irom all live of the Execulive Secretaries who
have served us faithlully and well during lhese often lumulluous, yel always crealive times. We could think of no
betler-qualified person to wrile the brief sketches of these good men han the loved and respected past Moderator
of our National Association, Mrs. George J. (Cary) Mead of Hartlord, Connecticut.

Sutr SFrst
Cleggficent 5Hire

Rev. Harry W. Johnson, D.D.

The Rev. Harry W. Johnson,

D. D., was the first Executive
Secrelary of the National As-
sociation of Congregational
Chrislian  Churches, which
was organized on November
10, 1955, and he certainly gol
us off lo a good starl. The son
of Swedish parenls who had
migrated to America in 1869,
he was born in Oakland, Ne-
braska, and attended Sunday
School and Church in the Free
Evangelical Church there un-
til he finished high school. He
graduated from the University

of Nebraska in 1912, and in
1915 from the Divinity School
of the University of Chicago
with M.A. and B.D. degrees.
He was married lo Anna Linn,
his boyhood sweetheart from
Oakland. on July 3, 1915, with
whom he shared maore Ihan

.50 years ol devoled happi-

ness.

He was ordained in Sep-
lember of that year in his lirsl
parish in New London, Wis-
consin. In the nex! tew years
he served several churches
with distinction, and each one
prospered. il could not be
otherwise, as no one could
resist his unbounded enthusi-
asm and dedication.

The Pacilic University of
Foresl Grove, Oregon, con-
ferred on him the degree of
Doctor of Divinity in 1949, and
the accompanying citation
spoke of his tireless and sell-
less wark lor 20 years as
"paslor ol pastors in the Inter-
mountain district, embracing
ldaho, Wyoming and Ulah,
driving thousands of miles
each year in all kinds of
weather to bring slrength,
understanding. and encour-
agement lo ministers and their

wives in lonely parishes." In
1955 he received a similar ci-
tation from the Board of Home
Missions in recognilion of his
40 years in the ministry.

His term as Execulive Sec-
retary of the National Associa-
lion was lragically cut short by
blindness. Many of us had
only come to know him, and
therefore love and admire
him, in those lhree all-ltoo-
brief years as he saw our
young association through its
birth pangs and infancy, and
we were siricken that the work
ol such a great Christian min-
ister should be so curtailed.

When he died on Sunday,
Oclober 7, 1973, his son said
of him, "His lile was devoled
lo the preaching and teaching
and practice of love flor his
God, his fellow man, and his
family. A few men in each
generation find God and gain
the peace and security of His
boundless love. A few men of
each generation find a good
wile and gain the peace and
security of her love. This was
one of the rare few who found
both. He was the happiest
man | ever knew. Now | know
his happiness is elernal."”

The Congregationalist, June 1974




Rev. Neil H. Swanson, Jr.

My introduction to Rev. Neil
Swanson was over a micro-
phone, so to speak, as he
steadlastly and doggedly tried
to defend the Congregational
Way at the baleful meelting of
the General Council at Omaha
in 1956. Time after time, lo the
discomlfiture of the top brass
sitting on the platform, his
“Neil Swanson from Wiscon-
sin" would ring oul, and we all
would hear yet another point
scored for the Congregational

Way.

Born and brought up in
Minneapolis, he was educated
al Cornell College in lowa, al
Union Theological Seminary,
and at Garrell Theological
School in Evanslon, [llinois.
Al age 19 he served as studenl
minister to lwo small churches
in lowa. He lhen did graduate
work al the University ol Minn-
esola, where for several years
he taught philosophy and the
humanities, also serving as
minister af youth in two large
churches in Minneapolis. He
was brought up a Methodist
but shilted o Congregational-
ism alter exploring other de-
nominations. He was ordained
in Como Congregational
Church in  Minneapolis in
1945, He went as associate to
Wauwatosa in 1951 and was
called to it as senior minister
in 1952. In 1857 at Soulh
Congregalional  Church  in
Hartford he was elected as the
third Moderator of the National

Associalion.

He succeeded Harry John-
son as Executive Secretary of
the National Association in
1958, and during his six-year
term he built well on the loun-
dation which had been laid.
Many churches were added
lo the roll during those years.
An inlormative and delightful
newslelter kept us all in touch
with one anolher, and when
we were struggling o solve
lhe problem ol educating our
ministers, he came up with the
brilliant suggestion of the Con-
gregalional Foundation for
Theological Sludies.

After completing his term
as Executive Secretary, he ac-
cepted a cail to First Church,
Toledo, where he served with
distinction for two years belore
accepting a call to Makawao
Union Church on Maui, where
he is happily doing a fine job,
as well as teaching in a cot-

lege, and involving himsell in

many enterprises.

