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PREFACE

Learning about the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches is not easy. No
comprehensive history has been written. Only a few of the founders remain active. No seminary offers a
course tailored to it. Months or vears of participation, informal contacts, and overhearing the scuttlebutt
are usually required. The "Congregational History and Polity" course is designed to accelerate the
learning curve by immersing the student in modem Congregationalism's traditions and practices, as well
as in the more comprehensive Congregational story.

We see this as essential for seminarians seeking a firm foundation in the community they are
preparing to serve. Equally important is educating the many ministers who come to Congregationalism
from other traditions. Church members seeking a better understanding of their faith may also appreciate a
package that brings widely scattered materials together.

The first volume, for instance, of Readings in the History and Polity of the National Association
of Congregational Christian Churches collects Congregational reflections of the nature of the church(es)
as recorded in the Congregationalist magazine. The articles collected are neither comprehensive nor
definitive; we are not even certain to what extent they are representative. What can, however, be said is
that the authors are men and women active in the Association whose views the magazine's editors deemed
worthy of distribution.

At the very least the readings collected inform the reader of the parameters of discussion within
the NACCC. They will additionally provide an introduction to leaders of the Congregational way and
hopefully some insight into this movement's peculiar contribution to the Body of Christ.

This project is in its early stages. We would appreciate your suggestions and notice of our errors

and omissions.

Rev. Dr. Arlin T. Larson, editor
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INTRODUCTION

Though of paramount importance to the sixteenth century founders of Congregationalism,
and to the twentieth century founders of the National Association of Congregational Christian
Churches, polity concerns have never constituted the sole focus of Congregationalism.
Congregationalists have been deeply involved in the full range of American intellectual, cultural,
social, and political life. The Supplementary Readings will engage you in this wider scope of
concerns. Most are excerpted from longer works, hoping to give the flavor of the authors’ style
and letting them define the issues in their own terms. Perhaps you will want to follow up with the
complete version of some. The Congregational Library in Boston is available to help you find
documents that are no longer in print.

These authors expressed concerns and views in ways considered exemplary or definitive
by their contemporaries. It behooves us to pay attention. To understand earlier sections of the
path we are now on. To gain insight into contemporary situations. Perhaps even to be wakened to
issues and modes of understanding to which our ancestors were better attuned than we. Are
certain actual events the will and action of God & others not? When, for example, Edward
Johnson marvels at the “Wonder-working Providence of Zion’s Savior,” which he sees at work
in the Puritan migration, it makes our contemporary sense of God’s working seems vague &
indefinite. As mainline Protestantism is challenged by Pentecostalism and evangelicalism, the
early Congregationalists’ focus on conversion and church membership again becomes relevant.
Urbanism, multiculturalism, immigration? We have still not resolved the issues attended to by
Josiah Strong and Washington Gladden.

Some works may feel vaguely alien, even objectionable, from a twentieth century
perspective. It could be literary style. The use of “f” for “s” and “v” for “u” (and vice versa), the
“thee’s” and “thou’s” of the seventeenth and eighteen centuries. Or it may be more substantive.
Jonathon Edward’s “angry God.” William Ellery Channing’s debunking of traditional doctrines.
Josiah Strong’s celebration of (and challenge to) the “Anglo-Saxon” race. The point, however, is
not so much to judge as to understand the depth and scope of Congregational faith, and to
appreciate its enormous creativity. Hopefully to let our minds be expanded by our forebearers
and join the dialogue with them in contemporary circumstances.

3/99
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CHAP L

HE Divine Eftablifiment in Providence

of the fore-named Churches in their
Order is apparently the Royal aifenc of the
fupream Monarch of the Churches, to the
grave Decifions of Reafun in favour of Mans
Natural ftate of Being, and Original Free-
dom. For it we fhould make a new Survey
of the Confticution betore named under the
brightelt Light of Nature, there is no greas

wer

New-England  Vixdicated. 31
ter Bxample ot nacural Wildom in any fet-
tlement on Barth 3 for the prelenc and fu-
ture fecurity of Humane Beings in all that
is moft Valuable and Grand, then in this
That it feems to me as though Wife and
Provident Nature by the Diltates of Right
Reafon excited by the moving Suggeftions of
Humanity 3 and awed with the juft demands
ot Natural Libertie, Equity, Equality, and
Principles of Self-Prelervacion, Originally drew
up the Scheme, and then obrained the Royal
Approbation. And certainly it is agreeable
that we attribute it to God whether we re-
ceive it nexcdy from Reafon or Revelation,
for that each 13 equally an Emanation of his
Wifdom, Prov. 20. 27. The Spiric of Man is
the Candle of the Lord, fearching al) the in-
ward parts of the Belly. There be many
Jarger Volumns in this dark Recels called
the. Belly to be read by that Candle God has
Light up. And | am very well alfured the
fore named Confticution is a Tranlcripe ouc
of fome of their Pages, Joh. 1. 4, 9. And
the Life was the Light of Men, which Lighteth
tvery Man which comcth into the World. This
admirable Effe@ ot Chrifts Creating Power
m hanging out fo many Lights to guide man
through adark \World, is as Applicable to
the Laght ot Reafon, as to that of Revelasi-
on. For that the Light of Reafon as a Law
and Rule of Right, is an Eife& of Chrift's
rocdnels, care aud creating Power, as well

as
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2 Church Government of
as of Revelation ; though Revelation s Nay
tures Law in a fairer and brighter Edition
This is granted by the London Minifters, 2.
8. C. 3. ¢ That, thac which is evident by,and
¢ confonant to the true Light of Nacure, or
¢ Natural Reafon, is to be accounted, Fur
¢ Divino, in macters of Religion. But in the
furcher and more diftintk management of chis
Plea 5 1 fhall,

1. Lay before the Reader feveral Principles
Natural Knowledge.

2. Apply or Improve them in Ecclefiaftical
affairs.

3. Inferr from the Premiles, a Demonftra-
tion thac thele Churches, if not properly
Formed ; yet are fairly Eftablilhed in their
prefent Order by the Law of Nacure,

CHAP IL

. Shall difclole feveral Principles of Na-

I tural Koowledge 5 plainly dilcovering
the law of Nature ; or the true fenciments
ot Narural Realon, with Relpeét to Mans Be-
ing and Government. And in this Eifay I
thall peculiarly confine the dilcourfe to two
heads, viz.

1. OF the Nactural [ in diftin&ion to the
Civil Jand then, ,

2. Ot the Civil Being ot Mau. And 1
fhall Principally take Baron Puffendorff for my
Cluef Guiue and Spokef-man.

1. 1

New-England Pindicated.

1. 1 thall confiser Man in 2 flate of Na-
tural Being, as 2 Free-Born Subje& under the
Crown of Heaven, and owing Homage to none
but Gnd bimfelf. It iz certain Civil Govern-
ment in General, is a2 very Admirable Refult
of Providence, and an Incomparable Benefrt
to Man-kind, yet muft needs be acknow-
ledged to be the Effe@ of Humane Free-
Compatts and not of Divine Inflitution ; it
ix the Produce of Mans Realon, of Humane
and Rational Combvinations, and not trom
any dire®t Orders of Infinice Wifdom, in any
pofitive Law wherein is drawn up this or
that Scheme of Civil Government. Govern-
ment { fays the Lord Warrineron} is necefla-
ry ---- in that no Society of Men can fub-
fift wichout it 3 and that Particular Form of
Government is necaflary which beft fuits the
Temper and Inclination of 2 People.  No-
thing can be Gods Ordinance, but what he
has particularly Declared to bte- fuch; there
isno particular Form of Civil Government
delcribed in Gods Woard, neither does Nature
prompt it. The Government of the Femws
was changed five Times. Government is not
formed by Nature, as other Births or Pro-
dudtions ; Ific were, it would be the fame in
all Countries 3 becaufe Nature keeps the fame
Metchod, in the (ame thing, n all Climaces.
It 2 Common Weal:h be chanced into a Mo-
narchy, is ic Nature chac forms, acd brinas
fusch che Monarch ? Or if a Royal Fumily

