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PREFACE

Learning about the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches is not easy. No
comprehensive history has been written. Only a few of the founders remain active. No seminary offers a
course tailored to it. Months or vears of participation, informal contacts, and overhearing the scuttlebutt
are usually required. The "Congregational History and Polity" course is designed to accelerate the
learning curve by immersing the student in modem Congregationalism's traditions and practices, as well
as in the more comprehensive Congregational story.

We see this as essential for seminarians seeking a firm foundation in the community they are
preparing to serve. Equally important is educating the many ministers who come to Congregationalism
from other traditions. Church members seeking a better understanding of their faith may also appreciate a
package that brings widely scattered materials together.

The first volume, for instance, of Readings in the History and Polity of the National Association
of Congregational Christian Churches collects Congregational reflections of the nature of the church(es)
as recorded in the Congregationalist magazine. The articles collected are neither comprehensive nor
definitive; we are not even certain to what extent they are representative. What can, however, be said is
that the authors are men and women active in the Association whose views the magazine's editors deemed
worthy of distribution.

At the very least the readings collected inform the reader of the parameters of discussion within
the NACCC. They will additionally provide an introduction to leaders of the Congregational way and
hopefully some insight into this movement's peculiar contribution to the Body of Christ.

This project is in its early stages. We would appreciate your suggestions and notice of our errors

and omissions.

Rev. Dr. Arlin T. Larson, editor
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INTRODUCTION

Though of paramount importance to the sixteenth century founders of Congregationalism,
and to the twentieth century founders of the National Association of Congregational Christian
Churches, polity concerns have never constituted the sole focus of Congregationalism.
Congregationalists have been deeply involved in the full range of American intellectual, cultural,
social, and political life. The Supplementary Readings will engage you in this wider scope of
concerns. Most are excerpted from longer works, hoping to give the flavor of the authors’ style
and letting them define the issues in their own terms. Perhaps you will want to follow up with the
complete version of some. The Congregational Library in Boston is available to help you find
documents that are no longer in print.

These authors expressed concerns and views in ways considered exemplary or definitive
by their contemporaries. It behooves us to pay attention. To understand earlier sections of the
path we are now on. To gain insight into contemporary situations. Perhaps even to be wakened to
issues and modes of understanding to which our ancestors were better attuned than we. Are
certain actual events the will and action of God & others not? When, for example, Edward
Johnson marvels at the “Wonder-working Providence of Zion’s Savior,” which he sees at work
in the Puritan migration, it makes our contemporary sense of God’s working seems vague &
indefinite. As mainline Protestantism is challenged by Pentecostalism and evangelicalism, the
early Congregationalists’ focus on conversion and church membership again becomes relevant.
Urbanism, multiculturalism, immigration? We have still not resolved the issues attended to by
Josiah Strong and Washington Gladden.

Some works may feel vaguely alien, even objectionable, from a twentieth century
perspective. It could be literary style. The use of “f” for “s” and “v” for “u” (and vice versa), the
“thee’s” and “thou’s” of the seventeenth and eighteen centuries. Or it may be more substantive.
Jonathon Edward’s “angry God.” William Ellery Channing’s debunking of traditional doctrines.
Josiah Strong’s celebration of (and challenge to) the “Anglo-Saxon” race. The point, however, is
not so much to judge as to understand the depth and scope of Congregational faith, and to
appreciate its enormous creativity. Hopefully to let our minds be expanded by our forebearers
and join the dialogue with them in contemporary circumstances.
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CHAPTER X.
PERILS.—THE CITY.

‘ The city is the nerve center of our civilization It
is alsg the storm center. The fact, therefore thut.l it i
growing much more rapidly than the wholo ;o nilati 5
is full of siguificance. In 1790 onc-i:hirti(lath1 oé llzjm
populgt.ion of the United States lived in cities of 8 0(;8
inhabitants and over; in 1800, one twenty-ﬁfth" n
1810, and also in 1820, one-twentieth; in 1830. o

fnxtecnth; i 1840, one-twelfth; in 185,0 one-ei:rloi:;e-
n 1860, one-sixth ; in 1870, a little over o’ne-ﬁfth? : 1{
m 1880, 22.5 per cent., or nearly one-fourth.* iT‘: »
1790 to 1880 the whole population increaséd' tw ;)lrn
fold, the wrban population eighty-six fold. Trom 138“}8
to 1880 the whole p:opulation increa.seci o little le‘

%Em.n ffsur;lo fi?lcl, the wban population thirteen folfls
From o 1880 the whole population iner !
thu-{:,y per cent., the urban populla,tﬁm fo?'?y ?o?e:eiflil
DLun.zg t.ho half century preceding 1880 population i -
tho city inereased moro than four timc’s as m':idl -
that of the villago and country. In 1800‘th‘e]re \\Jr(e::

* " Compendium of the Tenth Census,” Part 1., pp. xxx and 8
‘ ]
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only six cities in the United States which had a popu-
lation of 8,000 or more. In 1880 there were 286.