Rev. A. Vaughan
Abercrombie, Il

Rev. A. Vaughan Aber-
crombie lil was born in 8ridge-
port, Connecticul, on Decem-
ber 27, 1912, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. A. Vaughan Aber-
crombie, Jr. He received his
A.B. degree at Marietta (Ohio)
College in 1937. There he and
Charlotte Osborne Manning
had mel and tallen in love.
They were married on October
17 of that year.

He attended Harvard Divin-
ity School from which he grad-
uajed in 1946. From 1943 1o
'48 he was personne! direclor
of the Rock Manufacturing

Company in Stoughton, Mas-
sachusells. He was ordained
lo lhe Christan ministry on
November 8, 1950, at the
Riverpoint Church al Waesl
Warwick, Rhode Island, and
served there unlil 1956 when
he was called 1o the First Con-
gregalional Church of Taco-
ma, Washinglon.

His service in the National
Associalion included a term
on the Commission on the
Ministry, of which he was
chairman from 1961 to '63.
He later was nominaled by the
Execulive Commiltee as [he
Executive Secretary ol the
National Association in June
of 1864, which nominalion
was confirmed at lhe Wichita
meeling. This made il possible
to achieve an orderly lransition
in"that olfice, to lake place
during the summer before he
took on ils fulltime duties in
September. Belore complel-
ing his term as Execulive Sec-
retary, he was called tG-be the
pastor of the Congregational
Christian Church of Easl Or-
ange, New Jersey, in which he

ts serving al present.

He is the author of several
books, including "How to
Gather and Order A Congre-
gationa! Christian Church" in
1966, and a "Handbook for
Presiding Officers™ in 1971.
He received a heartwarming
citation a1 the Taunton, Mas-
sachusetls, annual meeting in
recognition of his five years'
service 'as Executive Secre-
tary ¢f the Nalional Assccia-
tion. One of the achievements
of his term in that position was
the installation of modern bus-
iness procedures and ma-
chinery in the office, and a
balanced budgel. It was dur-
ing his term that the Growth &
Development Fund was initi-
aled and completed. It has
served as a backlog of finan-
cial security for the National
Association since that lime.
The aforemenlioned cilalion
concludes with, . . . And for
Vaughan's ever forthright and
knowledgeable leadership,
coupled with a warmth ol
friendship and insight shared
by many who knew him well.”
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Rev. Donald R. Brownaell

The Rev. Donald R. Brow-
nell was born in Chappelle,
Nebraska, and was brought
up in the Melhodist Church,
but became a Congregational-
ist when he had reached years
of discretion. He graduated
from Nebraska Wesleyan Uni-
versily and received his mas-
ter's degree from the |lilf
School of Theology. He then
received his Master of Religi-

ous Education degree from
lhe Hartford Seminary Foun-
dation. He served as chaplain
for five years in the Army in
World War Il

In recent years he has been
the minister of the Plymouth
Congregational Church in Ra-
cing, Wisconsin, where he is
serving with devotion and dis-
tinction. In 1970 and 1971 he
organized and was dean of
the Plymouth Seminary, which
was a one-year experiment in
discipline in the life of prayer,
along with the academic train-
ing of seminary students. He
has also completed his basic
training in transactional analy-
sis, which includes one
month's training at Western
Institute of Group and Family
Therapy localed at Mount
Madonna, California. :

He has served the National
Association in many different
ways, one of the most signifi-

cant of which was his leader-
ship of the youth work camp
which spent the summer of
1866 building the meeling
house ol the Church of the
Northern Lights in Anchorage,
Alaska. Another very special
contribution was his discovery
of the Sienna Cenler, which
has welcomed the Executive
Committee and the commis-
sion members for the mid-
winter meetings for several
years.

He served as Associate
Secretary of Missions lor part
of one year and was also the
Moderator of the HNational
Association.

All these are interesting
facts, but they do not give the
true flavor of the man who is a
devoted and able minister,
whose friendship we all cher-
ish, whose wife we all love,
and whose achievements we
all admire.

Rev. John H. Alexander

The Rev. John H. Alexan-
der, D.D., was born in Boston,
Massachusells, October 19,
1919, the first child of John
and Elizabeth Colftin Alexan-
der. Their anceslry was Scot-
tish, and his father was an
elder in the Presbyterian
Church of East Boston. His
Christian education began in
the Sunday School of the
Congregational  Church ¢!
Melrose, whither lhe family
had moved after a sister and
later a brother had joined the
family. John's father died
when he was eleven, and his
mother wen! back to teaching.
John had a newspaper route
and later a job as clerk in a

grocery. At age 16 he joined
the Order of DeMolay, and
after five years he became
Master Councilor.