@ be
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wholly Extin& [ as in Neah’s Cafe, heing not
Heir Apparent from Defcent frem Adam )
is it Nature that muit go to work [ with
the King Bees, who themfelves alone preferve
the Royal Race in that Empire ] to Breed
2 Monarch before the People can have a
King, or a Government fent over them ? And
thus we muft leave Kings to Refolve which
i their beft Title to their Crowns, whether
Natural Right, or the Confiitution of Go-
vernment fettled by Humane Compa&s, uns
der the Dire&ion and Condu& of Reafon.
But to proceed under the head of a State of

Natural Being, 1 fhall more diftinttly Explain-

the State of Humane Nature in its Original
Capacity, as Man is placed on Earth by his
Maker, and Cloathed with many Inveftitures,
and Immunities which properly belong to
Man feparately confidered. As,

1. The Brime Immunity in Mans State, is
that he is moft properly the Subjett of the
Law of Nature. He is the Favourite Ani-
mal on Earth; in chac this Part of Gods I-
mage, viz. Reafon is Congenate wich his Nas
ture, wherein by a Law lmmutable, Inftampt
upon his Frame, God has provided a Rule
for Men in ull their Actiuns, obliging each
one to the performange of that which 15
Right, not cnly as to Juftice, but likewile as
ro all ather Moral Vertues, the which is no-
rhing but thic Dictate ot Right Reafon founda
ed in the seul of Mui ALy, Di AMao,

Pref.

New-England Pindicared. 35
Pref. That which isto be dtawn from Maus
Reafon, flowing from the true Current of
that Faculty, when unperverted, may be faid
to be the Law of Nature ; on which account,
the Holy Scriptures declare it wtitten on
Mens bearts. For being indowed with a
Soul, you may know from your felf, how, and
what you ought to a@&, Rom. 2. 14 TFhefd
baving wot & Law, are a Law fv themfelver,
So that the meaning is, when we acknow-
ledge the Law of Nature to be the di&ard
of Right Reafon, we muft mean that the
Underftanding ot Man is Endowed with fuch
a power, as to be able, from the Comtempla-
tion of hurmmane Condition to difcover a ne-
ceffity ol Living agreeably with this Law:
And likewife to find out fome Principle, by
which the Preceptg of it, may be clearly and
folidly Demonftrated. The way to dilcover
the Law of Nature in our own ftate, i8 by a
narrow Watch, and accurate Costemplation
of our Natural Condition, and propenfions.
Others fay this is the way to find out the Law
of Nature. feil. [f a Man any ways doubts,
whether what he is going to do to another
Man be agreeable to the Law of Nature, then
let him fappote himlfelf to be in that other
Mans Room; And by this Rule efféltually
Executed. A Man muft be a very dull Scho-
lar to Nature not to make Proficiency in the
Knowledge ot her Laws. But more Parcicu-
larly in pusiuing our Condiden for the il

Ca
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covery of the Law of Natvre, this is very
obvious to view, wz.

1. A Principle of Self-Love,& Self-Preferva.
tion, is very predominant in every Mans Being,

2. A Sociable Diipofition.

3. An Affe&ion or Love to Man-kind i
General. And to give fuch Sentiments the
force of a Law, we muft fuppofe a God whe
takes care of all Mankind, and has thugs
obliged each one, as a Subje@ of higher
Principles of Being, then meer Inftinds. For
that all Law properly confidered, fuppofesa
capable Subje&, and a Superiour Power ;
And the Law of God which is Binding, is
publithed by che Didtates of Right Reafon as
other ways : Therefore fays Plutarch, To fol-
low God and obey Reafon ss the fame thing, But
moreover that God has Eftablifhed the Law
of Nature, as the General Rule of Govern-
ment, is further llluftrable from the many
Sanétions in Providence, and from the Peace

and Guilt of Confcience in them that either -

obey, or violate the Law of Nature. But
moreover, the foundation of the Law of Na-
ture with relation to Government, may be
thus Difcovered. fuil. Maanis a Creature ex-
treamly deficous of his own Prefervation ; of
himfelt he is plaimy Expoled to many Wants,
unalie to fecure his own fafety, and Mainte-
nance without the Aflitance of his feilows
and be is allo able of returning Kindnels by
the furtherance of mutual Good 3 But yet
Manis elven found ta be Malicious, Infolenr.

New-England Vindicated. 37
and eafily Provoked, and as powerful in Ef-
feting milchief, as he is ready in defigning
it. Now that fuch a Creaturemay be Pre-
ferved, it is neceffary thact he be Sociable ;
that is, that he be capable and difpofed to
unite himfelf to thofe of his own fpecies, and
to Regulate himfelf towards them, that they
may have no fair Reafon to do him harm
but racher incline to promote his Interefts,
and fecure his Rights and Concerns. This
then is a Fundamental Law of Nature,
that every Man as fac as in him lies, do main-
tain a Sociablenefs with others, agreeable
with the main end and difpofition of humane
Nacture in general. For this is very upparent,
that Reafon and Society render Man the moft
potent of all Creatures. And Finally, from
the Principles of Sociablenefs it follows as u
fundamental Law of Nature, that Man is not
fo \Wedded to his own Intereft, buc thac he
an make the Comman good the mark of his
Aim : And bence he becomes Capacicaced to
enter into a Civil State by the Law of Nu-
te 5 for without this property in Nature,
“. Sociablenefs, which is for Cementing of
parts, every Government would foon moulder
g dilfolve.

2. The Second Great Immunity of Man

s an Original  Liberty Inftampt “wpon his

Rational Nasure. He that  intrudes  up-

on this Liberty, Violates the Law ot Na-

ture.  In  this Dilcousfe I fhall  wave
C3
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ths Confiteration of Mans Moral Turpitude
but fhatt view him Phyfically as 2 Creaturs
which God has made and furnithed eilpntie
afly with many Enobling [mmunities, which
render him the moft Auguft Animal in the
World, and i), whatever has happened fince
his Creatlen, he remains at the upper-end of
Nature, and as fuch §5 2 Creature of a very
Noble Chara&er. For as to his Dominion,
the whole frame ot the Liwer Part of the
Univerfe s devated to his ufe, and at hg
Command ; and his Liberty under the Cone
du& of Right Reafon, is equal with his truft.
Which Liberty may be briefly Confidered,
Internally as to his Mind, and Externally as te
his Penfon.

1. The Internal Native Liberty of Mam
Nacure in general impHes, a faculty of Doing
or Omitting things according to the Dire&ion
of his judgment. Butin 2 more fpecial mean-
inz, this Liberty does not coufift in a loofe
and ungovernable Freedom, or in an unbound-
ed Licence of A&ing Such Licence is difa
greeing with the conditiby and djgnity of Man,
and would make Man of a lower'and meanet
Conftiturion then Bruit Crearures; whb in all
the'r Liberties are kept under a better apd
more Rational Government, by their Inftinés
Therefore as Plutarch 1ays, Thafe Perfons only
whe live in Obedience ta Reafon, are worthy 1
be accounved free : They alone live as they Wil
who have Learmt whar sbey oughs t¢ WOl S

New-England Visdicated 19

that the true Natural Liberty of Man, fuch
as really and truely agrees to him, muft be
wnderftosd, as he is Guided and Reftrained
by the Tyes of Reafon, and Laws of Nature;
all the reft is Brutal, ifmot worle.
2. Mans Bxternal Perfonal, Natural Liber-
ty; Antecedent to all Humune parts, or Al-
liances muft i{o be rohfidered. And fo eve-
v Man muft be conceived to be perfedtly
in his own Power and difpofal,and not to be
controuled by the Authority of any other.
And thus every Man, muft be acknowvledged
equal to every Man, fince all Subjedtion and
atl Command are equally banifhed on both
fides 1 and confidering ail Men thus at Liber-
ty, every Man has 2 Prerogative to Judge for
himfelf, »iz« What fhall be moft for his Be~
hoof, l-]appinefs and Well-being.