The city has become a serious menace to our civili-
zation, because in it, excepting Mormonism, each of
the dangers we have discussed is enhanced, and all are
focalized. It has a peculiar attraction for the immi-
grant. OQur fifty principal cities contain 39.3 per cent.
of our entire German population, and 45.8 per cent. of
the Irish. Our ten larger cities contain only nine per
cent. of the entire population, but 23 per cent. of the
foreign. While a little less than one-third of the pop-
ulation of the United States is foreign by birth or
parentage, sixty-two per cent. of the population of Cin-
cinnati are foreign, sixty-nine per cent. of Cleveland,
seventy per cent of Boston, eighty-eight per cent. of
New Yorl, and ninety-one per cent. of Chicago.”

DBecause our cities are so largely foreign, Romanism
finds in them its chief strength.

For the same reason the saloon, together with the
intemperance and the liquor power which it repre-
sents, is multiplied in the city. Iast of the Missis-
sippi there was, in 1880, one saloon to every 438 of the
population; in Boston, one to every 329; in Cleveland,
one to every 192; in Chicago, one to every 179; in
New York, one to every 171; in Cincinnati, one to
every 124. Of cowrse the demoralizing and pauper-
izing power of the saloons and their debauching influ-
ence in politics increase with their numerical strength.

Tt is the city where wealth is massed ; and here are

* The Compendium of the T'enth Census glves the number of peraons,
forelgn-born, lu cach of the Nttty principal cltles, but does not glvo the
native-bori population of foreign parcntage. Wo ore cuabled to compule
it, however, by knowing that the total number of forelgners and their
children of the first generation is, according to the Census, 2.24 times larger
than the total number of foreign-born.
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the tangible cvidences of it piled many stories high.
Hero the sway of Mammon is widest, and his worship
the most constant and ecager. Here are lusuries
gathercd—everything that dazzles the eye, or tempts
the appetite ; here is the most extravagant expendi-
ture. Here, also, is the congestion of wealth the se-
verest. Dives and Lazarus are brought face to face;
heve, in shorp contrast, are the ennui of surfeit and
the desperation of starvation. The rich arericher, and
the poor are poorer, in the city than elsewhere; and,
as a rule, the greater the city, the greater are the
riches of the rich and the poverty of the poor. Not
only does the proportion of ‘the poor increase with the
growth of the city, but their condition becomes more
wretched. The poor of a city of 8,000 inhabitants ave
well off compared with many in New York; and there
are no such depths of woe, such utter and heart-wring-
ing wretchedness in New York as in London. Read
in “The Bitter Cry of Outcast London,” a prophecy of
what will some day be seen in American cities, pro-
vided existing tendencies continue: “Tew who will
read these pages have any conception of what these
pestilential human rookeries are, where tens of thou-
sands are erowded together amidst horrors which call
to mind what we have heard of the middle passage of
the slave-ship. To get into them you have to pene-
trate courts reeking with poisonous and malodorous
gases, arising from accumulations of sewage and refuse
scattered in all directions, and often flowing beneath
your feet ; cowrts, many of them which the sun never
penetrates, which are never visited by a breath of fresh
air. You have to ascend rotten staircases, grope
your way along dark and filthy passages swarming
with vermin. Then, if you are not driven back by
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the intolerable stench, you may gain admittance to
the dens in which these thousands of beings herd to-
gether. Right feet square! That is aboul the aver-
age size of very many of these rooms. Walls and ceil-
ing are black with the accretions of filth which have
gathered upon them through long years of neglect.
It is exuding through cracks in the boards; it is every-
where. . . . Everyroomintheserottenandreeking
tenements houses a family, often two. In one cellar, a
sanitary inspector reports finding a father, mether,
three children, and four pigs. . . . Here are seven
people living in one underground kitchen, and a little
dead child lying in the same room. Elsewhere isa
poor widow, her three children, and a child who had
been dead thirteen days.* Her husband, who was a
cabman, had shortly before committed suicide.