Rev. Alfred J. Barnard, pas-
tor of the Roslindale Church,
greatly influenced his religious
development. John taught
Sunday School, was an usher,
and eventually a youth mem-
ber of the church council. He
received his training for the
minisiry at Bangor Theological
Seminary, and during those
five years he had opportunities
to preach in many of the
Maine churches whose minis-
ters were in the armed forces.
While serving as student min-
ister at the Hammond Street
Church, he met Donna, who
became his wife on June 27,
1943, and she helped him
through the ensuing years of
commutling, studying, and
serving churches.

It was during this time that
John became involved with
the struggle to preserve the
Congregational Way. And he
has been involved in that
struggle ever since; first on
the Continuation Committee,

of which he was treasurer after
Dr. Davies’ death, and later he
was Moderator of the Consti-
tuting Meeting of the National
Association on November 10,
1955.

In this briel sketch, | cannot
dwell on the churches he
served, excepl lo mention his
being associate at Wauwa-
tosa, and later minister of the
First Congregational Church,
Marshalltown, lowa.

For some years he was As-
sociale Secretary of the Mis-
sionary Society in the National
Association, and then was ap-
pointed Executive Secretary,
in which capacity he is now
serving. Perhaps the most
significant achievement during
his term has been the initia-
tion of the Forward in Free-
dom Fund, which envisioned
a national headguarters of our
own {now complete and dedi-
cated), a fund for New Church
Development, and an endow-
ment fund. We hope and trust
that long before he completes
his term as Executive Secre-
tary in 1975 we can complele
this fund.
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In Memoriam

MALCOLM K. BURTON
March 28, 1905—February 29, 1984

A text that expresses the sentiments
[ feel as I prepare this article has been
suggested by Harry Butman:

“*Do you not know that a prince,

a great man, has fallen this day

in Israel?’’ 2 Samuel 3:38

King David wept over the death of
his loyal general, Abner. Qur tears
are shed for the sudden loss of one
who was the ““Tom Paine’’ of contin-
uing Congregationalism in those days
when our Way was sorely tried by
those who sought lo suppress the
voluntary fellowship of autonomous
churches in order that organic union
might be the stance of the day for
Protestant Christianity. The reading
of the various issues of The Christ-
ian Century of lhe year 1955 will pro-

Dr. John Alexander is Minister of the
Congregational Church of Sun City,
AZ and a former Moderator and Execu-
tive Secretary of the NACCC. He is
Secretary-Treasurer of the Comumittee for
the Continuation of Congregational
Christian Churches on which he has
served with Rev. Burton and others since
1949.
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vide ample justification for this
statement.

The decade from 1945 to 1955
would have been vastly different in
the annuls of the church were it not
for Malcolm Burton. Not only was
the National Association of Con-
gregational Christian Churches
founded, but the nature of the United
Church of Christ is different than it
would have been, due in large
measure to the pointed pen and
chatlenging faith of this soldier for
freedom among the followers of
Jesus of Nazareth.

Although the merger controversy
stimulated Malcolm’s most forthright
energies, he was always a pastor and
a friend, knowing that the local
church, its welfare, its success, its
dedication to the “‘good news’ was
the abiding call of a minister of the
Gospel. No matter how strong the
pressure to be the defender of and the
spokesman for Congregationalism in
interdenominational circles, he never
flagged in his zeal as the minister of
a local church. The books of which
he was most proud were the collec-
tions of sermons which reflected his

A Prince Has

By Dr. John H. Alexan

life and Faith. The love and respect
which the churches he served ac-
corded their minister and his wife are
testimony indeed!

From 1942 onward Malcolm Bur-
ton was ‘‘on fire’’ for a cause which
he held dear, and his writings, at first
lonely proclamations in the morass of
growing ecumenism, slowly but
surely called many others to the ban-
ner of the Congregational Way. I, as
a seminary student in those days, at
first looked askance at an “‘obstruc-
tionist,”” but I soon came to realize
that a prophet was abroad in the
land.

The proponents of merger were
prone to call upon Malcolm Burton
when they wanted to give lip service
to those who opposed the Basis of
Union. It fit their purposes to pretend
that he was their only opposition, a
lone voice in the wilderness. But he
had more company than they were
willing to admit, and we who were
motivated by his writings came to the
fore in the Committee for the Con-
tinuation of the Congregational
Christian Churches; in the League to
Uphold Congregational Principles;
and in 1955, in the formation of the
National Association.