3. The Third Capiral Immunity belanging
to Mans Nature, is an equality amongft Men;
Which is not to be denyed by the Law of
Nature, til Man has Refizned himf{elf with
all his Rights for the fake ot a Civil State ;
and then his Perfonal Liberty and Equality
is to be cherifhed, and prelerved to the high-
eft degree, as will confift with all juft diftincti-
ons amongt Men of Honour, and fhall be a-
greeable with the publick Good. For Man
hu a high valuation of him(elf, and the
pafflon feems to lay its fislt foundation ['nqc
in Pride, but § reaily in the high and admi-
rable Frame and Conftitution of Homane

C 4 Nature.
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Natpre. The Word Man, 1 ys my Author,
is thought to carry femewhar of Dignity in
its found ; and we coromonly make nfe of
this as the mft proper and prevailing Ar-
gument againt a rude Inlulrer, viz: Jam noe
4 Bealt or a Dog, but am 4 Man as wcll as your
Jelf,  Since then Humune Niture 3grees o-
qually with all perfous ; and fince no one
can live a2 Sociabe Life with another that
does not own or Relped him asa Man; it
follows as a Command of the Law of Na-
ture, that every Man Efteem and treat anoe
ther as ong who js nawrally his Equal. or
who'ijs a Man as well as he. There be ma-
ny popular, or plaufible Reafons that greaily
Nuftrate chis Equality, viz. that we ali De-
rive our Beipg from one ftock, the fame
Common Faiher of humane Race. On this
Confideration Barhius checks the pride o
the Infulting Nobilicy.

Ouid Genut et Proaves Strepitis §
s Primordia Veilra,
Auteremque ‘Devm Spellas,
Nullus Degener Expat

Nifs witiis Pepra fovens,
Proprium Defirat Orturn,

Fondly our firff Defcent we Boaft s
Ly whence ar firfd wur Breath. me Dren,
The common [prings of Liie we witw,
Yu: Airy Naien fgsn is Loft,
The

New-England Fiidicatdd. 41

The eAlmighty made us equal all
But he thas [levifhly complyes
To do the ‘Drudgery of Vice,

Denyes bis bigh Original.

And alfo that our Bodies are Compofed
of mateer, frall, brictle, and Jyable to be de-
ftroyed by thouland Accidents ; we all owe
our Exiftence to the fame Mechod of propa-
gation. The Nobleft Mortal in his Entrance
on to the Stage of Life, is not diftinguifhed
by any pomp or of paflage from the laweft
of Mankind 5 and our Life haftens to the
fame General Mark : Death oblerves no Ce-
remony, but Knocks as loud at the Barriers
ot the Court, as at the Doar of the Cottage.
This Equality being admitted, bears a very
great force in maintaining Peace and Friend-
fhip amonyt Men. For that he who would
ule the Afliftance of others, m promoting his
own Advantage, ought as freely to be at thair
fervice, when they wanc his help on the like
Qccafions. One Good turn R pquires mvotber,
is the Common Proverb; for otherwile he
muft need efteem others unequal to bimfelf,
who conftantly demands their Aid, &nd as
conftantly denies his own. And whoever is
of this Infolent Temper, cannot but highly
difpleate thofk about him, and foon give Oc-
cafion of the Breach ot the Common Feace.

It was a Manly Reproof which Charadacus
gave
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gave the Rumans. Num Si vos Omnibus &e.
What ! becaufe you defire to be Mafters of
all Men, does it follow therefore that alj
Men fhould defice to be your Slaves, for
that it is a Command of Natures Law, that
no Man that has not vbtained a particular
and fpecial Right, fhall arrogate to himfelf
A !_.arg._er {hare then his fellows, but fhall ad-
mit others to equal Priviledees wich himielf.
So that the Principle of Exuality in a Na-
tural State, is peculiarly tranigrefled by Pride,
which 15 when a Man wichout fufficient rea-
fon- prefers him(e!f to others. And though
as Menfins, Paraplrafds upon Arifferle’s Poli-
ticks to this Purpole. wix. Nothing is more fui-
table to Nature, then that thofe who FExcel in
UnderStanding and Prudence, fhguld Rule and Con-
troul thofe who are tefs happy 'in thoft Advantages,
&c. Yer we muft note, that there is rocm
for an Anfwer, fril. That it would be the
greateft abfurdicy rto believe, that Natore
actually Invelts the Wile wich a Sovereiguity
over the weak ; .or with a Right of forcing
them againft their \Wills ; for that no Sove-
reignty can te Eftablithed, unlefs fome Hu-
mane Deed, or Covenant Precede :  Nor dues
Natural finels tor Government make a Man
prelently Sovernour aver another 3 fur that
as Ulpian fays, by & Nawural Rih: all Men are
bern free 5 and Nature having fet all Men upan
a level und made them Liquals, no Servicude
or Subpdion can be conceived .withiout Ine-

quality 3

New-England Pindicated. 33
quality 5 and this cannot be made without
Ufurpation or Fotce in others, or Volun-
tary Compliance in thofe who Refign their
freedom, and give away their dJegree of Na-
tural Being And thus we come,

2. To confider Man in a Civil State of Being
wherein we (hall oblerve the great difference
beewen a Natural, and Political State ; for in
the Latter State many Great difproportions
appear, or at leaft many obvious diftintions
ar¢ foon made amonglt Men 3 which Doétrine
is to be laid open under a few heads.

1. Every Man confidered in a Natural State,
muft be allowed to be Free, and at his own
difpofe 3 yet to fuit Mins Inclinations to Soci-
ety 5 And in a peculiar manner to gratify the
neceffity he is in of publick Rule and Order, he
is Impelled to enter into a Civil Community 3
and Diveits himfelf of his Natural Freedom,
and puts himfelf under Government; which a-
monglt other things Comprehends the Power
of Life and Death over Him; together with Au-
thority to Injoyn him fome things to which he
has an utter Averfation, and to prohibit him
other things, for which he may have as ftrong
an Inclination 3 fo that he may be often under
this Authority, obliged to Sacrifice his Private,
for the Publick Good. So that though Man
is inclined to Society, yet he is driven toa
Combination by great neceflity. For that the
true and leading Caufe of forming Governments,
and yielding vp Natural Liberty, and throw-
ing Mans Eqoality into a Common Pile to be
new Caft by the Rules of fellowfhip ; was really

and truly to guard themlclves againit the loju-
fics



CC 40 8 9SIM

44 Qhurch Government of

ries Men were lysble to Interchangéablyy for
naoe {v Gaod to Man, as Man, and yet none
a greater Enemy, Se thar,

2, The firlt Humane Subjeét and Origical
of Civil Power is the People.” For as they have
2 Pawer every Man over himfelf in a Natural
State, {o upon 2 Combination they can and da
!)cqunt‘h_this Power unto others; and f(ettle
it according as their united difcretion fhall
Detetmine. For that this is very plain, that
when the Subjedt of Sovereign Power is quite
Extin®, that Power returns to the People a-
gain, Apd when they are free, they may (et
Pf what fpecies of Government they pleafe ; or
if they rather incline to ir, they may fublile

. into a State of Narural Being, if it be plainly

for the beft.  In the Eafers Country of the
Mogul, we have foihe refemblance of the Cale
for upon the Death of an abfulure Monarch,
thcy‘lwc fo many days without a Civil Head ;
but in that latebregnym, thofc who furvive the
Vzlczncy, are glad to get into a Civil State a-
gain 3 and ulually they are in a very Bloody
Condition when they return updgr the Covert
of 2 new Monarch’y this proje® is to indear
the People to a Tyranny, from the Experience.
tirey have fo litely had of an Anarchy.

3. The forma Reafon of Government is the
Will of a Community, yiclded np and fur-
rendred to fome other Subjeét, either of ane
Farncqlzr Perfon, or more, Conveyed in the
ollowing munner.