In another apartment, nine brothers and sisters, lrom
twenty-nine years of age downwards, live, cat, and
sleep together. Here is a mother who turns her chil~
dren into the street in the carly evening, because she

~lets her room for immoral purposes until long after

midnight, when the poor little wretches creep back
again, if they have not found some imiserable sheller
elsewhere. Where there are beds, they are simply
heaps of dirty rags, shavings, or straw; but for the
most part these miserable beings find rest only upon
the filthy boards. . . . There ave men and women
who lie and die, day by day, in their wretched single
room, sharing all the family trouble, enduring tthe hun-
ger and the cold, and waiting, without hope, -mthm}t a
single ray of comfort, until God curtains their staring
oyes with the merciful film of death™t Says the

* The Investigatious here reported were inade in the summer,
t “The Bitter Cry of Outcast London,” pp. 3, 4, 10.
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writer: “So far from malking the most of our facts for
the purpose of appealing to emotion, we have been
compelled to tone down everything, and wholly to
omit what most needs to be known, or the ears and
eyes of our readers would have been insufferably out-
raged. Indeed, no respectable printer would print,
and certainly no decent family would admit, even the
driest statement of the horrors and infamies dis-
covered in one brief visitation from house to house.”
Such are the conditions under which hundreds of
thousands live in London. So much space is given to
this picture, only because London is a future New
York, or Brooklyn, or Chicago. It gives a very dim
impression of what may exist in o great city side by
side with enormous wealth. Is it strange that such
conditions arouse o blind and Dbitter hatred of our
social system? '

Socialism not only centers in the city, but is almost
‘confined to it; and tho materials of its growth are
multiplied with the growth of the city. Iere is heaped
the social dynamite; here roughs, gamblers, thieves,
robbers, lawless and desperate men of all sorts, congre-
gate; men who are ready on any pretext to raise riots
for the purpose of destruction and plunder; here
gatlier foreignors and wage-workers; herve skepticism
and nreligion abound ; here inequality is the greatest
and most obvious, and the cont ast between opulence
and penury the most striking , here is suffering the
sorest. As the greatest wickednessin the world is to
be found not among the cannibals of some far off
coast, but in Cluistian lnnds where the light of truth iy
diffused and rejected, so the utmost depth of wretched-
ness exists not among savages, who have few wanis,
but in great cities, where, in the presence of plenty and
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of every luxury men starve. Let a man become the
owner of a home, and he is much less susceptible to
socialistic propagandism. But real estate is so high in
the city that it is almost impossible for a wage-worker
to become a householder. The law in New York re-
quires o juror to be owner of real or personal property
valued at not less than two hundred and fifty dollars ;
and this, the Commissioner says, relieves seventy thous-
and of the registered voters of New York City from
jury duty. Let us remember that those seventy thous-
and voters represent o population of two hundred and-.,
eighty thousand, or fifty-six thousand families, not one
of which has property to the value of two hundred and
fifty dollars. “During the past three years, 220,976
persons in New York have asked for outside aid in one
form or another.”* Said a New York Supreme Judge,
not long since: ““ Thereis a large class—I was about
to say o majority—of the population of New York and
Brooklyn, who just live, and to whom the rearing of
two or more children means inevitably a boy for the
penitentiary, and a girl for the brothel.”f TUnder such
conditions smolder the volcanic fives of a deep discon-
tent.

We have seenhow the dangerous elements of our civ-
ilization arve each multiplied and all concentered in the
city. Do we find there the comservative forces of so-
ciety equally numerous and strong? Here are the
tainted spots in the body-politic; where is the salt? In
1880 there was in the United States one Lvangelical
church organization to every 516 of the population. In
Boston there is one church to every 1,600 of the popu-
lation ; in Chieago, one to 2,081; in New York, one to