Malcolin was the pamphleteer ex-
traordinaire. He was not really pa-
tient with sitting on boards and com-
mittees, nor with holding denomina-
tional offices. It was with some reluc-
tance that he accepted the office of
moderator of the NACCC in 1968-69.
He was more comfortable, and he
felt more effective, in the local church
pulpit, or in his study writing cogent
sermans and articles, pamphlets and
books, and therewith cutting to the
very heart of the issues that con-
fronted Congregationalists. He en-
joyed the environment of debate and
discussion.

His wife, Carol, whom he married
in 1930, was always at his side, work-



1s Fallen

xander

ing as diligently as he for that in
which they believed.

Those who have come into the Na-
tional Association in the last decade
or so did not get to know Malcolm
Burton very well. We who have
known him want you to know that
without him it is unlikely that the
NACCC would be here, nor would
there be the free church fellowship
which we all share today. As Harry
quman has so well said, “‘Others of
ugiwere workers, but we were not the
progenitor; there can only be one
such.' . . . Malcolm Burton.

‘Malcolm was born in 1905, the son
of the Rev. Charles Emerson Burton
who, when his son was a teen-ager,
became Executive Secretary of the
General Council of the Congrega-
tional Christian Churches, the highest
executive office of the denomination.
Charles Burton wrote the first Hand-
book for the Congregational Way.

Malcolm was educated at Phillips
Academy, Andover, MA; Carleton
College, Northfield, MN; and the
Chicago Theological Seminary. He
served a student pastorate at the
Edgebrook Community Church, Chi-
cago, IL, 1927-1929, Then followed
four successful ministries in Con-
gregational Churches: Massena, NY,
1929-1933; Pelham, NY, 1933-1938;
Second Church, New London, CT,
1938-1952; and Pontiac, M1, 1952-
1971.

In 1971 he and Carol “‘retired”’ to
Agawam, MA, close to their treas-
ured summer hide-away on Lake
Sunapee, NH, where they enjoyed
canoeing, boating, and hiking in the
woods for over fifty years.

While resident in Agawam, Rev.
Burton served for ten years as as-
sociate pastor of the Wachogue Con-
gregational Church with the Rev.
Curtis Wing.

During the vyears Rev. Burton
served as moderator of county and

state Associations of Churches in
both Connecticut and Michigan. He
served as an ecclesiastical expert in
two national lawsuits on the merger
question, including the famed Cad-
man Case in the carly 1950’s. Pam-
phleteering was his most effective
method of communication on the
merger issues. The cogency and
forthrightness of his writing brought
many of us to the banner of continu-
ing Congregationalism.

In addition to his books of ser-
mons, he was the author of several
other books. Among them Destiny
Sfor Congregationalism (1953) and
Disorders in the Kingdom (1982).

Malcolm was a photographer; and
a printer of more than amateur skill.
He executed the printing of much
that he wrote. Carol stuffed the
envelopes and put thousands upon
thousands of items in the mail. To
them Congregationalism owes a deep
expression of gratitude.

Malcolm King Burton died sud-
denly on February 29, 1984, at his
home in Agawam. None of us who
knew and respected him had a chance

to- say ‘“‘thank you' or “‘farewell.

faithful servant.” On behalf of all for
whom his death leaves a void, I do
so now with the faith that he has
received God’s eternal blessing:
“Well done, . . . enter into the joy

of your Lord.”
Dr. Harry R. Butman says it for all

of us: ““Of all the good men strong
and true who fought that our Way
might not perish, Malco!m Burton
was first and best. To him, above all
others, we owe the continuation of
Congregationalism in our time."”

Malcolm loved to take ¢

He fought the good fight . . . he
linished the course . . . he kept the
faith. May the God of our Fathers
grant him the crown of righteousness
that fadeth not away.

You may communicate with Carol
Burtorn at 1159 River Road, Agawam,
MA 01001.

& .,

A MEMORIAL SERVICE for
MALCOLM K. BURTON will
be held in The Cross Church,
Fresno, CA, on Sunday, June
24, 1984 at 4:00 p.m. All who
will be in Fresno for the Annual
Meeting of the NACCC are in-
vited to arrange their schedules
50 that they may join in this final
tribute to hin.

Mrs. Carol Burton and many
of Malcolm’s friends have en-
couraged gifts to a Memorial
Library to be housed at the Na-
tional Association office. Upon
establishment of the library,
Malcolm Burton's collection of
papers and books will be donated
so that all Congregationalists
may have access (o them. It is
hoped that other collections will
be added to the library in the
Suture. Donations for the estab-
lishment of the library will be
received by the National Associa-
tion from anyone interested in
the project.

o ' CIREOE

o the water in his canoe,

THE CONGREGATIONALIST--9