Let us conceive in our Mind 2 multituds of
Meo, «ll Naturally Free & Equal going about
voluntarily, to Ere@ themfelves into a new
Common-Wealth. Now their Condition being

fuch
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fuch, to bring themfeives intoa Pulitick Boay,
they muft needs Enter into divers Covenants,

1. They muft Interchangeably each Man Co-
venant to jeyn in one lafting Society, that they
may be capable to concert the meafures of their
fafety, by a Pablick Vote,

2. A Vote or Decree muflt then nextly pafs
to fet up fome Particular fpeecies of Gavern-
ment over them. And if they are jovned in
their firft Compaét vpon abfolute Terms to
ftand to the Dacifion of the frft Vote con-
cerning the Species of Goverament : Then all
are bound by the Majority to acquicfce in that
pirticular Form thereby fettled, though their
own private Opinion, incline them to fome
other Model.

3. After a Decree has fpecified the Particolar
form of Gavetnment, thes there will be need
of 2 New Covenant, whercby thofe on whom
Sovereignty is conferred, engage to take care of
the Common Peace, and Welfare. And the
Subjets on the other hand, to yield them faith-
ful Obedience. In which Covemnt is lacluied
that Submiffion and Union of Wills, bv which
2 State may be conceived to be but one Perfon.
So that the moft proper Definition of a Civil
State, is this. viz. A Civil State is 2 Compoand
Moral Perfon. whofe Will [ Unirel by thoke
Covenants before puiTed Jis the Will of alt;
to the end it muy Ufe, and Apply the Qtrzogth
and riches of Private Perfons towards miin-
taining the Common Peace, Security, and Wcll-.
being of all. Which may be conceived as tho
the whole State was now bzcome but one Min
in which the aforefiid Covenants may be fup-

pofed ander Gods Providence, fo b: the Di-
Ti0Q



2 0 6 S

46 Church Goversment of

vioe Figt, Pronounced by God, let us make
Man. And by way of refemblance the aforefaid
Being wmay be thus Anatomized.

1. The Sovercign Power is the Soul infufed,
giving Life and Motion to the whole Body.

2. Subordinate Officers are the Joyants by
which the Body moves. :

3. Wealth and Riches are the Strength.

4. Equity and Laws are the Reafon.

5. Councellors the Memory,

6. Safus Populi, or the Happinefs of the Pea-
ple, is the gnd of its Being 3 or main Buli-
nels to be attended and done;

. Concord amongft the Members, and all
Eltates, is the Health.

8. Sedition is Sicknefs, and Civil War Death.

4 The Parts of Sovercignty may be confi-
dered : 50, ’

L Asit Prcrﬁ:ribcs the Rule of A&tion : It is
rightly termed Legifatsve Poawer.

sz. As it d:tcrm%njis the Controverfies of Sub-
jefts by the Standard of thofe Rules. So is it
juflly Termed Judiciary Power.

3. As it Arms the Subje&s againlt Foreign-
ets, or forbids Haltility, fo its culled the
Power of Peace and War,

4 As it takes in Minilters for the difcharge
of Bufinefs, fo it is called the Right of Ap-
pointing Magiftrates. So that all great Officers
and Publick Servants, muft needs owe their
Original to the Creating Power of Sovercignty.
So that thofe whofe Right it is to Create, may
Diflolve the being of thofe who are Created,
unlefs they caft them into an Immortai Frame.
And yet muft needs be diffgluble if they juftly
farfeit their being to their Creators. =

S- <
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§. The Chief End of Civil Communities, is,
that Men thus conjoyned, may be fecured a.
gainlt the Injuries, they are lyable to from their
own Kind. For if every Min could fecure
himfelf fingly 3 It would be great folly for
him, to Renounce his Natoral Liberty, in which
every Man is hisown King and Protctor.

6. The Sovereign Authority befides that it
inheres in every State as in 2 Cowmon and
General Subje@®. So farther according as it
refides in fome One Perfon, or in a Council
{ confifting of fome Sele&t Perfans, or of all
the Members of a Community ] asin a pro«
per and particular Subjs¢t, fa it produceth dif-
ferent Forms of Common-wealths, viz. Such as
are either fimple and regutar, or mixr.

1. The Forms of a Regular State are three
only, which Forms arife from the proper and
particular Subjeét, in which the Supream Power
Refides.  As,

1. A D:mocracy,which is when the Sovereign
Power is Lodged in a Council confilting of all
the Members, and where every Member has the
Priviledge of 2 Vote.  This Form of Govern-
ment, appears in the greatelt part of the World
to have been the moft Anciear. For rhit Rea-
fon feems to fhew it to he moft probible; that
when Men [ being Oviztdly in a conditian of
Natural Freedom and Equality 3 had thouzhts
of jovning in a Civil Bndy, would without qael-
tion be inclined te Adminiflter their common
Affiirs, by their common Judzment,ind fo malt
neceflirily to gratifie that Inclination eftablith
2 Democracy 4 neither tan it be rationally i-
magined, that Fathers of Families being yet
Free and Independent, fhould in 2 moment, or

little
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little time take off their long delignt in govern.
fog their own Aff irs, & Devolye all upon foms
{ingle Sovereign Commander 5 for that it feemy
to have been thought more Equitable, that whag
belonged to all, fhould be minaged by ail, whes
all had entered by Compaét into one Comme-
nity, The Original of our Government, fay)
Platg, [ fpeaking of the Arhenian Common-
wealth ] was raken from the Equality of our Race.
Other States there are compofe lya’iﬁ’ermr Blao_J;
and of unequal Lines, the Confequence of whi
are difproportionable Soveraignty, Tyrannical o
Oligarchycal Sway 3 under which men live i
fuci @ manner, as to Efieem thomfelves partly
Lords, and partly Slaves to cach other. Bur we
and our Country.men, being all Born Bretbren o
the ‘{am: Mother, do not look upon our felves,n
ftand under fo hard a Relation, as that af;Lorde
and Slaves ; but the Parity of our Defeent snclim
us to keep up the like Parity by our Laws, aud
ro yield the precedency to nothing but to Superiour
Vertue and IVijdom. And moreover it _{:cms
very manifelt that moft Civil Conm‘.qnmcs a-
role at firlt from the Union of Families, that
were nearly allyed in Race and Blood.  And
though Aucient Story make frequent mention
of Kings, yet it appears that moft of thew
were fuch that had an Influznce racher in per-
{waling, then in any Power of Commanding
S Fufin dilcribes that Kind of Government,
as the molt Primitive, which Ariforfe Niles an
Heroical Kingdom. wiz. Such as is no ways
Inconfiftent with a Democratical State. D¢

Princsp. Rerx. 1. L. 1. C.
A gcmacracy is then Erefted, when a Num-
ber of Free Purfons, do Aflcmble together,
. in
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in Order to enter into 2 Covenant for Uniting
themlelves in a Body . And fuch a Preparative
Affembly hath fome appearance already of
a2 Democracy 5 it is a Democracy in Embrio ]
properly in this Refpet, that every Man hath
the Priviledge freely to deliver his Opinion
concerning the Common Affairs. Yet he who
difznts from the Vote of the Majority, is not
in the Jeaflt obliged by what they determine,
tili by a fecond Covenant, 2 Popular Form be
aftoally Eftablifhed 5 for not before then can
we Gll it a2 Democratical Government, wvig.
Till the Right of Determining all matters re-
lating to the publick Safety, is aftually placed
in 2 General Affembly of the whole People ;
or by their own Compa&t and Mutual Agree-
ment, Determine themfelves the proper Sub-
je€t for the Exercile of Sovereign Power. And
to compleat this State, and render it capable ta
Exert its Power to anfwer the End of a Civil
State : Thefe Conditions are neceffary.

t. That a certain Tine and Place be Afligned
for Affembling.

2. That when the Affemubly be Orderly mer,
a5 to Time and Place, that then the Vote of
the Majority muft pafs for the Vote of the
whole Body.