* Mrs. J. 8. Lowell, in The Christian Union, March 26th, 1385,
1+ Henry George's ** Social Problems,” p. 98.
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2,468; in St. Louis, one to 2,800. The city, whers
the forces of evil are massed, and where the need of
Christian influence is peculiarly great, is from one-
third to one-fifth as well supplied with churches as the
nation at large. And church accommodations in the
city are growing more inadequate every year. Includ-
ing church organizations of all sorts, Chicago had in
1840 omne chureh to every 747 of the population. In
1851, there was one to every 1,009; in 1862, one to
1,301 ; in 1870, one to 1,699; in 1880, one to 2,081. I
am not aware that the case of Chicago is exceptional.
In that city “There is a certain district, of which a
careful examination has been made; and in that dis-
trict, out of a population of 50,000, there are 20,000
under twenty years of age, and there are Sunday-
school accommodations for less than 2,000; that is,
over 18,000 of the children and youth are compelled to
po without the gospel of Jesus Clrist, because the
Christian churches are aslecp. Mr. Gates says:
“What wonder that the police arvested last year 7,200
boys and girls for varions petty crimes? The devil
cares for them. There are 261 saloons and dago shops,
three thealers and other vile places, and the Christian
chwreh ofters Sunday-school accommodation to only
2,0001"  The writer has found sinilar destitution in
the large cities of Ohio. And the statistics given
above indicato that in the large cities generally it is
common to find extensive districts neamly or quite
destitute of tho gospel. Says the Rev. W. F. Crafts:
“I have discovered in this state (New York) a city of
70,000 inhabitants, the majority of them English-
speaking, where there has not been an Iinglish-spealing
Protestant ehwreh for twelve years, the only Prot-

* Rtev. IL. A. Schaufller's Aqdress at ga—r;iaﬁ_a,wﬁuuc, 15%4.
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‘estant church having German services. I have dis-

covered also fifty cities of 10,000 in this state, which
have but two Protestant churches eacly, inany of these
very small and feebly manned for the lack of funds.”
In Ohio, even including the cities, more than one-fifth
of the population is in Evangelical churches; in Cin-
cinnati, by the latest estimate of the population, only
one in twenty-three.,

If moral and religious influences are peculiarly weak
at tlre point where our social explosives are gathered,
what of city government? Are its strength and purity
so exceptional as to insurethe effective controlof these
dangerous elements? In the light of notorious facts,
the question sounds satirical. It is commonly said in
Burope, and sowmetimes acknowledged here, that the
government of large cities in the United States is o
failure. “In all the great American cities there is to-
day as clearly defined a ruling class as in the most
aristocratic countries in the world. Itsmembers cary
wards in their pockets, make up the slates for nominat-
ing conventions, distribute offices ag they bargain to-
gether, and—though they toil not, neither do they
spin—wear the best of raiment and spend money lav-
ishly. They are men of power, whose favor the am-
bitious must court, and whose vengeance he must
avoid. Who are these men? The wise, the good, tho
learned—imnen who have earned the confidence of their
fellow-citizens by the purity of their lives, the splen-
dor of their talents, their probity in public trusts, their
deep study of tho problems of government? No;
they are gamblers, saloon-kecpers, pngilists, or worsc,
who have made a trado of controlling voles and of
buying and selling offices and official acts.” It has

* “ Progress and Paverty,” p. 882.
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come to this, that holding a municipal office in a large
city almost impenches o wman's charncter. Known in-
tegrity and competency hopelessly incapacitate a man
for any office in the gift of a city rabble. In a certain
western city, the administration of the mayor had con-
vinced good citizens that he gave constant aid and
comfort to gamblers, thieves, saloon-keepers, and all
tho worst elements of society. He became a candidate
for o second term. The prominent men and press of
Loth parties and the ministry of all denominations
united in a Citizens' League to defeat him ; but he was
trinmphantly retmrned to office by the “lewd fellows
of the baser sort.” And now, after a desperate strug-
gle on the part of the better elements to defeat him,
he has been re-elected to a third terni of office.

Popular government in the city is degenerating into
governinent by a “boss.” During his visit to this
country Ierbert Speucer said : “ You retain the forms
of freedom ; but, so far as I can gather, there has been
n considerable loss of the substance. It is true that
those who rule you.do not do it by means of retainers
armed with swords; bhut they do it through regiments
of men armed with voting papers, who obey the word
of command as loyally as did the dependents of the
old feudal nobles, and who thus enable their leaders to
override the general will, and make the community sub-
mit to their exactions as effectually as their prototypes
of old. Manifestly those who framed your Constitution
never dreamed that twenty thousand citizens would go
to the polls led by a ‘boss.””

As o rule, our lmrgest cilics are the worst governed.
It is natural, therefore, to infer that, as our cities grow
larger and more dangerous, the government will be-
come more corrupt, and control will pass more com-
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pletely into the hands of those who themselves most
need to be controlled. If we would appreciate the sig-
nificance of these facts and tendencies, we must bear
in mind that the disproportionate growth of the city
is undoubtedly to continue, and the number of great
cities to be largely incrensed. The extraordinary
growth of urban population during this century has
not been at all peculiar to the United States. Itisa
characteristic of nineteenth century ecivilization. In
Iingland and ‘Wales two-thirds of the entire popula-
tion are found in cities of 3,000 inhabitants and over,
and the urban population is growing nearly twice as
rapidly as that of the country. And thisgrowth of the
city is taking place not only in England and Germany,
where the incresse of population is rapid, but also in
France, where population is practically stationary, and
even in Ireland, where it is declining. This strong
tendency toward the city is the result chiefly of manu-
facturers and railway communication, and their influ-
ence will, of course, continue. If the growth of the
city in the United States has been so rapid during this
century, while many millions of acres wero being sct-
tled, what may be expected when the settlement of the
West has been completed? The rapid rise in the value
of lands will stimulate yet more the growth of the city;
for the man of small means will be unable to command
a farm, and the town will become his only alternative.

‘When the public lands are all taken, immigration,

though it will be considerably restricted thereby, will

continue, and will crowd the cities more and more.

This country will undoubtedly have a population of

sovern] hundred millions, for the simple reason that it

is capable of sustaining that number. And it looks as

if the larger proportion of it would be urban. There
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con be no indefinite incrense of our agricultural popu-
lation. Its growth must needs be slow after the farms
are nll taken, and it is necessarily limited; but the
cities may go on doubling and doubling again. Unless
the growth of population is very greatly and unex-
pectedly retarded, many who arve adults to-day will
live to see 200,000,000 inhabitants in the United States,
and a number greater than our present population—
over 50,000,000—living in cities of 8,000 and upwards.
And the city of the future will be iore crowded than
that of to-day, because the clevator makes it possible
to build, as it were, one city above another. Thus is
our civilization multiplying and focalizing the elements
of anarchy and destruction. Nearly forty years ago
De Tocqueville wrote: “I look upon the size of cer-
tain American cities, and especially upon the nature of
their population, as a renl danger which threatens the
socnrity of the democratic republics of the New World.”
That danger grows more yesl and immivent every
year.

And this poril, like the others which have been dis-
cussed, peculiarly threatens the West. The time will
doubtless come when a majority of the great cities of
the country will be west of the Mississippi. This will
yesult naturally from the greater eventual population
of the Weost; but, in addition to this fact, what has
been pointed out must not be forgotten, that agricul-
ture will occupy a much smaller place relatively in the
industries of the West than in those of the Itast, be-
causo a much smaller proportion of the land is arable.
Tho vast region of the Roclty Mountains will be inhab-
ited chicfly by amining and manufacturing population,
and such populations live in cities.

1. In gathering up the results of the foregoing dis-
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cussion of these several perils, it should be remarked
that to preserve republican institutions requires a
higher average intelligence and virtue among large
populations than among small. The government of
3,000,000 people was a simple thing compared with the
government of 50,000,000; and the governmment of
50,000,000 is a simple thing compared with that of
500,000,000. There are many men who can conduct o
small business successfully who are utterly ineapable
of managing large interests. In the latter there are
multiplied relations whose harmony must be preserved.
A mistake is farther reaching. It has, as it were, a
longer leverage. This is equally true of the business
of government. The man of only average ability and
intelligence discharges creditably the duties of mayor
in his little town; but he would fail utterly atthe head
of the state or the nation. If the people are to gov-
crn, they must grow more intelhgent ag tho popula-
tion and the compliculions of government increase.
And a higher morality is even more essential. As civ-
ilization increases, as society becomes more complex,
as labor-saving machinery is multiplied and the divis-
ion of labor becomes more minute, the individual be-
comes more fractional and dependent. Every savago
possesses all the Imowledge of his tribe. Throw him
upon his own resources, and he is self-sufficient. A
civilized man in like circumstances would perish. The
savage is independent. Civilize him, and he becomes
dependent; the nove civilized, the more dependent.
And, as men become more dependent on each other,
they should be able to rely more implicitly on each
other. More complicated and multiplied rolations ro-
quire o more delicate conscience and a stronger senso
of justice. And any foilure in character or conduct
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under such conditions is farther reaching and more
disastrous in its results.