3. That Magiftrates be appointed to Exercife
the Authority of the whole for the berter dif
pitch of Bulinefs, of every days Occurrence 3
who allo may with wore Mature diligence,
fearch into morc Important Affiirs; and if in
cafe any thing happens of great:r Confequence,
may report it to rhe Affembly ; and be peca-
liarly Serviceable in putting all Pablick Decrees
into Execution. Bccasfc a large Body of Peo-

ple
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ple is almoft ufelefs in Refpeét of the falt “Ser.
vice, and-of many others, as to the more Par.
ticular Application and Exercife of Power.
Therefore it is moft agreeable with the Law of
Nature, that they Inftitute their Officers to
alt in their Name, and Stead

2. The Second Species of Regalar Govern-
ment, is an Ariftocracy 5 and this is faid then
to be Conftitnted when the People, or Affem-
bly United by a firt Covenant, and having
thereby caft themfelves into the Frl Rudi-
nrents of a State § do then by Conimon De-
cree, Devolve the Sovereign Power, on a Couns
cl confifting of fome Selet Members ; and
thefe having accepted of the Deflignmation, ars
then properly invelted with Sover¢ign Com-
mand ; and then an Ariftocracy is fornied.

3. The Third Species of a Regular Govern-
ment, is 2 Monarchy which is fettled when
the Sovereigrg Power is confered on fome one
worthy Perfon. Ic¢ differs from the former,
becaula a2 Monarch who is but one Perfon in
Natural, as well as in Moral account, & (o is fur
nithed with an Immediats Power of Exerciltng
Sovereign Command in all Inftances of Governe
ment 5 but the fore named muft needs have
Particular Time and Place afligned ; but the
Power and Authority is Equal in each.

2. Mixct Governments, which are various and
of divers kinds [ not now to be Enumerated ]
yet poffibly the fareft in the World is that
which has 2 Regular Monarchy 5 { in Diftin@i-
on to what is Difpotick ] fettled upon a Noble
D:mocracy asirs Bafis. And each pare of the
Governinent is [0 adjufted by Paés and Laws
that rendess the whoke Conftitution an Efifiume

It
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[t is faid of the Bririfh Empire, Thar it ss fueh
o Manarchyy as that by ths necellary [ubordinate
Ghwcurrence of the Lerds and Commns, sm the
Making and Repealing all Statutes or Ats cf
Parliament + st hath the main Aduvantages of
on Ariftocracy, and of a Democracy, and yet free
from the Difadvantages and Evils of eyther. It
is fuch a Monarchy, as by moft Admirable Tem-
perament affords very much to the Induftry, Li-
berty, and Happinefs of she Subjelt, and referves
enough for the Majefty avd Prerogative of anmy
King, who will own gi: People as Subjefts, not
as Slaves. It i+ a Kipgdom, thar of ol the
Kingdoms of the World, 1 moft like to tbe Kings
dom of Fefus Chrift, whafe Yeke is eafic, and Bure
den light. Prefent State of Eugiand 1/ Parg
64 p Thus having drawn np this brief Scheme
concerning Man, and the Nature of Civil Go~
vernment, he is become f{ole Subjet of §
fhall nextly proceed to waake Improvements of
the Premifes, to accommedate the maio Sub-
jet under our Conlideration.
2. [ fhall now make fome Improvement eof
the foregoing Principles of Civil - Knowledge,
fairly deduced from the Law of Natuge. And
| fhall peculiarly referr to Ecclefiafkical Af-
fiirs, whereby we may inrJ)robabili:y difcover
mote clearly the Kind, and fomething of the
Nature of that Government, which Chrift bas
lac't in and over, his Church. The Learned
Ecbares of Men, and Divine Writ f{ometimes
feems to calt fuch a2 Granduse on the Church &
its Officers, as tho' they ftood in Peerage with
Civil Empire. Rev.1.6,9 1 Per. 2.9. 1 Cor4 8.
{ Cor. 12. 28. 2 Cor. 10. 8. But all fuch Exprefl-
fions muft needs be othle)r-mys Interpreted. God
2 is
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is the higheft Caufe that aéts by Council 5 1
it muft needs be altogether repugnant, g
think he thould fore-caft the State of thy
World by no better a Scheme, than to Ot
der two Sovercign Powers, in the fame Grand
Community, which would be like phcini twy
Suns in the Firmament, which would be t
fet the Univerfe into a Flame: That {houl
fuch an Error happen,one muft needs be forth.
with Extingnifhed, to bring the Frame of
Nature into a jult Temper, and keep it oul
of harms way. But to proceed with my Pur
pofe, 1 fhall go back upon the Civil Schemeg
and inquire after two things : Firlt of Rebet
lion againft Government in general, and thes
in fpecial ; whether any of the aforefaid Spe
cies of Regular Government can be predics
ble of the Church of God on Earth.

1. In General concerning Rebellion againd
Government for Particular Subjeéts té break is
upon Regular Communities duly Eﬁabh[hcgl
is from the premifes to Violate the Law
Nature 3 and 1s a high Ufurpation upon the firf
grand Immunities of Mankind. Such Rebels ia
States, and Ufurpers in Churches affront the
World, with a prefumption that the Belt of
the Brotherhood are 2 Company of Fools, and
that themfelves have fairly Monopolized all the
Reafon of Humane Nature, Yea, they take up-
on them the Boldnefs to affume a Prerogative
of trampling under foot the natural original E-
quality & Liberty of their Fellows ; for to puth
the Proprictors of Settlements out of poffeflt-
on of their old, and impole. new Schemes vpon
them, is vertually to declare them in a {tate
of Vaflalage, or that they were Born foy and

therefore
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therefore will the Ulurper be fo gracious as to
infure them they fhall not be Seld at the next
Mirket : They muft efteem it a favoar, for by
this time all the Original Prerogatives of Man's
Nature are intentionally a Vi€tim, (moaking to
fatiate the Ulurpers Ambition. It is a very tart
Oblervation on an Englifh Monarch, and where
it may by proportion be applied to a Subjet
muft needs fink very deep, and ferve for evi-
dence under this Head. It is in the Secret Hifl-
tory of K. C. 2. and K % 2. p. 2. Says my Au-
thor, Where the Conflitution of a Nation is fuch,
that the Laws of the Land are the Meafures both
of the Sovereigns Commands, and the Obedience of
the Subjells, whercby it s Provided y thas as the
ene are not to Invad); what by Conceffions and Sti-
pulations ss granted to the Ruler 4 fo the other is
not to deprive them of their lawful and determi-
ned Rights and Libertiesy then the Prince who
frives to fubvert the Fundamental Laws of the
Society, is the Traytor and the Rebel, and not the
People, who endeavour to Preferve and Defend
thesr own.  It's very applicable to particular
Msn in their Rebellions or Ufurpations in
Church or State.

2. In fpecial [ fhall now proceed to Enquire,
Whether any of the aforefaid Species of regular,
anmixt Governments, can with any good f(hew
of Reafon be predicable of the Church of Chrilt
on Earth. If the Churches of Chrift, as Chur-
thes, are either the Obje@t or Subjet of a Sove-
reign Rower intrufted in the hands of Men, then
molt certainly one of the fore-cited Schemes of
1 perfet Government will be applicable to it

cfore 1 purfue the Enquiry, 1t_may not be
improper to paufe, & make fome Caution here,