Is our progress in morals and intelligence at all
cowparable to the growth of population? TFrom
1870 to 1880 illiteracy decreased. While population
.ncreased thirty per cent., the illiterate increased omly
ten per cent. Thero were in the United States, in
1880, 1,908,801 illiterate voters, *“ genuine agnostics,”
who cannot write their own name. At present, only
one voter in six is illiterate; but, judging from a report
of the Senate Committee on Education, the proportion
will soon increase. That committee estimates the
school population of the United States at 18,000,000,
of which number 7,500,000, or five-twelfths of the
whole, are growing up in absolute ignorance of the
Lnglish alphabet.” The nation’s illiteracy has not
been discussed, because it is not one of the perils
which peculiarly threaten the West; but any one who
would calculate our political horoscope must allow it
great influence in connection with the baleful stars
which are in the ascendant. DBut the danger which
arisex from the corruption of popular morals is much
greater.  The republics of Greece and Rome, and, if I
mistalie not, all the republics that have ever lived and
died, were more intelligent at the end than at the be-
ginning ; but growing intelligence could not compen-
sate decaying morals. What, then, is our moral prog-
ress? Are popular morals as sound as they were
twenty, or even ten, years ago? There is, perhaps, no
better index of genernl morality than Sabbath observ-
ance ; and everybody knows there has been a great in-
crease of Sabbatll desceration in ten years. There
was three times ag much intoxicating lquor used per
caput in the United States in 1883 as there was in
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1840. Says the Rev. S. W. Dike:* “TIt is safe to say
that divorce has been doubled, in proportion to mar-
riages or population, in most of the Northern States
within thirty years. Present figures indicate a stil
greater increase.” And President Woolsey, spealing
of the United States, says: T “On the whole, there can
be little, if any question, that the ratio of divorces to
marriages or to population exceeds that of any country
in the Christiaon world.” While the population in-
creased thivty per cent. from 1870 to 1880, the number
of criminals in the United States increased 82.33 per
cent. It looks very much as if existing tendenciey-
were in the direction of the dead-line of vice. The
city, wealth, socialism, intemperance, Mormonism,
Romanism, and immigration are all increasing nore
rapidly than the population. dre poprular mor-
als likely to tmprove under their increasing tnflu-
ence ?

9. The fundamental idea of popular government is
the distribution of power. Itlas been the struggle of
liberty for ages to wrest power from the hands of one
or the few, and lodge it in the hands of the many.
We have secen, in the foregoing discussion, that cen-
tralized power is rapidly growing. The “boss” mnakes
his bargain, and sells his ten thousand or fifty thous-
and voters as if they were so many cattle. Centralized
wealth is centralized power; and the capitalist and
corporation find many ways to control votes. The
liquor power controls thousands of votes in every con-
siderable city. The president of the Mormon church
casts, say, sixty thousand votes. The Jesuits are all
under the command of one man in Washington. The

t Princeton Review, March, 1884, p. 170
t North Asnerican Revicw, April, 1883, p. 814,
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Catholic vote is moro or less perfectly controlled by
the priests. 'That means that the Popo can dictate
some hundreds of thousands of votes in the United
States. Is there anything unrepublican in all this?
And we must remember that, if present tendencies
continue, these figures will be greatly multiplied in the

future.  And not only is this immense power lodged

in the hand of one mau, which in itself is perilous, but
it is wielded without the slightest reference to any
policy or principle of government, solely in the inter-
ests of a church or a business, or for personal ends.
The result of a national election may depend on a
single state; the vote of thut state may depend on 2

~single city ; the vole of that city may depend on a

“Dboss,” or a capitalist, or a corporation; or the elec-
tion may be decided, and the policy of the government
may be reversed, by the socialist, or liquor, or Romish,
or immigrant vole.

It wmatters not by what name we call the man who
wields this centralized power—whether king, czar, pope,
president, capitalist, or boss. Just so far as it is abso-
lute and irresponsible, it is dangerous.

3. These several dangerous elements are singularly
netted together, and serve to strengthen each other.
It is not necessary to prove that any one of them is
likely to destroy owr national life, in order to show
that it is lmperiled. A man may die of wounds no one
of which is fatal. No sober-minded man can look
fairly at the facts, and doubt that together these perils
constitute an array which seriously threatens our free
institutions ; especially in view of the fact that their
strength is concentrating in the West, where our de-
fenso i3 wealkest.

Thoso dangerous clements aro now working, and will
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continue to work, incalculablo harmn and loss—moral,
intellectual, social, pecuniary. But the supreme peril,
which will certainly come, eventually, and must proba-
bly be faced by multitudes now living, wiil arise, when,
the conditions having been fully prepared, some great
industrial or other crisis precipitates an open struggle
between the destructive and the conservative clemenls
of society. As civilization advances, and society be-
comes more highly organized, commercial transactions
will be more complex and immense. As a result, all
business relations and industries will be more sensi-
tive. Commercial distress in any great business center
will the more surely create wide-spread disaster.
Under such conditions, industrial paralysis 1s likely to
occur from time to tine, more general and more pros-
trating than any lerctofore Jmown. When such a
commercial crisis has closed factories by the fen thou-
sand, and wage-workers have been thrown out of em-
ployment by the million; when the public lands, which
hitherto at such tiines have affordec relief, are all ex-
hausted ; when our urban population has been mnulli-
plied several fold, and our Cincinnatis have become
Chicagos, our Chicagos New Yorks, and our New
Yorks Londons; when class antipathies are deepened ;
when socialistic organizations, armed and drilled, aro
in every city, and the ignorant and vicious power of
crowded populations has fully found ilself ; when tho
corruption of city governments is grown apace; wh.en
crops fail, or some gigantic “corner” doubles the price
of bread ; with starvation in the home ; with idle work-
men gathered, sullen 'and desperate, in the saloons;
with unprotected woalth at hand; with the tremendous
forces of chemistry within casy reach ; then, with the
opportunity, the means, the fit agents, the motive, the
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CHAPTER XIII.

THE ANGLO-SAXON AND THE WORLD'S FUTURE.™

Every race which has deeply impressed itself on the
human famnily hag been the representative of some
great idea—one or more—which has given direction to
the nation’s life and form to its civilization. Among
the Egyptians this seminal idea wns life, mmnong the
Persians it was light, anong the Hebrews it was pu-
rity, smong the Greeks it was beauty, among the Ro-
mans it was law. The Anglo-Saxon is the representa-
tive of two great ideas, which are closely related. One
of them is that of civil liberty. Nearly all of the civil
liberty in the world is enjoyed by Anglo-Saxons: the
English, the British colonists, and the people of the
TUnited States. To some, like the Swiss, it is permitted
by the sufferance of their neighbors; others, like the
TFrench, have experimented with it; but, in modern
times, the peoples whose love of liberty has won it, and
whose genius for self-government has preserved it,
have been Anglo-Saxons. The noblest races have al-
ways been lovers of liberty. That love ran strong in
early Geerman blood, and has profoundly influenced the
institutions of all the branches of the great German
family ; but it was left for the Anglo-Saxon branch
fully to rccognize the right of the individual to him-
self, and formally to declare it the foundation stone of
government,

The other great idea of which the Anglo-Saxon is the

* 1t s only just to say that the substanco of this chapter was given to the
publicas a lecture some three years beforo the appoarance of Prof. Ifiske's
t“ Manlfest Destiny,” lu larper’s Megazine, for March, 18385, which contalng
some of the same ldens.
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than one-third of the eartl’s surface, and more than
onedourth of its people. And if this race, while grow-
g from 6,000,000 Lo 100,000,000, thus guined posses-
ston of o thivd portion of Lhe carth, is it to e supposed
that when it nuness 1,000,000,000, it will lose the dis-
position, or lack the power to extend its sway?

This race is mulliplying not only more rapidly thau
any other Buropeau race, but far more rapidly than ail
the races of continental Jhwrope. There is no exact
knowledge of the population of FEurope early in the
century ; we know, however, that the increase on the
continent during the ten yoars from 1870 to 1880, was
.89 per cent. Il this rate of increase is sustained for
a century (nud it is move likely to fall, as Turope be-
comes more crowded), the population on the continent
1 1980 will be 534,000,000; while the one Anglo-Saxon
race, if it should ultiply for a hundved years as it in-
creased from 1870 to 1880, would, in 1980, number
1,343,000,000 souls; Lut we cannot reasonably expect
this ratio of incrense to be sustained so long. What,
then, will be the probable numbers of this race a hun-
dred years hence? Inattempting to answer this ques-
tion, several things must be borne in mind. Hereto-
fore, the great causes which have operated to check
the growth of population in the world have been war,
famine, nnd pestilence; but, among civilized peoples,
these causes are Dhecoming constantly less operative.
Paradoxical as it seems, the invention of more destiue-
tive weapons of war renders war less destructive;
comerce and wealth have removed the fear of famine,
and peslilenco is haing hrought more and more under
control by medical skill and sanitary science. More-
over, Anglo-Saxons, with tho cexception of the people
of Great Britain, who now compose only o little more
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than one-third of this race, are much less exposed to
these checlks upon growth than the races of Euro‘pe.
Again, Burope is crowded, and is constantly becoming
more so0, which will tend to reduce continually the
ratio of increase ; while nearly two-thirds of the Anglo-
Saxons occupy lands which invite almost unlimited ex-
pansion—the United States, Canada, Australia, and
South Africa. Again, emigration from Furope, which
is certain to increase, is chiefly into Anglo-Saxon coun-
tries; while these foreign elements exert a modifying
influence on the Anglo-Saxon stock, their descendants
are certain to be Anglo-Sazonized. From 1870 to
1880, Germany lost 987,000 inhabitants by emigration;
in one generation, their children will be counted
Anglo-Saxons. This race has been undergoing an uu-
paralleled expansion during the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries, and the conditions for its continued
growth are singularly favorable. o
We are now prepared to ask what light statistics
cast on the future. In Great DBritain, from 1840 to
1850, the ratio of increase of the population was 2.49
per cent.; during the next ten years it was 5.44 per
cent.; the next ten years, it was 8.60; and from 1870
to 1880, it was 10.57 per cent. That 1s, for forty years
the ratio of increase has been rapidly rising. It 18 not
unlikely to continue rising for some time to come;
but, remembering that the population is dense,
making our estimate for the next hundred years, we
will suppose the ratio of increase to be only one-half
a3 large as that from 1870 to 1880, which would make
the population in 1980, 57,000,000. All the great
colonies of Britain, except Cavada, whicli has a greab
future, show a very Ligh ratio of inereaso in populn-
tion; that of Australia, from 1870 to 1880, was 50,50
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per cent.; that of South Africn was 73.28. It is quite
reﬂ.sonabl? to suppose that the colonies, taken to-
g_rether, will double their population once in twenty-
five yenrs for the next century. In the United States
population has, on the average, doubled once in tweni
ty-five years since 1685. Adopting this 1atio, then
for the English colonies, their 11,000,000 in 188’0 wili
be 176,000,000 in 1980. Turning now to our own
country, wo find in the following table the ratio of in-