D3 by
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y diftingithing between that which may hawg
fag:q Refemblance of Civil Power, and the
thing it {elf ; and fo the Power of Churehes ¥
but a faing Refemblance of Civil Power: i
comes in reality nothing near to the thing it
felf", for the one is truly Coercive, the othe
perfwafive ; the-one is Sovereign Power, the ¢
ther is Delegated and Minifterial : But not 1s
delay, I fhall proceed with my Enquiry, and
thercur&ll}}allcndlszéour to humour the feveral
great Claimers of Government in the Cha
g itine t rchol
1. 1 fhall begin with 2 Monarchy. Ii's cep
tain, his Holinefs, either by reafonable Rieas, oy
powerfal Cheats, has affumed an abfolute and
univerfal Sovereignty ; this fills his Cuithedra
Chair, and is adorned with a Tyiple Crows
and in Defence thereof does proteft, The Ak
migh'y has made him both Key-kecper of Heavm
and Hell, with the adjacent Territories of Purge
tory, apd vefed in him an abfolute Sovereignty
ver the Chriftian World.  And his Right has #
far prevailed, that Princes and Civil Monarch
hold their Crowns and Donations as his Dutifgl
Sons, and Loyal Suhjeéts; he therefore dech
hn‘n.:f'elf with the Spoils of the Divine Attributes,
ftiling hinfeif,0ur Lord God,Opt isnum, Maximun
et fupremum namen in Terris 3 2 God on Earthys
vifible Deity, and that his Power is ablolute, &
Lis Wildom infallible.  And many of fhe grest
1>Uzcnfa_tcs of the Eirth have pajd their Fealty,
as tho' it was really fu. One of them Clad i
Canvas, going Bire-foot in the depth of Win
ter, { in Obedience to the Decree, ftinting the
l)c:_\nam:c-m proportion to the Wickednefs o
Princes 3 has waited many days for ablolutias
al
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at hpious Gates.  Another has thrown: him-
feif down proftrate a humble Penitent before
him: He has placed his Holy Foot en_the Mo-
narchs profane Neck 1s crafhing a Vermine,
crawling out of the Stable of his Soveraignty ;
and others frequently kifs his Toes with very
profound Devotion. Thefe and fach like Tri-
umphant Signals of his Sovereign Power does
he wear. And indecd if he is the Univerfal Mo~
narch of the Catholick Chusch, Princes that are
Mcmbers of it mult needs knock under; for
that in one World there cannot poflibly be twao.
Mot High's, any more than two Iufinites. Thus
you fee the Clergy, or Gofpel Miniftry of the
Chriltian World have fo wil%ly handled bufinefs,
and managed the Gofpel, that they Rave firly
[ as they avouch } found z Sovercign Power be-
queathed in it to th¢ Miniftry of Chrift, and
romaging more warily and sicely, at laft. found
a Spiritual Monarch, very campleatly furnifhed
with the Keys of all forts of Power hanging at
his Girdle ; and may we not pronounce the wi-
fer they ! feeing the World growing weary of
Religion, was willing to loll it felf down to
Sleep, and leave them in fole Troft with the
whole Intereft of God's Kingdom. But the fad
Enquiry is, Whether this forr of Government
has not plainly fubverted the Delign of the Gof
pel, and the end for which Chrift's Government
was Ordained, viz. the Moral, Spiritual, and
Eternal Happinefs of Men ?

But Ihaveno occafion to purfue this Remark
with tedious D:monftrations : [t's very plain,
it's written with Blood in Cupital Letters, to
be Read at Midnight by the Flxmes of Swith-

fieldy and other fuch like confecrated Fires,
D4 That
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hat the Government of this Ecclefiaftical Mo.
narch has inftead of San&tifying, abfelutely De.
baucht the World, and fubverted all good Chri.
ftianity in it. So that without the leaflt fhew
of any vain prefumption we may Infer, That
God and wile Nature were never Propitious to
the Birth of this Monfter.

An Ariftocracy which places the Supream
Power in 2 Sele& Company of choice Per-
fons. Here | freely acknowledge were the
Gofpel Miniftry Eftablifhed the Subje& of
this Power, viz. To Will and Do, in all
Church Afairs without controul, c. This
Government might do to fupport the Church
in its moft valuable Rights, orc. If we could
be affured they would make the Scripture,
and not their private Wil), the Rule of their
Perfonal and Minifterial A&ions : And indeed
upon thefe terms any Species of Government,
might ferve the great defign of Redemption;
but confidering how great an Intereft is im-
barkt, and how frail a bottom we truft,
though we fhould rely upon the beft of Men,
etpecially if we remember what is in the
hearts of Good Men, [ viz. Much ignorance,
abundance of fmall ends, many times cloked
with a bigh Pretence in Religion ; Pride
Skulking and often breeding revenge upon a
imall affront ; and blown yp by a pretended
Zeal 5 Yer really and truly by nothing more
Divine then Intereft, or il Nature ] and alfo
confidering how very uncertain we are of
the real goodnefs of thofe we efteem good

Meu
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Men 3 and alfo how impoffible it is to fecure
the Intail of it to Succedors: And alfo it
we remind how Chriftianicy by the forefaid
Principle has been peel'd, rob'd and fpoiled
already 3 it cannot confift with the Light ot
Nature to venture again upon fuch Perils,
efpecially if we can find a fafer way home.
More Diftingly. .

Ic is very plain [ allowing me to.fpe_ak
Emblematically ] the Primitive Conftitution
of the Churches was a Democracy, as appears
by the foregoing Parallel. But after the
Chriftian Churches were received into the fa.
vour of the Imperial Court, under the Domi-
nion of Conftantine the Great ; there being
many Praliminaries which had furnithed the
Minifters with a difpofition thereunto, they
quickly deprived the Fraternities pt their
Rights in the Government of the Churches,
when they were once provided of a plentiful
maintenance through the Liberality of Con-
frantine, that when Chriftianity was fo Luxu-
rantly treated, as by his great Bounty, and
Noble fetclement, it is faid there wus a Voice
heard trom Heaven, faying, New is Poyfon
poured inta the Church. But the fubverfion of
the Conftitution, is a ftory too long now to
tell. Take theretore part of 1t, out of a late
Auchor well verled in A?tl?u:tyL ul.reh:ch may

ive ft ief Image of the whole.
gw;fj: rfv;ull::] Jecula gju: Plebis Hlafum M‘nf.;f,
nequs Aliter Evenire Potuity Quin Hlud, vel ::;::
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tatury el faltem diminuarur, &c. De Ordina
Diff. Hyftorica. P. 36. 40. 41.

The Right of the People did not remain
unhurt through many Ages; neicher could it

well be otherways, but chac it muft be loft,:

or much diminifhed. Zunaras does confels
t‘hat heret(_ntore Byfhops vere chofen by the
buffragt: of the People. But many Seditions
happening among them ; it was Decreed that
every Bithop fhould hereafter be chofen by
the Authority of the Bifhops of every Pros
vince. The caute feemed to be fo very fpe-
cious, that nothing could be more Decent, or
more Conducive to the fafety of the Com-
mon-Wealith,

Yer {{fays my Author } if you do well
weigh the bufine(s, you muit needs acknow-
ledge nothing could have happened more
Pernicious or Deftru&tive to the Church of
God.. For Toon after thefe things came to
pals, 1t 15 very obvious, that Tyranny over
the Confciences of the faithful; and an In-
tolerable Pride every where grew Rampant
among the guides of the Church. Yert there
was one thing ftill very needful to be done
and that was to Eftablith or Confirm the
Power which the Metrcpolitans and Bifhops
hed acquired to themfelves. Therefore they
fell to it Tooth and Nail to drive away the
Fracernity trom a1} Intereft in Efe@ions : And
alas Poor hearts ! They began to fleep with
both Ears; that then was faree any Bne-

my
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my left to Interrupt, or Controul the Con-
querors. This was the manner of the Clergy
till they had made themielves the Subjects
of all Power and then adted Arbitrarily, and
did what they pleafed in the Church ot God.

But Jet the learned, knowing World,
confider, what the lifue of all this was, feil.
what a wretched capacity the arowfinels &
cowardize of the People; and the Uturpati-
on and Ambition of the Miniftry brought
the Profefling World into. It thofe who
were truely Godly on both fides had in a
few Ages lookt down from Heaven, and had
Eyed the following Centurys, they might
have beheld a world of matter for forrowful
Impreflions; to think that they themfelves
had Occafioned the Ruin of Millions, by
their remiis and paflive temper in one fort;
and too much humouring, and nourifhing
Pride, and high conceits of themfelves and
others, in the other; when as if they had
{tood firm to the Government as left Fectled
by the Apoftles; they had certainly pre-
vented an Apoftacy chac has damned, and
confounded 2 grea: part of ahout Thirty
Generations of Men, Women, and Children.
That tor my own part | can upon Experi-
ence, in fome meafure truly fay [ to che Hil-
tory of the Primitive Churches in the lofs of
their Government ; and the Conlfequents
which followed, when 1am Impelied to re-
peat it tomy felf ] &s one Encas faid to Queen
Dido. In=
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Infandum Regina Fubes Renovare Dolorem
------- Quis talia fando

Temperer ¢ Lacrimis ! -=-neen

So doleful a Contemplation is it to think the

World fhould be deftroyed by thofe Men,

who by God were Ordained to fave it !