ig%rz]se of population for each decade of years since

T'rom 1800 to 1810......... 36.38 per cent.

“ 1810 <« 1820......... 34.80 « o«
“ 1820 « 1830......... 8311 « «
“ 1830 « 1840......... 32.66 « «
“ 1840 « 1850...,..... 35.87 « o«
“ 1850 « 1860......... 3558 « o«
“ 1860 < 1870......... 92.50 « o«

“ 1870 ¢ 1880.........30.06 ¢ «

Here we see o falling ratio of increase of about one
per cen.t. every ten years from 1800 to 1840—a period
when immigration was inconsiderable. Durine the
next twenty years the ratio was decidedly hi«rhet;' be-
cause of a large hmmigration. It fell off chﬁ'iurr’ the
:wnr,.and again arose from 1870 to 1880. Incrt:msed
immigration is likely to sustain this high ratio of in-
crease for somne time to come. If it should continue
for a hundred years, our population in 1980 would be
GDI'T,UUO,OOO‘ But suppose we take no account of im-
migration, feaving it to oflset any unforeseen choeck
upon growth, wo ay infer from e fivst forty yedrs
of the camary that the valio of inerease would not fall
more than aboul oue por cend. every ben yeurs. De-
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ginning, then, with an increase of thirty per cent. from
1880 to 1890, and adopting this falling ratio of in-
erease, our population in 1980 would be 480,000,000,
making the total Anglo-Saxon population of the woild,
at that time, 713,000,000, as compared with 534,000,000
inhabitants of continental Furope. And it should be
remembered that these figures represent the largest
probable population of Europe, and the smallest prob-
able numbers of the Anglo-Saxon race. It is not un-
likely that, before the close of the next century, this
race will outnumber all the other civilized races of the
world. Does it not look as if God were not only pre-
paring in our Anglo-Saxon civilization the die with
which to stamp the peoples of the carth, but asif he
were also massing Dehind that die the mighty power
with which to press it? My confidence that this race
is eventually to give its civilization to mankind is not
based on mere numbers—China forbid! I look for-
ward to what the world has never vet seen united in
the same race; viz., the greatest numbers, and the high-
est civilization.

There can be no reasonable doubt that North dwmer-
ica is to be the great home of the Anglo-Sason, the
principal seat of his power, the center of his life and
influence. Not only does it constitute seven-elevenths,
of his possessions, but his empire is unsevered, while
the remaining four-elevenths are fragmentary andscat-
tered over the earth. Australia will have a great pop-
ulation ; but its disadvantages, as compared with North
America, are too manifest to need mention. Owr con-
tinent Lins room and resources and climabe, ib lies b
the pathway of the nations, it belongs to the zone of
power, and aleady, among Anglo-Saxons, do wo Tend
in population and wealth.  Of Iingland, Franklin onco