In 2 Word, an Ariftocracy is a dangerous
Conftitution in the Church of Chrif}, as it
poiletfes the Presbytery of all Church Power :
What has been oblerved fufficiently Evinces
it. And noct only fo but from the Nature
of the Conftitution, for it has no more Barrier
to it, againft the Ambition, Infults, and Ar-
bitraty meafures of Men, then an abfolute
Monarchy. But to abbreviate ; it {eems moft
agteeable with the Light of Nature, that if
there be any of the Regular Government
fettled in the Church of God it muft needs
be.

3. A Democracy. This is 2 form of Go-
vernment, which the Light of Nature does
highly value & often diretts to as moft agree-
able to the Juft and Natural Prerogutives of
Humane Beings. This was of great account,
n the early times of the World. And not
only fo, but upon the Experience of feveral
Thoutand years, atter the World had been
tumbled, and toft from one Species of Go-
vernment to another, at a preat Expence of
Blood and Treafure, many of the wile Nati-

ons
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ns of the World have fheltered themfelves
ander it again 3 or at leaft have blendifhed,
wnd balanced their Governments with it.

lc is certainly a great Truth, feil. That
Mans Original Liberty after it is Refigned,
‘yet under due ReftriGtions ] ought to be Che-
rithed in all wile Governments ; or otherwife
1 man-in making himfelfa Subje&, he alters
himfelt from a Freeman, into a Slave, which
to do is Repugnant to the Law of Nature.
Allo the Natural Equality of Men amongft
Men muft be duly favoured ; in that Govern-
ment was never Eftablifhed by God or Na-
ture, to give one Man a Prerogative to in-
fule over another ; therefore in a Civil, as
well as in a Narural State of Being, a juft
Equality is to be indulged fo far as that eve-
ry Man is bound to Honour every Man,
which is agreeable both with Nature and
Religion, 1 Pet. 2. 17. Honour all Men. ----=
The End of all good Government is to Cul-
tivate Humanity, and Promote the happinefs
of ali, and the good ot every Man in all his
Rights, his Life, Liberty, Eftate, Honour,
G without injury or abufe done to any.
Then certainly it cannot eafily be thought,
that a company of Men, chat fhall enter into
a voluntary Compa&, to hold all Power 1n
their own  hands, thereby to ufe and im-
prove their united force, wifdom, riches and
firength for the Common and Particular good
of every Member, as is the Nature of a De-
mocracy j
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mocracy 5 I fay it cannot be char this for
of Conttitution, will fo readily furnifh thofe
in Government with an appetite, or difpofi-
tior to prey upoh each other, or imbezle the
common Stock ; as fome Particular Perfppy
may be apt to do when fet off, and Intrufted
with the fame Power. And moreover this
sppears very Natural, that when the aforefaid
Government or Power, fettled in all, when
they have Ele&ed certain capable Perfons to
Minifter in cheir affairs, and c¢he faid Mini
fters remain accountable to the Affembly;
thefe Officers muft needs be under the influ-
ence ot many wife cautions from their own
thoughts [ as well as under confinement b
their Commiffion ] in their whole Admini~
ftracion : And trom thence it muft needs fol-
dow chat they will be more apt, and inclined
o fteer Right for the main Point, wiz. The
peculiar good, and benefic of the whole, and
every particulnr Member fairly and fincerely.
And why may not thele ftand for very Ra-
tional Pleas in Church Order?

For certainly it Chrift has fettled any form
of Power in his Church he has done it foe
his Churches fafety, and for the Benefic of
every Member : Then he muft needs be pre-
fumed to have nade choice of that Govern-
rent as fhould leaft Expofe his People to
Bazard, either from the fraud, or Arbitra-

meafures of particular Men.  And it is as
lI:v{ain as day light, there is no Species of

Govern-
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Government like a Demecracy to-attdin this
End. There is but about two fteps from
m Ariftocracy, to a Monarchy, and trom
thence. but one to a Tyranny ; anable ftand.
g force, and an ll-Nature, Jpfo fa'lo, turns
an abfolute Monarch into a Tyrant ; this is
obvious among the Roman Cefars, and through
the World. And all thele direful Cranfmu-
tations are eafier in Church affairs [ from the
different Qualities of things ] then in Civil
States. For what is it that cunning and
learned Men can’t make the World twallow
23 an Article of their Creed, it they are once
invefted with an Uncontroulable Power, and
are to be the {tanding Oratours to Mankind
in matters of Paith and Obedience ? Indeed
fome very wile and learned Men are pleafod
to Jnyeigh, and Repraoch the Notion of 4
Democracy in the Church, which makes the
City fidelium or Community of the Faithtul
the firlt Subje& of the Rower ot Government.
This they fay tends to Browns/m, and ahhor-
red Anarchy ;3 and then fay chey upon fuch
premifes, it muft needs follow that wvery
Member of the Body muft be an Officer
and then every one muft Preach and Difpence
the Sacraments, O

Reply. Certainly fuch Gentlemen, either
defigns to pofe and baffle their Reader with
fallacy 5 or they them(elves never took up, or
underftood the true ldeas of the feveral Spe~
ties of Government ; in that a Democsacy is

as
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as Regulara form, and as particular as anp
other. For,

1. An ablolute or limited Monarch can’t ma.
nage the Power or Government Devolved upon
him, without the great Officers of the Crown,
or a large Sett of Minifters; tho' poffibly he
may with quicker difpatch iffue out his Decrees,
yet he mult Exccute all by his Miniftry. And
why may not a Democracy be indulged the
fame Liberty ? and this will preventall Anar.
chy or Confufion molt apparently. Bar,

2. The bitter Pill to fwallow in this Doc
trine of a Democracy in the Church, is the
terrible power of Life and Dzathy or the ac.
countablenefs of particular Members to the AL
fembly, and efpzcially thofe in the Miniftry;
but yet this is agreeable with the Niture of the
Coanltitution, and eafilv managed without A.
narchy, or popular Confufion alfo, which would
be made very Evident, if we fhould but run the
parallel in all points between the Democracy of
the State and Church. Buat nextly from  the
Premifes, 1 (hall

3. Infer, That if thele Churches are not pro-
perly formed, yet a.¢ fairly Eftablithed in their
prefent Order by the Law of Niwre. And
will they be advifed, | would Exnort them 1o
try who will be {o bold 25 to dare to diffeiz:
them. A Monarchy has been tryed in the Church
with 2 witnefs, but it has abfolutely failed us.
An Arillocracy in a deep Calm threw the De
mocracy Overboard, and took nnt only th
Helm in hand, hut feized Ship and Cargo as theic
Right and Titl 3 but after fome time brought

all to Ship-wre k, and that in 2 gnod Huarbour
too. A
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A Democracy was the nodle Governmeng
which beat out in all the had Weather of Ten
bloody Perfdcutions under the management of
Antiquity. And this is our Conftitution, and
what can’t we be pleafed ? This Conftitution is
25 agreeabls with the Light and Laws of Na-
ture as any other whatfoever, as his been fairly
hid Jown, and fully Evinced, and more accom-
modared to the Concerns of Religion than any
other. Therefore [ .fhall no'y conclude my
Dzmonftration with this brief Appeal to the
tommon Reafon of Mankind, vz,

How can it confilt with the Henourable
Terms man holds upon here on Earth j that
the beft forc of Men that we can find in the
World 3 fuch men as are adornsd with a dou-
ble fett of Enobling Immunities, the ﬁr? from
Nuiture, the other from Grace ; that thele men
when they enter into Charter.party to manage
2 Trade for Heaven, mult ipfo faéls be clapt une
der a Government, that is Arbitrary and Dilpo-
tick 5 yea that carries the plain {ymptoms of »
Tyranoy in it, when the Light of Natuge knows
of a Letter Species, and frequently bas made ulg
ot it ? It wanrts no farther Demonltration, log
it's moft apparent, that Nature is fo mu¢h Mil-
trefs of her fef, that man in a Natural State of
Being, is under God the firft Subje& of all Pow-
er, and therefore can make his own Choice, and
by deliberare Compalls fettles his own Gonditi-
ons for the Government of himfelf iy a Civid
State of Being : And when a Goversment fo
Setrled thall thtow its felf from ics Foundations,
or the Suhizcts of Sovereign Power fhall fubvere
ot confuund the Conflitution, they then degrade
themfelyes 5 and fo all Pb?',\'ur returns Aglin Lo

the
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the People, who are the firft Owners. And
what! Is Man become fo unfortunate, degra-
ded and debafed, as to be without all Power
in fettling a Government over himfeif, rela
ting to the Matters of his Eternal Well-Be-
ing ? Or when he comes back to a Fathers
Houle, mult he fall into the Capacity of a
meer pallive Being, and be put under fuch
Tutors, as can eaflily tarn Tyrants over him,
and no relief lefe for him in his own hands;
this is certainly molt repugnant to the Light
of Nature, and very difagreeable with the li.
berty and free Genius of a Gofpel State,
Nay, In a word, If the Government of the
Churches be fettled by God, either in the hands
of a Church Monarch, or Ariftocracy, and the
People are no ways the Subje&t of Church.
Power : Nay, if they are not under Chrift,
the fountain of Power 3 then the Reformatioa
fo called, is but a meer Cheat, a Schifm, and
notorious Rebelliony neither is there room
left for the leaft palliation, or fhadow of Lx-
cufe, for the Reformers in renouncing their
Obedience to their Publick Governours. And
the Martyrologies which pretend to immor-
talize the Fame of eminent Heroes, muft be
changed into Chranicles, handing along an ac-
count of the juft and deferved fate of a crew
of Rebels againft God and Government y for
what bufinefs had fuch a Company of illeterate
and crack brain'd fcllows to meddle with their
Rulers, or Examine inio their Adminiltrati-
ons ? For if they have no right of Power in
Government, they ftand abfolitely bound to
yicld a paflive Obedicnce and Non Refiftance;
and if they are fo hardv anl daring 25 to opr-
nole
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ofe their liwtal Rulers, the tharpeflt penalty
in this World, is too eafie for them; the In-
quifition is but dallying ind playing with them,
Hell is their deferr. But how it comes about
that a ftate of Grace, when in want of a fuita-
ble Government, is become fuch a Vaflal, and
wife and cunning Nature is by her Creator in-
trufted, and adorned with more enobling Pre-
rogatives, | mult leave 3 and reflign unto thofe
Learned Men to Solve, who plead for an Arifto-
cracy in the Churches of Chrift.

But 1o wind up the whole Dilcourfe in 2 few
words, | acknowledge many Objettions may be
here made, and feveral Queftions of Momnent
might here fall under Debate 3 but having ob-
tained what | have principally fought for, in
traver(ing the paths of Nature, in the three fol-
lowing Particulars 5 therefore with them, and
with one Objeftion anfwered 3 and alfo with
fome brief Improvement of the Grand Hypothe-
fis in this Demonfiration, ! fhall finith the Ar-
gument.

i. Three Particulars 3 or fo many golden
Maxims, fecuring the Honour of Congregational
Churches.

Particular 1. That the People or Fratcrnity
under the Gofpel, arc the firfp Subjelt of Power
or elfe Religion finks the Dignity of Humane
Nature into a bafer Capacity with relation to
Ecelefiaftical, then it 1¢ in, in a Natural State of
being with relation 1o Cizil Govermment.

Purticular 2. That @ Democracy in Churck or
State, 15 a very honourable and regular Govern-
ment according to the Dillates of Right Reafon,
And therelore,

Particulax 3. That thefe Churcocs of New-

E 2 England
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England, in rthesr ancient Comflitution :{ Cherg
Orj:r', st being a Democracy, are panifsft] Ful
fied and Defended by the Law & [:gbt c{ ilau-r‘,

2. The Obje&t on. The Plea from the Len o
Nature for @ Democracy in the Church. s as for-
ceable for any other Species of Governmment y e
caufe Nature  furnied with fuch a wvariety o
Schemes as has been pleaded to 1 And why way na
zl;; wife Chriftian Nationt take which likes “them

p

Anfo. We mult diftinguifh hetween man el
folely to the Diceltion of the Law of Nature,
and as the Subjelt of Revelation, wherein Di-
vine Wifdom may ioterpofe; and determine
fome particular Species, withour hurting ot
croffing the Law of g\hturE. Therefore,

r 1 readily grant 4nd acknawledge, a Chrit
tian People may fcttle what Species of Goverw
roent they pleafe, when they are folely lefr 1o
determine by the Law of Nature, what Govern
nunti?tthc Church they will have. But thea
we mult remember, that by the Argument of
Concefliop, the Power is originally in the Peo
ple 3 apd then our own Cafe is fecure and fafy
enough 5 both on the account of the Reverfica
of Powex, and efpecially, for that the People the
firk Sohie@s of Power, have been pleafed 1o
fettle ¢ Dﬁmocrac-y for their Government, in
the Churches of this Country. And il after ths
peaceable Poffeffion of about an hundred yeam,
any perfons can perfuade them to alter ther
Government into any other Species, this will be
lefs worthy of blame, then craftily, or unfairtly
to force it out of their hands.

2. It's granted, that according to the Light of
Nature, there be various regular Models of Geo

vernment
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vernmient 3 but if Divine Wildom is pleafed to
int¢erpolz and pver-rule Natures agitations, and
quft the Scales for this or that particalar Form,
Nature will be but fair maonered to fobmit ta
it Author and Reftor. So that if we find thap
God has Difclofed his Mind by Revelation, that
bis Churches bs the Subjeéts of a Democracy,
then all ftand obliged to comply under a donble
Bond. And {o we come under a proper Crifig
fo enquire in the next place for Scriptare-evi-
dence in the Jultification of thefe Churches.

But before 1 proceed to it, | thall

3. Mike fome brief Improvement of the
main Hyporhefis in the Demonltration 3 that is
to fay, If the Government of the Gafpel
Chu-ches, bs 2 Democracy, thefe Confequena
ces mult neceflurily follaw, feil.

1. Conf. That the Right of Convoking Coun-
cils Ecclefiaftical, is in the Churches.

2. Conf. That fuch a Council has pnly Con-
fultative, not a Juridical Power in it. A Juri-
dical Power comumitted ta fach 8 Reprefentu-
tive Body is bath needlefs, and alfo duagerous
to the diftin® and perfect States they derive
front. Contpleat States fettled upon a Body of
immutable and imperial Laws as its Bifis, may
want Council 3 but to Creite 2 pew Subjet of
Juridical Powecr, is fome way to indanger the
Bzing of the Creators.

3. Copf Thatall the Members of an Ecclefi-
altlcal Council, deriving {rom a Democracysare
Subjeéts of equal Power. ° Whatever rthe Power
is, the feveral Delegares muft from the natere of
the Government they defive from, b vaqual
tharers in ft. Democratical States, in their
Reprefcatative Body cen miake but one Hooff,

Es becaufe
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becauft they hive but one Subje@t of Supream
Power in their Nature, and therefore their De-
legates, let themn be who or what they mav b,
are under equal Truft 5 fo that none can jufily
claim Superiority over their Fellows, or pre
tend to a higher power in their Suffrag: In-
deed, in fuch Kingdoms, where the Sovereiga
Power is diftrihuted and fettled in divers Sub.
Jets, that the bsllince of Power may be mon
Even, for the fafety of the whole, and of all
%lr:c. under all Afts of Sovereign Power:
rom fuch a Settlement of Power, there arife
feveral diflin€k States in the fame Government,
which when Convened as one Subjeét of Sove
reign Power, they make different Houfes in
their Grand Seffions ; and fo one Houfe or Stane
can Negative another. But in every diftind
Houle ot thefe States, the Members are equal in
their Vote y the moft Ayes makes the Afirme
tive Vote, and moit No's the Negative = They
don’'t weigh the intelle¢tual furniture, or othet
diftinguithing Qualifieations of the feveral Ve
ters in the Scales of the Golden Rule of Felb
lowfhip ; they only add up the Aves, and the

No's, and fo determine the Suffrage of the
Houfe.





